CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 27th February at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
 BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.  The Baptism preparation course will take place on Mondays 5th and 12th March, 19.00-20.15 in the presbytery.              
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FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 2nd March at 14.00 to watch the third and fourth half-hour programmes about St Catherine of Siena. 
THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEKS AHEAD:  Can we please remember that during Lent, we pray the Sorrowful Mysteries each Sunday. Please join the Lenten prayers and Stations of the Cross that we have for you. It was so good to see so many of you for the Stations of the Cross and Holy Hour.
CHRISM MASS this year is Wednesday 28th March at 19.30. If you would like to go to the Metropolitan Cathedral, please give your name in at the Parish Office. Please note that payment is required at the time of booking a place on the Deanery coach.  £10.00 adult return, half-fare for High School pupils, free for Altar Servers, Juniors and younger. The coach sets off from West Street car park at 17.15 promptly. Thank you.  
WEDDINGS AT ST MARY’S: If you are planning to get married and would like to get married at St Mary’s, please look at the notice board and take note of the dates for the Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation Programmes. Some dates are now full. Please be aware that you have to give notice of your intention to marry and identity checks need to be done by the Superintendent Registrar in Chorley. Kinga Grzeczyńska is the Approved Person/ Registrar for St Mary’s and St Joseph’s Anderton. Please ring the parish office for more information. Do not leave your notifications to the Registrar too late. Late applications will cause several problems. It is very important to remember about the legal part of your marriage celebrations. Thank you. 
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR MARCH 2018
That the church may appreciate the urgency of formation in spiritual discernment, both on the personal and communitarian levels.
Please remember to pray for our seminarian Simon Bristow, who returned to the seminary in Valladolid, Spain. Simon is in his first year of preparing for Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood. Please keep him and the other eleven Liverpool seminarians in your prayers. 

Fr Francis Marsden 
and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537

E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969  (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709 
 St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (B)

25th February 2018

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain where they could be alone by themselves. There in their presence he was transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter than any earthly bleacher could make them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus: ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; they were so frightened. And a cloud came, covering them in shadow; and there came a voice from the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then suddenly, when they looked round, they saw no one with them any more but only Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain he warned them to tell no one what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They observed the warning faithfully, though among themselves they discussed what ‘rising from the dead’ could mean
Sun 25th          
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (pg. 151)

Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Norah Carter (A)

08.00
Mass – Tom Shovlin (LD)
10.30            
Mass – James and Sarah Gildert 

11.45 -12.45   
Yr 4 Catechesis for the Sacramental Programme (in parish centre)

16.00         
Holy Hour with Evening Prayer at 16.30, Benediction 16.45

Mon 26th             

08.40            
Morning Prayer

09.00                
Mass –   Fr Ball (birthday)
Tues 27th
St Anne Line
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Francis Calderbank (A)
Wed 28th 
 
08.40              
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                
Mass – Private Intention 
11.00                   Deanery Meeting at St Joseph’s Wrightington
Thurs 1st March St David of Wales
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12.00     
Mass – Thomas Hurley (A) 
Fri 2nd 

09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00              
Mass – Laurence Kedward (A)
19.00
Stations of the Cross

Sat 3rd   
St Chad of Lichfield
11.00 – 11.45
Confessions                            
12.00                  Mass – Ian Francis Grime (A)
Sun 4th           
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (pg. )

Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Members of Lester and Fitzpatrick families RIP
08.00  
Mass – Kate Redhead (A)
10.30            
Mass – Marie Cannon RIP
14.00                 
Msza Święta po polsku

16.00               
Holy Hour with Evening Prayer 16.30, Benediction 16.45
 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Sheila Masterson, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Fred Southworth, Francis Calderbank, Thomas Hurley, Laurence Kedward, Ian Francis Grime.
READERS: 24/25 Feb: 18.15  Kinga Grzeczynska; 08.00  Anthony Calderbank: 10.30  Uniform Groups  3/4 March:18.15  Stan Wilson; 08.00  Greta Fazakerley;             10.30  Simon Eccles.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £863 of which £456 was gift aided. There is an optional CAFOD collection this Sunday 25th February. Envelopes are available in the narthex. Next week is the collection for the Restoration Fund. Thank you.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENT will be held on Saturday 3rd March, 10-5 in the parish centre on the theme #PressforProgress. Please see the poster. 
JUST A WORD…  We have heard recently in the media about the scandals in Oxfam and other charity organisations. Oxfam has many good employees and they have helped millions of people. It is a sad fact that some employees and volunteers have abused  their positions and behaved very badly. Their actions have exploited vulnerable victims of catastrophe and damaged their fellow workers. Every organization has the problem of human sinfulness.  Even those doing great good can have serious moral failings. Can we please remember that Oxfam, like our own CAFOD and other similar organisations, is committed to helping millions of the world’s poorest and vulnerable people. Without their help, these people would starve to death or die of disease or lack of clean drinking water.  Please continue to support these charities despite the current negative publicity, from the right-wing press and others who have little compassion and hate any money being sent overseas to help the poor of this world. 
Organ donation consultation
    The Government has launched an open consultation titled, “Introducing ‘opt-out’ consent for organ and tissue donation in England”. This consultation will run until 6 March. Responding to the consultation, Bishop Paul Mason, the Catholic bishop responsible for healthcare, said, 
    “The Government’s plans to introduce ‘opt-out’ consent for organ and tissue donation in England undermine the concept of donation as a gift, and cross the line of what is a reasonable action for the state to take in relation to the individuals within it.

    “Moreover, the structure of ‘opt-out’ consent doesn’t necessarily succeed. This system was introduced in Wales in December 2015. Since then there has in fact been a slight decrease in organ transplants in Wales, compared with an increase in England over the same period.  When an ‘opt-out’ system is implemented for organ donation, it is no longer a gift. Voluntary organ donation is an intrinsic good and something I’d encourage all people to consider.”
ON THE TRANSFIGURATION
“He took (Peter, James and John) up to the mountain, that He might show them His kingdom, before they witnessed His suffering and death…so that…they might understand that He was not crucified…because of His own powerlessness, but because it had pleased Him of His goodness to suffer for the salvation of the world.”—St. Ephraim
"At his Transfiguration Christ showed His disciples the splendour of His beauty, to which He will shape and colour those who are His: 'He will reform our lowness configured to the body of his glory.'" - St Thomas Aquinas  


In the time of Jesus the Mount of Transfiguration was on the way to the cross. In our day the cross is on the way to the mount of transfiguration. If you would be on the mountain, you must consent to pass over the road to it. - 

 HYPERLINK "http://quotes.yourdictionary.com/author/henry-clay-trumbull/" 
Henry Clay Trumbull


“He must have lit up the sky that day on the mountain, what we call the transfiguration. Jesus on the mountaintop unveiled a foretaste of heaven and glory. Light filled Him so that the witnesses remarked on a hue of white that was whiter than any shade possible. It was a sci-fi transportation to another dimension and while Peter and John were still reeling, Moses and Elijah showed up. It broke the barrier between heaven and earth for Jesus was the one who could belong to both at the same time. A citizen of heaven, a citizen of earth.” - Sara Lowe
Christ "was transfigured, not by acquiring what He was not but by manifesting to his disciples what He in fact was; he opened their eyes and gave these blind man sight." St. John Damascene
EARLY PRAYERS: St Joseph’s Harpers Lane: open daily 07.00 – 08.30 for Adoration
