CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on Tues 13th March at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
 BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses.  The Baptism preparation course will take place on  12th March (part II), 19.00-20.15 in the presbytery.              
MOTHER’S DAY: This weekend we celebrate Mothering Sunday and remember our beautiful Mothers and those ladies who have been there when Mums were not available, those living and those who have gone to their eternal reward. We also pray for Mother Church which upholds our Catholic Faith. We ask Our Blessed Lady to be a Mother to us all and protect us with her loving tenderness. Mother, Mum, Mam, Mama are probably the most beautiful words in any language. NB. There are some Mass times available during March. Why not give your Mother a Mass for her intentions as a present or offering?
HOW IS YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY SO FAR? Please try to come to the Friday Stations of the Cross and the Sunday Holy Hour. If you can manage to attend an extra Mass during the week, please do so (where ever you are). If you are a busy parent or grandparent, perhaps you could spare a decade of the rosary for our parish sick and housebound. Each prayer that you make will benefit another person. 

CHURCH REPAIR WORKS: Last week, we had a sudden downpour of water beside the Sacred Heart Altar. After investigation, it was found that due to the freezing weather, a pipe from the church central heating header tank had ruptured. This tank sits in a space very difficult of access, above the ceiling of the Sacred Heart altar. The water from this roof tank started flowing down the altar walls. The scaffolding team and Gary the Roofer have been very good and by their fast actions prevented more damage occurring. It will take some time for the carpet to dry out.  

CARDINAL NEWMAN COLLEGE is holding a Lenten Vigil on Tuesday 20th March at 18.30. Please see the notice board for the full details. Thank you.

THE NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH started on Saturday 10th March. It is on the wall near the statue. Please will someone lead the prayers. Thank you.

O Jesus, like us, tempted to glory, wealth and power. Make us, like You, unyielding and strong in temptation’s hour.

Please keep Simon Bristow and the other eleven Liverpool seminarians in your prayers. 
Fr Francis Marsden 
and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
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Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son. On these grounds is sentence pronounced:  that though the light has come into the world men have shown they prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were evil. And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes out into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’ John 3:14-21
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Sun 11th         
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (p 162)
Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Bertram Leach RIP

08.00
Mass – Bernard and Alice (A) Joyce 

10.30            
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP

16.00         
Holy Hour with Evening Prayer at 16.30, 
Benediction 16.45

Mon 12th             
08.40            
Morning Prayer

09.00                
Mass - 
Tues 13th

09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                  
Mass – Derek Smith (90th birthday)
Wed 14th

08.40              
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                
Mass – Keith Smith (sick)
10.30                  Meeting of priests with Archbishop at St Joseph’s Wrightington

Thurs 15th             
12.00     
Mass – Kathleen Watmough (A) and Maureen and John Brenan
Fri 16th

09.30 – 11.45    
Morning Prayer and Exposition
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12.00              
Mass – Leon Reis (LD)
19.00
Stations of the Cross

Sat 17th 
St Patrick, Patron of Ireland
11.00 – 11.45
Confessions                            
12.00                  Mass – Geoff Smith (LD)
Sun 18th         
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (B) (pg169)

Sat: 18.15        
Mass – Edward Ostick (A)
08.00
Mass – Brian Murphy (A) and Alice Bleasdale (A)
10.30            
Mass – Mary Arrowsmith (LD)
11.45-12.45   
Year 4 Catechesis in the parish centre

14.00            
Msza Święta po polsku

16.00         
Holy Hour with Evening Prayer at 16.30, Benediction 16.45

 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Fr Michael O’Neill, Nora O’Neill, Janusz Neisser, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary Arrowsmith (89) from Devonshire Court.
ANNIVERSARIES: Alice Joyce, Kathleen Watmough, Edward Ostick, Brian Murphy, Alice Bleasdale
READERS: 10/11 March: 18.15: Angela Simm. 08.00: Volunteer. 10.30: Marion Herbert. 17/18 March: 18.15: Jeni Wilson. 08.00: John Gunn. 10.30: Volunteer
OFFERTORY COLLECTION:  After a couple of rather low weeks, we did very well indeed last week, £1113 out of which £711 was gift aided. The monthly Restoration Fund collection raised £416. Thank you very much for your great generosity and good will.  The CAFOD collection last Sunday raised £212. This Sunday we are being asked by the Archdiocese of Liverpool to have a collection for the Nugent Appeal. For those of you who Gift Aid, please use a spare envelope in your box and write on the envelope Nugent Appeal. Next weekend there will be a collection for the Heating Fund after the recent cold weather spell. Thank you. The 2018-2019 Gift Aid envelopes will be ready for collection from 12th March.

THE LENTEN ALMS BOX can be found near St Anthony’s statue.

ADOREMUS NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE AND CONGRESS
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Adoremus will take place from 7th – 9th September 2018 in Liverpool with some 10,000 Catholics expected to attend. Adoremus is being hosted by our Archdiocese after a decision made by the English Bishops Conference. 
 A one-day Theological Symposium on Friday 7th September.  Admission will be by ticket only at a cost of £40. Canon Mervyn Tower, Canon David Oakley, and Sr Margaret Atkins will all give keynote speeches.

 A stage led conference on Saturday 8th September, at the Echo Arena, Liverpool for which admission will also be by ticket only at a cost of £40.  The keynote speaker will be Bishop Robert Barron an American prelate of the Catholic Church, author, theologian and evangelist, known for his Word on Fire ministry. 

 A Eucharistic Procession in the city of Liverpool on Sunday 9th September. If there is enough interest in this day, we may organise a coach.
We are asked to send a small number of adult representatives from Chorley Deanery. If you are interested in representing our parish, please contact the parish office. The full details of the three day Congress are on the notice board in the narthex.

FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We meet on Friday 16th  March at 14.00 in the presbytery to view the film – Bella. ‘A universal story of honesty’.
APF - Mill Hill Missions:  The total amount raised by red boxes and private donations during 2017 has been confirmed at £3,710.79 a huge thank-you to all involved.  During March the Promoters will deliver the Spring Mission Magazines and contact box holders to arrange donation collections. 

A reminder from Safeguarding: Collectors, please remember that Mill Hill Missions advise you not to enter houses when you are collecting the red APF boxes. If anyone wishes to bring their red box to the parish office, it will be passed onto the Mill Hill Coordinator for our parish and returned to you. Thank you.
QUOTATIONS:
What people don’t realize is how much Christianity costs. They think faith is a big electric blanket, when of course it is the Cross.  Flannery O’Connor 

The difficulty explaining why I am Catholic is that there are 10,000 reasons all amounting to one reason: that Catholicism is true.  G.K. Chesterton

How sad it is when someone comes to you looking for Jesus and all they see is you. St Teresa of Calcutta 

Some people say, “I’m non-denominational”. I love to respond, “Well, as a Catholic, I’m pre-denominational”.  Steve Ray  

 HOLY WEEK

Services of Reconciliation. 

Sunday   25th March at St Gregory’s Chorley. PR7 3NW at 15.00
Monday   26th March at Sacred Heart, Chorley. PR6 0NG at 19.00
Tuesday  27th March at St Mary’s Chorley. PR7 2SR at 19.00
Chrism Mass at Liverpool Cathedral – Wednesday 28th March at 19.30. Please book your place on the coach, at the parish office asap. 
