CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 2nd Jan at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.                          
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 5th January at 14.00. 
PARISH OFFICE will be closed from 5th January to 19th January. Please leave messages and Mass Intentions in the black box on the wall near the office door. 
BISHOP KOMAR and Fr Andrii are returning to Ukraine on 4th January, to celebrate Christmas according to the Julian Calendar on 6/7th January. Thank you for being with us in our celebrations. Please keep Ukraine in your prayers: the war due to the Russian invasion of Crimea and the Donbas has taken 10,400 lives to date, and displaced 1.5 million people from their homes. There was good news this week with a large scale exchange of prisoners of war, although about a quarter of those from the separatist rebel side refused to return. They preferred to stay in captivity with the Ukrainian army, rather than be sent back to the so-called “Donetsk/Luhansk Peoples’ Republics” under Russian control, which says a lot about conditions in those occupied zones.  
Thought for the New Year.

What can I do to let God draw me closer to Him and be more pleasing to Him? Do I remember that God, in His Mercy is there for me every day?   Is there an opportunity that I can show the love of the Lord to others in my actions, words or deeds? Do I always keep Sunday reserved for attending Holy Mass and saying ‘thank you’ to God for the graces and the blessings that I receive? – or do I go shopping instead? Do I show good example to my children by teaching them about the Holy Mass and our Catholic Faith?

NEW YEAR 2018 WISHES

Bishop Hryhoriy Komar, Fr Andrii Soviak,
 Deacon Norman, Simon Bristow and I wish you a very happy and blessed  New Year 2018. Thank you to everyone who gave cards and presents and who came to the Masses. 

 You are very much appreciated.
Thank you for attending St Mary’s and for your loyalty.

God bless you all.   
Fr Francis Marsden and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Tel: 01257 262537
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 4. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to would went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. (Luke 2:22-40)not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. (Luke 2:22-40)
Sun 31st
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS MARY AND JOSEPH (pg.105)
Sat.18.15        
Mass – Gerrard Shaw (A)
08.00        
Mass – Parishioners
10.30                
Mass – Malachy McGeown (A) 
16.00                 Holy Hour with Te Deum for all the blessings received in 

                          2017. Evening Prayer at 16.30 followed by Benediction.
Mon 1st  January 2018 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
12.00             
Mass – Sir Francis Kennedy (A)
Tues 2nd 
St Basil the Great and St Gregory Nazianzen
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Fr Mayne (belated birthday Mass from our parishioners) 
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Wed 3rd     
8.40              
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                  Mass – Peggy McHugh RIP                                                                            
Thurs 4th 


12.00     
Mass – Fr Wladyslaw Bienias 

(thanksgiving) 
Fri 5th 


  
09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00              
Mass – Terence Robinson 

(birthday remembrance)                                                                             
Sat  6th    

11.00 – 11.45
Confessions 
12.00           
Mass – Patrick McCafferty (LD)
Sun 7th 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (p115)
Sat.18.15        
Mass – Joe Atherton (LD)
08.00        
Mass – Parishioners
10.30                
Mass – Rev Tim Wilby (first Anniversary was in December )
14.00              
Msza Święta po polsku

Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Betty McQuillan, Gerrard Shaw, Malachy McGeown, Rev Tim Wilby.
READERS: 30/31 Dec: 18.15 Gillian Sharples; 08.00 John Gunn; 10.30 Robert Barnes. 6/7 Jan: 18.15 Kinga Grzeczynska; 08.00 John Gunn: 10.30 Rosemary Grime.
CHRISTMAS READERS: Thank you to all the Christmas Readers and all the Little Church participants for the Christmas Day Tableau. Well done. Thank you also to the Flower Ladies and Theresa and David for their great generosity and those who spent all day preparing the flower displays. We received many comments about the splendid flowers.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION for Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Day together was £2948 of which £945 was gift aided, all monies to the parish funds. This weekend there will be a retiring collection for the Heating Fund due to the recent very cold weather (bills have to be paid!). The Restoration Fund collection will take place next weekend. Thank you very much for your great generosity and good will.
VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING are there any volunteers to help out with tea and coffee in the parish centre, after the 10.30 Mass? Please see Stella Vigar.
PLEASE SAY A PRAYER for those who are on duty working wherever they may be or those who are sick or lonely at this time of the New Year. For those who are bereaved, may Our Blessed Lady of Consolation ease their pain. Perhaps you would like to do a good will gesture and knock on your elderly neighbour’s door and ask them if they need anything in this cold weather. Perhaps spend time with them having a cuppa.
SCHOOL RETURNS on Monday 8th January. Best wishes to Mr Smyth, his staff and all the children. The next meeting of the Sacramental Preparation Programme for children takes place on Sunday 14th January after the 10.30 am Mass in the parish centre. 
BIBLE THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

God's Plans for our future are good:    For I know the plans that I have for you,' says the LORD, 'plans for your welfare, and not for calamity, to give you hope and a future.  Jeremiah 29:11.

God's compassion is new every morning:    Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” Lamentations 3:22-24

Seek God for the future: Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.  Proverbs 3:5-6

Let go of what has gone before and press on to what is ahead:     Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:13-14

Do not be afraid about the future - instead, give everything over to God in prayer:   Don't worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart Philippians 4:6.

