CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 8th and 16th Jan at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.                          
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 19th January at 14.00. 
OCTAVE OF PRAYER FOR THE UNITY OF CHRISTIANS begins on Thursday 18th January. Please offer your Rosaries for Christian Unity during this time.

Thought for the New Year.
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What can I do to let God draw me closer to Him and be more pleasing to Him? Do I remember that God, in His Mercy is there for me every day?   Is there an opportunity that I can show the love of the Lord to others in my actions, words or deeds? Do I always keep Sunday reserved for attending Holy Mass and saying ‘thank you’ to God for the graces and the blessings that I receive? – or do I go shopping instead? Do I show good example to my children by teaching them about the Holy Mass and our Catholic Faith?

HOUSE BLESSING FOR THE NEW YEAR.
Bless, + O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may be health, purity, the strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Your law, the thanksgiving to God the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. And may this blessing remain upon this home and upon all who dwell herein. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 The initials of the Magi (Caspar, Melchior, Balthasar) are inscribed upon the front door with the blessed chalk. These initials, C, M, B, can also be interpreted as the Latin phrase "Christus mansionem benedicat" which means "Christ bless this house".
                                                 E.g. 20 + C + M + B + 18 

Fr Francis Marsden and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Tel: 01257 262537
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 4. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709 
 St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
7th JANUARY 2018
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After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way.

Sun 7th
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (p115)
Sat.18.15        
Mass – Joe Atherton (LD)
08.00        
Mass – Parishioners
10.30                
Mass – Rev Tim Wilby (first Anniversary was in December )

14.00              
Msza Święta po polsku

Mon 8th              
Baptism of the Lord (pg 120)
08.40            
Morning Prayer

09.00                
Mass – Maureen Fitzgerald (LD)  
Tues 9th

09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Anna Doherty (birthday remembrance)
Wed 10th     
8.40              
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                  
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
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Thurs 11th


12.00     
Mass – McHugh Family (blessings)
13.30                
Funeral Service – Joseph Anton

Fri 12th
St Aelred of Rievaulx, St Benedict   
Biscop
  
09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00              
Mass – Helen Lowe (A)
Sat  13th 
St Hilary of Poitiers
11.00 – 11.45
Confessions 
12.00           
Mass – Mary Hughes (LD) 
Sun 14th 
SUNDAY II OF ORDINARY TIME (pg 127)
Sat.18.15        
Mass –  Clarice (A) and Herbert Blakemore
08.00        
Mass – Parishioners
10.30                
Mass – David Jelo (RIP) Maria 

Kobanova (RIP) Jirko Roubicek (RIP)

11.45 -12.45       
Yr 4 Catechesis in parish centre 
Mon 15th       

08.40                  
Morning Prayer

09.00                  
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion  

Tues 16th 

09.30 – 11.45     
Morning Prayer with Exposition 
12.00                  
Mass – Wilhelmina Carter (A)
Wed 17th        
St Anthony, Abbot
08.40                  Morning Prayer
09.00                  
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Thurs 18th 

12.00                  Mass – Thomas, Clara and James Martin (A)
Fri 19th 
St Wulstan of Worcester
09.30 -11.45       
Morning Prayer with Exposition

12.00                  
Mass – Theresa Brown (LD)
Sat 20th
SS Fabian and Sebastian
11.00                  
Confessions

12.00                  
Mass – Christine Corcoran (safe holiday)
Sun 21st 
SUNDAY III OF ORDINARY TIME (B)
Sat: 18.15          
Mass – Clarke and Tingy Families (thanksgiving)
08.00                  
Mass - Parishioners
10.30                  
Mass – Lauren Owen (birthday remembrance)
14.00                  
Msza Święta po polsku

Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
LATELY DEAD: Bishop Francis Walmsley CBE (91), RC Bishop of HM Armed Forces 1979-2002. David Gough (74) who died on 30th December at Royal Preston Hospital. Funeral on Wednesday 10th January at 12.00, Charnock Richard Crematorium. 
Joseph Anton (83), died on 31st December at Chorley Hospital. Funeral service at St Mary’s Thurs. 11th January at 13.30 followed by internment at Chorley cemetery. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Ellen Southworth, Helen Lowe, Clarice Blakemore, Wilhelmina Carter, Thomas, Clara and James Martin
READERS: 6/7 Jan: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska; 08.00: John Gunn; 10.30: Rosemary Grime. 13/14: 18.15: Stan Wilson; 08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith: 10.30: Robert Wilson.
The new Readers’ List is being compiled by John Gunn. If you would like to read at the Holy Masses, or would like to make any changes please let John know asap. Any person who is not able to continue reading and would like to retire or is attending a different parish, please let John know. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION £780 and £349 was gift aided, The Heating Fund collected £103. The Restoration Fund collection will take place this weekend. Thank you very much for your great generosity and good will.
GIFT AID:  Would you like to sign a Gift Aid form and assist our parish? You can gift aid every pound you give as an offering for the collections, Masses or Restoration or Heating Fund. The parish can then make a tax re- claim on the amount that you have gifted and it will not cost you anymore but the parish will greatly benefit from the tax claim. More information available at the parish office. Thank you.
LITURGY OF THE WORD SERVICES are held when a priest is not available and Holy Communion is distributed to the people during Liturgy of the Word Services. Therefore because there is no Mass, a Mass intention cannot be offered. On the days that we have a Liturgy of the Word Service, if there was a Mass Intention booked in the parish diary, for that day, it will be moved to the next available Mass.

COLDS AND VIRUSES.  Please remember that if you have a cold or you are sick, then PLEASE STAY AT HOME. You are exempt from Sunday Mass attendance if you are ill. The hospital is full to capacity routinely, over the New Year period and the staff would be most grateful if viruses are not shared in public buildings. If you are ill, seek medical advice on 111 and get better and then come back to the Masses. Thank you.

BACK TO SCHOOL on Monday and the start of the Spring Term. Best wishes to all the children and Mr Smyth and his staff.  
ASH WEDNESDAY is on 14th February and Lent will soon be upon us.
