 CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 5th Dec at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.                          
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 1st December at 14.00. The Story of Walsingham.  
CHRISTMAS CARDS: There are only a few cards and diaries left.    

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME  - FIRST CONFESSIONS; will take place on Tuesday 5th December at 18.00 promptly in the school. Parents and grandparents are most welcome. There are 36 children preparing for the Sacraments this year. Please keep them and their families in your prayers. Thank you.
 WORLD YOUTH DAY: Thank you to Mrs Wilson, Mr West and the Little Church Leaders for the big balloon launch. Mrs Bibby made a splendid photo which can be seen on our website. If we receive any emails from where the balloons have flown to – we will let you know.
LITTLE CHURCH ADVENT DATES:  Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus. 

3rd, 10th 17th and 24th December.

Wonderful workshops for the children during Little Church sessions. Paper chain links will be available for sale for the usual 20p each. This will assist in decorating the church for Christmas.
MENINGITIS AWARENESS  - IMPORTANT NOTICE

On Wednesday 6th December at 18.00 – 19.00, in the school, Mr Philip Bates will lead a discussion on Meningitis Awareness. A member from the Meningitis Charity will talk about the signs and symptoms of this devastating illness. Parents, Grandparents and any adult who would like to learn more about the symptoms and what early interventions and emergency action you can take, is welcome to attend the meeting. Please spread the word around to other parishes. This illness strikes anyone at any age but mostly babies, children, teenagers and university students. Listening to this talk could save someone’s life. 
                                                [image: image2.jpg])
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Fr Francis Marsden and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Tel: 01257 262537
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 4. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)

LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709 
St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
         FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT -  

3rd December 2017 
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Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’   (Mark 13:33-37)

Sun 3rd
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (p.82) 
Sat.18.15        
Mass – Leo, Rosie, Janet and Michael Bolton RIP

08.00        
Mass –  Parishioners

10.30                
Mass – Bernard and Marie Worden RIP                                

11.45 – 12.45   
Yr 4 Sacramental Catechesis                                                                                                                                                                                                     
16.00                  
Holy Hour – Exposition and 

16.30             
Evening Prayer & Benediction
Mon 4th             
  St John Damascene 

08.40               
Morning Prayer                         
09.00                
Mass – The Smith Family
Tues 5th
St John Almond
09.30      
Morning Prayer
12.00                  
Mass – Fr Wladyslaw Bienias SDB (thanksgivng)
18.00              
First Confessions for Yr 4 in school

Wed 6th        
St Nicholas

08.40
Morning Prayer  

09.00                  
Requiem Mass – Thomas Pennington
14.15                  
Advent Mass in school
Thurs 7th   
St Ambrose of Milan
12.00      
Mass – Alice Kennedy (A)
Fri 8th

  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
09.00                
Mass – Yrs 3-6 attending Mass
12.00              
Mass – Private intention 
Sat  9th    
St Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin
11.00 – 11.45
Confessions 
12.00           
Mass – Michael James Purtill (A)
Sun 10th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (p.85) 
Sat.18.15        
Mass – Joseph (A) and Claris (A) Southworth
08.00        
Mass – Catherine McIntyre (A)
10.30                
Mass – Parishioners
16.00                  
Holy Hour – Exposition and 
16.30                  Evening Prayer & Benediction
Rosary daily after midday Mass 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, John Cheyne, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Melville Coombes, Mgr Bill Dalton, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Fr Tom Leigh, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Edna Penman, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Thomas Pennington (74) died on 26th November at St Catherine’s Hospice. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 6th December at 09.00, followed by burial at Chorley cemetery. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Audrey Jackson, Alice Kennedy, Michael James Purtill, Joseph and Claris Southworth, Catherine McIntyre
READERS: 2/3 Dec : 18.15 Angela Simm; 08.00 Kath Jackson; 10.30: Dr Jane Eccles  9/10 Dec:: 18.15: Jeni Wilson; 08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith; 10.30: Simon Eccles.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION last week was £923 of which £433 was gift aided.  The retiring collection for Animate was £256. This weekend we have the collection for the Restoration Fund. Thank you for your great generosity. 
ARCHBISHOP MCMAHON OP has asked if you would act in support of Catholic Education. The Conservative manifesto pledged to drop the quota which forces new faith schools – Anglican, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim etc – to take 50% of their pupils from the local area, without reference to religion. In Sept 2016 a Downing St source said that this 50% cap on selection by religion “has failed to make minority faith schools more diverse, because parents of other religions and none do not send their children to those schools. But it has prevented new Catholic schools from opening, which are more successful, more popular and more ethnically diverse than other types of state school.” Now the Government is threatening to backtrack on this election promise, pressured by the National Secular Society and others. Yet another U-turn, which would jeopardize dozens of new faith schools. Catholic bishops have said that the Church will not open new schools, if they are not allowed to take in primarily Catholic children. Parents have the right to have their children educated in their own religious tradition, a right which the secularists want to negate because they dislike religion in general. You can google Catholic Education or visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap  
VISIT FROM ASTLEY PARK SCHOOL: We had a nice visit from Astley Park School and the senior children. These visits are very interesting for the children and they ask very good questions about the church. 

THE FLOWER LADIES ARE REQUESTING your help in making our church beautiful for Christmas and the New Year. Please could you collect foliage and soak it in water for 2 days before bringing it to church and putting the foliage into the water buckets in the back sacristy. Buckets will be available from Thursday 21st December. 

The flower workshop will take place on Saturday 23rd December from 13.00 -15.00.
Please come and help to decorate our church. It is relaxing and good fun. Sherry and mince pies available. Nobody asks any questions about turkeys and ovens! 
NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA in the Parish Centre – superb guitar/vocalist Pete Neary.  DJ till date Tickets £15 including buffet. Tickets from Heather Roscoe and staff in the Parish Centre.  Doors open 19.30.  
ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTORIES 2018 are available in the narthex at a cost of £3.50.

ADOREMUS PRAYER CARDS are available in the narthex. We are asked to recite this prayer daily after Holy Communion.
ADVENT REFLECTIONS: 

Fire of Advent
   "Advent, like its cousin Lent, is a season for prayer and reformation of our hearts. Since it comes at winter time, fire is a fitting sign to help us celebrate Advent…If Christ is to come more fully into our lives this Christmas, if God is to become really incarnate for us, then fire will have to be present in our prayer. Our worship and devotion will have to stoke the kind of fire in our souls that can truly change our hearts. Ours is a great responsibility not to waste this Advent time."(Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac)
Memory Awakens Hope
     "Advent is concerned with that very connection between memory and hope which is so necessary to man. Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional memory within us, namely, the memory of the God who became a child. This is a healing memory; it brings hope. The purpose of the Church’s year is continually to rehearse her great history of memories, to awaken the heart’s memory so that it can discern the star of hope.…

     It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope." (Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Seek That Which Is Above)
An Advent Examination
   "Advent is the perfect time to clear and prepare the Way. Advent is a winter training camp for those who desire peace. By reflection and prayer, by reading and meditation, we can make our hearts a place where a blessing of peace would desire to abide and where the birth of the Prince of Peace might take place.

   "Daily we can make an Advent examination. Are there any feelings of discrimination toward race, sex, or religion? Is there a lingering resentment, an unforgiven injury living in our hearts? Do we look down upon others of lesser social standing or educational achievement? Are we generous with the gifts that have been given to us, seeing ourselves as their stewards and not their owners? Are we reverent of others, their ideas and needs, and of creation? These and other questions become Advent lights by which we may search the deep, dark corners of our hearts. (Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac)
