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CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 6th February at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.                          
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 9th February at 14.00. An interesting film about St Augustine of Hippo.
THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEKS AHEAD: Can I plan my Lenten preparation with all the opportunities that are available at St Mary’s? Can I give up Eastenders and come to the Stations of the Cross on a Friday evening? Can I get off the sofa and come to Holy Hour on Sundays and spend some time with the Lord? Can I offer one Rosary per week for all those who do not believe in God or those who have turned away from God?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A PERMANENT DEACON?
His Grace, our Archbishop will be giving a talk about the ministry of deacons and training, in Liverpool Archdiocese. This will take place at St Michael and All Angels Church, Sydney Powell Ave, Kirkby. L32 0TP – on Thursday 15th February 2018,
 19.00 -21.00.  Two serving deacons and their wives will share their experiences with the audience. If you would like more information please contact Fr Marsden. 

Please remember to pray for our seminarian Simon Bristow, who will shortly be returning to the seminary in Valladolid, Spain. Simon is in his first year of preparing for Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood. He needs your prayers. If people would like to assist Simon financially during his training, please put your donations into a marked envelope – ‘Simon Bristow’. Thank you, I am sure it will be very much appreciated.
Fr Francis Marsden 
and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537

E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
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On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-in-law had gone to bed with fever, and they told him about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand and helped her up. And the fever left her and she began to wait on them. 
That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The whole town came crowding round the door, and he cured many who were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast out many devils, but he would not allow them to speak, because they knew who he was.

In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place and prayed there. Simon and his companions set out in search of him, and when they found him they said, ‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go elsewhere, to the neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach there too, because that is why I came.’ And he went all through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out devils.    (Mark 1:29-39)
Sun 4th          
FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (B)
Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Jean Ostick (thanksgiving)
08.00
Mass – Monica Donalds (A)
10.30            
Mass – Parishioners

14.00                   Msza Święta po polsku
Mon 5th               St Agatha
08.40            
Morning Prayer

09.00                
Mass – Thanksgiving (DR)
Tues 6th 
St Paul Miki and Companions
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Thanksgiving (HC)
Wed 7th         

08.40              
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                  
Mass – Janet Farrell Dawson (LD)
Thurs 8th 
St Josephine Bakhita, St Jerome Emiliani
12.00     
Mass – Frederick Anderton (A)
Fri 9th 
St Teilo 
09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00              
Mass – James Kennedy (A)
Sat 10th    
St Scholastica
11.00 – 11.45
Confessions        
10.15- 11.45       Safeguarding training for St Mary’s Reps (in presbytery)                    
12.00                   Our Lady of Lourdes Mass with Anointing of the sick
                            John Bagot (A)
Sun 11th           
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (B) 
Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Barbara Green (A)
08.00
Mass – George and Mary (A) Ormerod
10.30            
Mass – Parishioners
Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Dominic Simpson, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
FR MICHAEL O’NEILL MHM:. The news is that Fr Michael remains poorly and receiving palliative care. He has been to visit his parishioners at St Bede’s several times.  Please keep him in your prayers.

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Jeff Smith.
ANNIVERSARIES: Monica Donalds, Frederick Anderton, James Kennedy, Barbara Green, Mary Ormerod. 
READERS: 03/04 Feb: 18.15: Ian McLelland; 08.00: Kathleen Jackson; 10.30: Hilary Carter 10/11: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska; 08.00: John Gunn: 10.30: John Daniels.
The new Readers’ List is available in the sacristy. Thank you.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION:  £793 of which £372 was gift aided. This weekend is the collection for the monthly Restoration Fund. Thank you very much for your great generosity and good will.  The collection for the Heating Fund came to £421.
GIFT AID:  Would you like to sign a Gift Aid form and assist our parish? You can gift aid every pound you give as an offering for the collections, Masses or Restoration or Heating Fund. The parish can then make a tax re- claim on the amount that you have gifted and it will not cost you anymore but the parish will greatly benefit from the tax claim. More information available at the parish office. Thank you.
NEW EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION (EOM): Dr Jane Eccles and Mrs Angela Simm will be commissioned today at the 10.30 am Mass. 
COLDS AND VIRUSES.  Please remember that if you have a cold or you are sick, then PLEASE STAY AT HOME. You are dispensed from Sunday Mass attendance if you are ill. 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES is on 11th February which falls on a Sunday this year. It is 160 years since the first apparition of The Immaculate Conception to St Bernadette. [1858] in the cave at Massabielle. Therefore, we will have the Mass for the sick on Saturday 10th February at 12.00. The Sacrament of the Sick will be available from the Priests. Please note that you can receive this Sacrament if you have a long term illness, are very elderly, or you are going into hospital for an operation or serious procedure. We will also have the blessed Miraculous medals if you wish to have one. Please join us and let Lourdes come to you here at St Mary’s.
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ST JOSEPHINE BAKHITA F.D.C.C.  (1869-1947) is a wonderful Sudanese Saint from Dafur, who was sold into slavery at a young age, brutally treated and tortured by her Sudanese masters, before being bought by an Italian. She was made to travel with the families who controlled her. She finally reached Italy and was granted her freedom by Italian Law in 1889. Today, St Josephine Bakhita is Patron Saint of modern day slavery. People forced to work in very harsh conditions; brothels, sweatshops, domestic slavery, debt bondage, forced labour, child marriage and any form of human trafficking.   
St Josephine Bakhita, please hear the prayers of the people who ask for your intercession.  Amen.
Jesus went off to a lonely place and prayed there……

Here are some quotations from St Teresa of Avila on prayer: 

Let him never cease from prayer who has once begun it, be his life ever so wicked; for prayer is the way to amend it, and without prayer such amendment will be much more difficult. 
Vocal prayer . . . must be accompanied by reflection. A prayer in which a person is not aware of Whom he is speaking to, what he is asking, who it is who is asking and of Whom, I don't call prayer-----however much the lips may move.
You pay God a compliment by asking great things of Him.
How often I failed in my duty to God, because I was not leaning on the strong pillar of prayer.
Don't imagine that, if you had a great deal of time, you would spend more of it in prayer. Get rid of that idea; it is no hindrance to prayer to spend your time well. 

Jacob did not cease to be a Saint because he had to attend to his flocks.
The most potent and acceptable prayer is the prayer that leaves the best effects. I don't mean it must immediately fill the soul with desire . . . The best effects (are) those that are followed up by actions;  when the soul not only desires the honour of God, but really strives for it. 

