CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

Let us pray also for all those who suffer the consequences of the current pandemic, that God the Father may grant health to the sick, strength to those who care for them, comfort to families and salvation to all the victims who have died.

Almighty ever-living God, only support of our human weakness, look with compassion upon the sorrowful condition of your children who suffer because of this pandemic; relieve the pain of the sick, give strength to those who care for them, welcome into your peace those who have died and, throughout this time of tribulation, grant that we may all find comfort in your merciful love. Through Christ our Lord.
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.

EASTER WISHES
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I would like to wish everyone a very happy and holy Easter. Thank you for all your support and hard work. I am very grateful for the generous financial support that you have so kindly given. I am very grateful to all the stewards, cleaners, Alison for the flower arranging and EOMs, without whom, the church would not remain open. Thank you for your Faith and your support of St Mary’s Chorley.
God Bless. Fr Francis Marsden and Fr Laurence Mayne,  Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
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 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
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It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said, ‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’

  So, Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the dead.

                                                                                         John 20:1-9
Sat 3rd 

HOLY SATURDAY
16.00-16.45

Confessions in garden 

Sat 17.00

Easter Vigil Mass – Fr Barry McAllister (sick)                                
Sun 4th

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass of the Resurrection – Andrew Waddington RIP
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton   
Mon 5th                         EASTER MONDAY
12.00
        Mass – Eileen Howard (LD)
Tues 6th      

 
12.00                       

Mass – Philip Wood (LD)
  Wed 7th

                                         
12.00               
          Mass – Leokadia (A) and Wladyslaw Gray–Grzeczynski
                                                     Paul Anthony Creaner RIP
Thurs 8th
   
Private Mass
Fri 9th

No abstinence from meat required (Easter Octave)
12.00                              Mass – Edward McDaid RIP           
Sat 10th

16.15-16.45

Confessions in garden 

Sat 17.00

Mass – Rosie, Leon, Janet and Michael Bolton                               
Sun 11th

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
10.00        

Mass – Joan and Frank Scott RIP
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
15.00                          Divine Mercy Service – led by Fr Marsden

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Wed, Thurs, 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Bishop Yaroslav Pryriz, Sister Auxentiya,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Dcn Norman Arrowsmith, Emily Atkins,  Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, John Cullinan, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes,  Anne Knowles, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Muriel Wilson who died in February. Winifred Calderbank whose funeral was at St Gregory’s this week. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord…
ANNIVERSARIES: Lauren Owen, Leokadia Gray - Grzeczynska
READERS: Good Friday – Tracy O’Neill 
Easter Vigil – Andrew Jenner, Gillian Sharples, Kinga Grzeczynska.

Easter Sunday – Tracy O’Neill

Sat 10th – 17.00 Eileen McCarrick. Sun 11th 10.00 Tracy O’Neill.

DIVINE MERCY SERVICE will take place next Sunday, 11th April at 15.00 here at St Mary’s Chorley. It will be led by Fr Marsden. Please note that there will be no Mass after the Service. The Novena commenced on Good Friday. Booklets about the Divine Mercy are free. You can find them on the newspaper table.
VOLUNTEERS WANTED to sweep and keep tidy the church grounds in front of the church. More information from the parish office.

CONGRATULATIONS to Fr Peter Crowther on his Golden Jubilee of the Sacred Priesthood.
2021 EASTER MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP McMAHON 
The events of the first Easter morning began quietly, in stark contrast to the violence and baying crowds which accompanied the crucifixion on Good Friday. Mary Magdalen went to the tomb early in the morning on the first day of the week – while it was still dark – while it was quiet with no people around and none of the hustle and bustle of Jerusalem, the busy city. 
Things began to change when she saw that the stone had been rolled away, she ran to Simon Peter and the disciple John saying, ‘they have taken the Lord out of the tomb and we do not know where they have laid him’. The disciples ran to the Tomb and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, they believed. 
Mary though was not joyful, she did not have hope, she stood outside the empty tomb weeping asking where the body of Jesus had been taken. Yet as she recognised the risen Jesus her life was transformed moving from darkness to light, from sorrow to joy and from despair to hope. 
For over a year now we have been living under the darkness of the pandemic, just as the light of the Risen Christ is always with us so we have seen light in that darkness through the bravery, generosity and kindness of others. The light offered to us by the heroes of our NHS, carers, and all who have worked to keep our country going. 
Easter is always a time of reawakening and this year as a country we are approaching our own reawakening. Our villages, towns and cities have been quiet, but they are slowly and cautiously coming back to life. We are seeing hope through the vaccine, developed through the gifts of science, giving us hope for a better and safer future. 
There have been times of grief, loss, doubt and despair during the dark days, and we hold in prayer all who have suffered. We bring those times to our celebration of the resurrection which begins in darkness in our churches with the lighting of the Easter Candle symbolising the risen Christ. A life-giving light overcoming the darkness, bringing healing to a broken world. Just as the lives of Mary Magdalen and the disciples were transformed on the first Easter morning so too our lives may be transformed as we embrace the light of the Risen Lord who sheds his peace on all humanity. 
May God bless us all on this glorious Easter Day.
