CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 20th February at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
 BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.  The Baptism preparation course will take place on Mondays 5th and 12th March, 19.00-20.15 in the presbytery.              
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 23rd February at 14.00 to watch about the life of St Catherine of Siena.
THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEKS AHEAD:  ‘Here I am Lord, it is I Lord, I have heard you calling in the night’….. Please join the Lenten prayers/ Stations of the Cross, that we have for you.
MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE ANNUAL  MASS will be held at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral on Sunday 11th March 2018 at 11.00. The Mass will be celebrated by His Grace, Archbishop McMahon OP. Couples who are celebrating a significant anniversary will receive a special blessing from His Grace. There is a poster with details in the narthex and more information in the parish office. Thank you.
WEDDINGS AT ST MARY’S: If you are planning to get married and would like to get married at St Mary’s, please look at the notice board and take note of the dates for the Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation Programmes. Please be aware that you have to give notice of your intention to marry and identity checks need to be done by the Registrar in Chorley. Kinga Grzeczynska is the Approved Person/ Registrar for St Mary’s and St Joseph’s Anderton. Please ring the parish office for more information. Do not leave your notifications to the Registrar too late. Late applications will cause several problems. It is very important to remember about the legal part of your marriage celebrations. Thank you. 
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2018
That those who have material, political or spiritual power may resist any lure of corruption.

Please remember to pray for our seminarian Simon Bristow, who returned to the seminary in Valladolid, Spain. Simon is in his first year of preparing for Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood. Please keep him and the other eleven Liverpool seminarians in your prayers. 

Fr Francis Marsden 
and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537

E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709 
 St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
18TH  FEBRUARY 2018
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The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him.

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good  

                                                                  News’.      
Sun 18th           
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (pg. 148)

Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Edward and Sarah Maher (Rem of wedding anniv.)
08.00
Mass – Peter Whittle (A)
10.30            
Mass – Joseph (A) and Marie Kenyon

14.00                 
Msza Święta po polsku

16.00               
Holy Hour with Evening Prayer 16.30, Benediction 16.45
Mon 19th             

08.40            
Morning Prayer
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09.00                
Mass – Harold Joseph Farrington (LD)
Tues 20th
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Sp. Int. (KW)
Wed 21st 
St Robert Southwell, Martyr 
08.40              
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                  
Liturgy of the Word with Holy     Communion
11.00                 
Deans’ Meeting with Archbishop

Thurs 22nd  
Feast of the See of St Peter
12.00     
Mass – Phyllis Braund (LD) 
Fri 23rd 
St Milburga of Much Wenlock
09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30                  Chaplet of Divine Mercy    

12.00              
Mass – John Paul Joyce (A)
19.00
Stations of the Cross

Sat 24th   
St Ethelbert, King of Kent
11.00 – 11.45
Confessions                            
12.00                  Mass – Kenneth Proudfoot (A)
Sun 25th          
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (pg. 151)
Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Norah Carter (A)
08.00
Mass – Tom Shovlin (LD)
10.30            
Mass – James and Sarah Gildert 
11.45 -12.45   
Yr 4 Catechesis for the Sacramental Programme (in parish centre)

16.00         
Holy Hour with Evening Prayer at 16.30, Benediction 16.45

 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 
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Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Fr Denis Harvey, Fr Pat Walsh SSS, Fr Tom Cummins, Fr Charlie Lynch. Peter Whittle, Joseph Kenyon, John Paul Joyce, Norah Carter.
READERS: 17/18 Feb: 18.15: Eileen McCarrick; 08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith; 10.30: Dr Jane Eccles. 24/25 Feb: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska; 08.00: Anthony Calderbank: 10.30: Uniform Groups.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £729 of which £352 was gift aided. Thank you for the generous gift of £250 to the Restoration Fund. Thank you very much for your great generosity and good will.  There is an optional CAFOD collection on Sunday 25th February. 

ALMS BOX FOR LENT: can be found as usual near St Anthony’s statue. Can we please remember that giving Alms is part of our individual Lenten journey.
Pope declares Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace on Friday February 23 
 “Faced with the tragic protracted situations of conflict in different parts of the world, I invite all the faithful to take part in a special Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace on February 23rd, the Friday of the First Week of Lent,” the Pope said on February 4.

ARCHBISHOP’S APPEAL: His Grace, our Archbishop made an appeal in his Pastoral letter of last weekend, on the Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes. The Archbishop appeals for younger parishioners (18+) to travel to Lourdes during the Annual pilgrimage in the summer in order to assist in some way with the other pilgrims from the Archdiocese. We would like you to seriously consider this appeal and perhaps make a decision to go and help. It is guaranteed that the week you spend in Lourdes with the Archdiocese will stay in your memory for a life time. You will receive more that you give within your work in helping others. www.liverpool-lourdes.org.uk 
WELCOME BACK to Mr Smyth, his staff and all the children after the half term break. Mums and Dads and Grandparents – you can have a bit of a rest now!

THANK YOU to all the flower ladies for all their efforts. The flowers have looked magnificent. You ought to have a well - deserved rest during Lent.

LENTEN QUOTATIONS: 

“Unless there is a Good Friday in your life, there can be no Easter Sunday.” -Ven. Fulton Sheen

"(Lent) is a period of spiritual 'combat' which we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God and penance. In this way we will be able to celebrate Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism."  -Pope Benedict XVI

"Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order to help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-denial is real without this dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not hurt." -Pope Francis

"Show me your hands. Do they have scars from giving? Show me your feet. Are they wounded in service? Show me your heart. Have you left a place for divine love?" -Ven. Fulton Sheen

"As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst…He knows your weakness. He wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you.” – Blessed Teresa of Calcutta

“You learn to speak by speaking, to study by studying, to run by running, to work by working, and just so, you learn to love by loving. All those who think to learn in any other way deceive themselves.”  -St. Francis de Sales

 “Fasting cleanses the soul, raises the mind, subjects one’s flesh to the spirit, renders the heart contrite and humble, scatters the clouds of concupiscence, quenches the fire of lust, kindles the true light of chastity.”  -St. Thomas Aquinas

"Nothing great is ever achieved without much enduring."   – St. Catherine of Siena

“The Lord measures out perfection neither by the multitude nor the magnitude of our deeds, but by the manner in which we perform them.”  – St. John of the Cross
HEALTH & SAFETY WARNING: Please be aware that due to the recent strong winds, several branches have fallen off the trees. We are trying to clean up as much as possible and as quickly as possible. However, be careful where you see the branches and take care when wheeling your shopping trolleys. 
Is there any person(s) who would like to weed the round circle outside the presbytery, over a period of time? The daffodils and tulips are rising up and last year they were really splendid. They seem to be surrounded by the small weeds. Thank you. 
