CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 5th Dec at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.                          
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 15th December at 14.00. Film: The City of God. 
LITTLE CHURCH ADVENT DATES:  Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus.  10th 17th and 24th December.  Wonderful workshops for the children during Little Church sessions. Paper chain links will be available for sale for the usual 20p each. This will assist in decorating the church for Christmas.
WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER is the Feast of St Lucy, Patron Saint of eyes. After the 09.00 Mass we will say the invocation prayer to St Lucy and any person who would like a blessing can receive one.

THANK YOU to everyone who took part in the First Confessions and a special thanks to Fr Crowther and Fr Jones OSB and Mr Smyth and the school staff, who assisted with the organization of the confessions. It was a very busy evening and extremely well attended by parents and grandparents. 
DEANERY NEWS:  At St Bede’s, Clayton Green, Fr Michael O’Neill MHM (75) has become unwell and has gone to Herbert House, Freshfield (the Mill Hill Missionaries home) for care and rest and medical assessment. Please keep him in your prayers. 

Since last May when Fr Bill Simpson went on Administrative Leave, I have been responsible for St Chad’s, South Hill. Fr Patsy Foley took up residence there in early October and is celebrating most of the Masses etc. there now, but I am still the Administrator. As Dean I also have to see that St Bede’s is provided for. Fr Foley has very generously agreed to celebrate two weekend Masses there, plus two weekday Masses, in combination with his supply work at St Chad’s. 

An additional factor, of course, is my own delayed resumption of duties at St Joseph’s Anderton, which was supposed to take effect in September, but will now be operative from the weekend of 20th/21st January. There should be no immediate change to Mass times here, given that Fr Crowther is willing to take on the 8.00 am Mass in a semi-permanent capacity.
COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS is an initiative of the Catholic Church which aims to offer a seasonal welcome to Catholics who for different reasons no longer or rarely attend Mass. Whatever your story or journey, the door's open for you.
See    http://www.comehomeforchristmas.co.uk/
Fr Francis Marsden and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Tel: 01257 262537
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 4. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

10th  December 2017 
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The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:

“Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way. A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.” And so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ (Mark 1:1-8)

Sun 10th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (p.85) 
Sat.18.15        
Mass – Joseph (A) and Claris (A) Southworth
08.00        
Mass – Catherine McIntyre (A)
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10.30                
Mass – Parishioners
14.00                  
Msza Święta po polsku 

15.30             
90th Guides Anniversary Celebration 

16.30            
Holy Hour – Exposition and 17.00

Evening Prayer & Benediction

Mon 11th       
St Damasus I  
08.40               
Morning Prayer                         
09.00                
Mass – John and Mary Fearnhead

and family RIP
Tues 12th
Our Lady of Guadalupe
09.30      
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Mark Coughlin (LD)
Wed 13th        
St Lucy

08.40
Morning Prayer  

09.00     
Mass – Frank Scott (A) and Joan 
Thurs 14th  
St John of the Cross
09.00        
Juniors’ Carol Concert practice  
12.00      
Mass – Edith Ainsworth (LD)
Fri 15th

  
09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00              
Mass –  Jean Ostick (Priv Int.)
Sat  16th    

11.00 – 11.45
Confessions 
12.00           
Mass – Frances Bond RIP
Sun 17th
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (p.87) 
Sat.18.15        
Mass – William, Agnes and John Clayton (A)
08.00        
Mass – Parishioners
10.30                
Mass – Mgr. Leo Alston (birthday remembrance)
15.00
Service of Reconciliation at St Gregory’s

16.00                  
Holy Hour – Exposition and 16.30 Evening Prayer & Benediction
THE JUNIORS’ CAROL CONCERT is on Monday 18th at 18.00 in church. 
Rosary daily after midday Mass 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mgr Bill Dalton, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Fr Tom Leigh, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Edna Penman, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Andrew Waddington, Joseph and Claris Southworth, Catherine McIntyre, Frank Scott, John Clayton.
READERS: 9/10 Dec : 18.15 Jeni Wilson; 08.00 Margaret Arrowsmith; 10.30: Simon Eccles  16/17 Dec:: 18.15: Ian McLelland; 08.00: Anthony Calderbank; 10.30: Marion Herbert.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION last week was £1053 of which £732 was gift aided. The Restoration Fund raised £2134. Thank you for your generosity. God bless you all.
THANK YOU to everyone who helped at the SVP party. The photos are in the narthex.
THE FLOWER LADIES ARE REQUESTING your help in making our church beautiful for Christmas and the New Year. Please could you collect foliage and soak it in water for 2 days before bringing it to church and putting the foliage into the water buckets in the back sacristy. Buckets will be available from Thursday 21st December. 

The flower workshop will take place on Saturday 23rd December from 13.00 -15.00.
Please come and help to decorate our church. It is relaxing and good fun. Sherry and mince pies available. Nobody asks any questions about turkeys and ovens! 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA in the Parish Centre – superb guitar/vocalist Pete Neary.  DJ till date Tickets £15 including buffet. Tickets from Heather Roscoe and staff in the Parish Centre.  Doors open 19.30.  
ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTORIES 2018 are available in the narthex at a cost of £3.50.

ADOREMUS PRAYER CARDS are available in the narthex. We are asked to recite this prayer daily after Holy Communion.
DEANERY SERVICES OF RECONCILIATION

Sunday 17th Dec – 15.00 St Gregory’s, Weld Bank

Monday 18th Dec – 19.00 Sacred Heart, Brooke St

Wednesday 20th December – 19.00 St Mary’s, Mount Pleasant
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Fourth Sunday of Advent – usual times

Vigil Mass: Sat 23rd 18.15
Sun 24th 08.00 and 10.30

Christmas Eve (24th) Mass: Night Mass of the Nativity 19.30
Carols begin at 19.00.
Christmas Day:  Dawn Mass 08.00 and Day Mass 10.30 with Children’s Nativity Tableau.  Polish Mass 14.00.
St Stephen’s Day (26th): Mass at 12.00
N.B. Please note that there is a double obligation, to attend both a Mass for Sunday, and another Mass for Christmas. One single Mass cannot be used to fulfil both obligations!      

ADVENT 2017:   We know the world we live in today can best be described as fragile, frantic and often seems to have no anchor. The same can sometimes be described of our own lives too. No matter how busy we are, there is an in built need to mind ourselves, to relax, to be ourselves, to recharge and to prioritize what is important. The only way this can happen is when we slow down enough to do it. Advent can be a lovely time to slow down but as we so well know doing this is always a challenge.

Advent 2017 has a powerful message that no matter how dark things may get there will always be light and hope. The prayers of Advent touch in on each person walking in some darkness and yet awaiting and anticipating a great light. The prayers also include prayers for peace. These prayers are not wishful thinking but genuine heartfelt prayers that can and will find results. Even if these results come in whispers we will gladly embrace them. Advent is a time for us to hear those other quiet whispers in our lives of a God gently calling us from darkness to light. I hope and pray that the remaining weeks of Advent will have some meaning for you.
