CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

COLLECT FOR THE MASS IN TIME OF PANDEMIC (2020)
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger, to whom we turn in our distress; in faith we pray, look with compassion on the afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that together we may give glory to your holy name.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

MESSAGE FROM ST LAURENCE’S:  A vacancy has arisen at St. Laurence’s for a part-time Administrator. This is because the current post-holder is moving to a different role within the church. More information and details of how to apply can be found here: SL-Parish-Administrator-Job-description-and-advert-March-2021.pdf (stlaurencechorley.co.uk)
DIVINE MERCY SERVICE will take place on Sunday 11th April at 15.00 here at St Mary’s Chorley. It will be led by Fr Marsden. Please note that there will be no Mass after the Service.
VOLUNTEERS WANTED to sweep and keep tidy the church grounds in front of the church. More information from the parish office.
BISHOP HRYHORIY KOMAR has made a good recovery from COVID but Bishop Yaroslav Pryriz, his ordinary, is in hospital and remains poorly, in Drohobych, Ukraine. Please pray for them.

During Holy Week you are invited to watch a video of prayer and music for Good Friday which was put together jointly by the Christian churches in Chorley. The Catholic community contributed both music and prayers, please watch out for the link on our website early next week.
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -17.00 Tues – Fri. ONLY
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A great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the king of Israel!’

And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as is written, ‘Fear not, daughter of Sion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass’s colt!’ His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him.    John 12:12-16
Palm Crosses will be blessed during Mass. They will be distributed at the end of Mass when you are leaving the church. Please ask one of the stewards.

Sun 28th  

PALM SUNDAY (B)

Sat 17.00

Mass – Malachy McGeown (A)                                  

09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass – Mabel Vigar (A) 
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  

Mon 29th
        Private Mass 
Tues 30th        

 
12.00                       

Funeral Mass – David Sweeney
  Wed 31st

                                         
12.00               
          Mass – Peter Higgins (A)
18.00                              Chrism Mass at Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool           

                                       (Livestream) Celebrant; His Grace Archbishop McMahon
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THE SACRED TRIDUUM
Thurs 1st April
   
HOLY THURSDAY
18.30                  

Mass of the Lord’s Supper -
                                       Anne Colette Bury RIP
Fri 2nd
          GOOD FRIDAY
10.30              

Stations of the Cross.    
15.00                              The Passion of the Lord              
Sat 3rd 

HOLY SATURDAY
16.00-16.45

Confessions in garden 

Sat 17.00

Easter Vigil Mass – Fr Barry McAllister (sick)                                
Sun 4th

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass of the Resurrection – Andrew Waddington RIP
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Wed, Thurs, 
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HOLY WEEK starts today, Palm Sunday. On the instructions of the Vatican and of our bishops, the Holy Week Liturgies are somewhat abbreviated. On Holy Thursday there is no foot washing and no procession to or watching at the Altar of Repose. Stations of the Cross on Good Friday will be without procession. The Liturgy of the Passion will be shorter, with no reading of the Passion Gospel in parts, and only the priest venerating the Cross.  The Easter Vigil will begin in church at 17.00 with the Easter Candle already on the altar, and no individual candles. No Easter fire in the garden or procession. Holy Water will be blessed but not the font. You do not need a ticket to come to Mass. 

CHRISM MASS will be held at the Metropolitan Cathedral on 31st March at 18.00. You will be able to live stream from the Cathedral site. Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP and the Deans and Hospital Chaplains will be present. Please note the earlier time of the Mass. https://www.youtube.com/c/TheMetropolitanCathedralLiverpool or https://www.facebook.com/liverpoolmetrocathedral
RECENTLY DECEASED: Lelia Addy on 25th March, wife of George, died in Thornton, Cleveleys. Josie Halsall (91) and Robert her son (50) of Coppull who have both died within days of each other.
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Bishop Yaroslav Pryriz, Sister Auxentiya,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Dcn Norman Arrowsmith, Emily Atkins,  Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, John Cullinan, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes,  Anne Knowles, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES:  Mabel Vigar, Peter Higgins
READERS: Sat: 27th Gillian Sharples. Sun: 28th Tracy O’Neill. 
Holy Thursday 18.30 – Gillian Sharples. Good Friday – Kinga Grzeczynska

Easter Vigil – Andrew Jenner, Gillian Sharples, Kinga Grzeczynska.

Easter Sunday – Tracy O’Neill
HEALTH & SAFETY:   Please follow the H&S rules. If you break the rules and if we have a positive COVID case, the church must shut for a deep clean.  If you are unwell, do not come to church. The Sunday obligation to attend Mass is still suspended.
Please keep to the two metres social distance. Exit the church via the main aisle. Please do not take short cuts through the pews. You must wear a mask unless you are exempt. Please sanitise your hands upon entering and exiting the church. Please do not gather outside the church chatting. None of us is invulnerable even after receiving both vaccines. We could still carry the virus and spread it around unknowingly. 

QUOTATIONS: Do you find yourself feeling too overwhelmed or too busy at the end of Lent? Here are some inspiring saint quotes to contemplate and meditate on this Holy Week.
“While the world changes, the Cross stands firm.” – St. Bruno

“The Divine Heart is an ocean full of all good things, wherein poor souls can cast all their needs; it is an ocean full of joy to drown all our sorrows, an ocean of humility to drown our folly, an ocean of mercy to those in distress, an ocean of love in which to submerge our poverty.” – St. Margaret Mary

“Unless there is a Good Friday in your life, there can be no Easter Sunday.” – Ven. Fulton Sheen

“If you suffer with Him, you will reign with Him. If you cry with Him, you will have joy with Him. If you die with Him on the Cross of tribulation, you will possess the eternal dwelling place in the splendour of the saints.  And your name, written in the Book of Life, will be glorious among men.” – St. Clare of Assisi

“Even on the Cross, He did not hide himself from sight; rather, He made all creation witness to the presence of its maker. Then, having once left it be seen that is was truly dead, He did not allow that temple of his body to linger long, but forthwith on third day raised it up, impassible and incorrupt, the pledge and token of his victory.” – St. Athanasius of Alexandria

“Behold, Jesus Christ crucified, who is the only foundation of our hope; He is our mediator and advocate; the victim and sacrifice for our sins. He is goodness and patience itself; His mercy is moved by the tears of sinners, and he never refuses pardon and grace to those who ask it with a truly contrite and humbled heart.” – St. Charles Borromeo

“He who seeks not the Cross of Christ seeks not the glory of Christ.” – St. John of the Cross

“When we contemplate the sufferings of Jesus, He grants us, according to the measure of our faith, the grace to practice the virtues He revealed during those sacred hours.” – St.  Angela Merici
“The Cross is the way of Paradise, but only when it Is borne willingly.” – St. Paul of the Cross
