CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In urgent cases or emergency please ask the ward staff to call the duty Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS who are bringing their children to Holy Mass. It is truly good to see youngsters at Mass. You are giving your child the vital opportunity to form a relationship with God and to understand why Mass is so important in the Catholic Faith. Please continue and well-done boys and girls.

CHILDREN’S CELEBRATION MASS: On Sunday 21st April at 10.00 am, we would like to have a Mass celebrating the children of the parish and school. Please bring your children to this Mass and join in the thanksgiving to God of a precious little one who is your daughter or son or a child who you care for – whatever their age. We can meet in the parish centre after Mass for some pop and tea. 
UPDATE ON DRY ROT WORK. We have received the plans to replace the plaster and wood in the effected areas. The inner work in the church will cost £20,000 and the roof work will cost several thousands more. We are advised by the surveyor’s department that the cost will be close to £30,000. Therefore, will have to spend all the monies we received during the COVID period on paying these bills and all the monies received from the church restoration fund. Your Gift Aid donations are crucial to us in paying for huge bills like this one and the recent painting in the font area, in October last year. 
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If anyone would like to consider donations through the Gift Aid scheme, please contact the parish office or Margaret Evans. The scheme is very easy – you put your monthly donations in an envelope that we provide for you with your unique number on the envelope. The amount of money that you donate must be paid by you in your taxes per tax year. For every £1.00 you donate we can claim 0.25p from HMRC. This helps the parish finances enormously. The envelopes are per month, so you can simply gather your donations and put them in the monthly envelope and pop them in the collection basket. Thank you for helping us to keep this beautiful Grade II Listed Building in its splendid beauty.
GIFT AID ENVELOPES are now ready to collect from the parish office. PLEASE do not take anyone else’s number. Thank you.
BAPTISMS OF CHILDREN: Please see either Deacon Norman or Fr Marsden after a weekend Mass in order to obtain an Application Form. Once that is completed and handed back in, we can try to arrange a suitable date. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org
Parish Office: Tues - Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread.

  They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you!’ In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said, ‘Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see, I have.’ And as he said this, he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they still could not believe it, and they stood there dumbfounded; so he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.

  Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled.’ He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’ Luke 24:35-48
Sat 13th
Bl. Miles Gerard of Ince, Wigan. 
16.15-16.45   
Confessions
17.00             
Mass – In gratitude and thanksgiving 
Sun 14th
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  (Mass book p. 258)
10.00
Mass – Stella Vigar – 99th birthday
Mon 15th    

09.00                
Mass – Canon Jimmy Collins (A)
Tues 16th       
St Bernadette
12.00
Mass – Leokadia (A) and Wladyslaw Gray-Grzeczynski
Wed 17th  

09.00           
Mass – Baby Tom McKenna (poorly)          
Thurs 18th

12.00            
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
Fri 19th         
 
12.00           
Mass – John Henson (sick)
Sat 20th
Blesseds James Bell of Warrington & John Finch of Eccleston 
16.15-16.45   
Confessions
17.00             
Mass – Peter Higgins (A)
Sun 21st 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  (Mass book p. 261)
10.00
Mass (Children’s Mass) – Parishioners
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND THE HOUSEBOUND: Emily Atkins, Patrick and Maureen Bolger, Dorothy Burgoyne, Michael Collins, Kathleen Coyle, Colette Ellis, Jane Gilbertson, Rosemary Hough, Jacob Hughes, Winter Heenan, Archbishop Emeritus Patrick Kelly, Mary Langton, Theresa Martin, Fr Laurence Mayne, Debbie MacFarlane, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith, Alan Taylor, Stella Vigar, Mike White, and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, and Gillibrand Hall. Please inform the parish office if you would like to have your name removed from the above sick list. Thank you.
READERS: 13th Sat: 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. 14th Sun: 10.00 Simon Eccles.
                     20th Sat: 17.00 Gillian Sharples.      21st Sun: 10.00 Tracy O’Neill
ANNIVERSARIES: Canon Jimmy Collins, Peter Higgins, Ann Wallwork, Bertram Livesey, Leo Bray, Marie – Therese Doyle, Catherine Redhead. 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CHILDREN: Parents and children are reminded that it is a necessity for Catholics to attend Holy Mass each weekend at any Catholic Church of your choice. Please ask the Priest or Deacon to sign the attendance card. If your child is ill or you must work and there is nobody available (relative or friend) to bring your child to Mass, then you are excused. Football, sports, parties or shopping will not be accepted as an excuse. Attendance cards will be looked at after Easter for each Yr 4 child and the children in other communities who are joining us for this special day.                       
LATELY DECEASED:  Eric Douglas Harvey Hoyle, Lord Hoyle (98) The death of Lord Hoyle was announced on Saturday 6th April. He served many years as an MP for Warrington, and was the father of our MP, Sir Lindsey Hoyle.  We pray for the repose of his soul.
APPEAL THIS WEEKEND: The Congregation of the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Sr Mary–Priscilla will be speaking to us during the Sunday Masses. The Sisters are asking for your financial help to enable them to continue their work in looking after the poor and those who depend on them. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
The IHM Sisters are an institute of pontifical right with headquarters in Nigeriat, Illinois. The Institute was founded in 1937 by Bishop Charles Heerey, CSSp to respond to the mission of the Church by empowering women and children and upholding family values. The religious community obtained papal statutes in 1973 as a missionary institute, whose members strive to imitate Christ’s humble and compassionate service to humanity.  In keeping with its missionary nature, members minister in many countries: Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Cameroun, T-Chad, Italy, England, Scotland, Ireland, Germany, Canada, and in eleven U.S. states.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our beloved Stella Vigar who is 99 years old today. We wish Stella a very happy birthday and we thank her for decades of dedication, hard work and commitment to St Mary’s Chorley. Stella was previously Sister Marie–Bernard in the religious Order of The Sisters of Charity. She was also a Health Visitor and a very competent nurse. We can forward birthday cards to Stella, if you would like to leave them at the parish office. Thank you.
SPUC Pro-Life Chain: Saturday 27th April 11.00 – 13.00

Please join us for this annual silent act of witness to remember the millions of unborn babies lost to abortion.  Meet on London Road, Preston – just north of Ribble bridge.  Stay for all or part of the time; bring a chair if required.  For info Tel 01772 723094.

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING NOTICE The safeguarding section are holding Induction Training for LPSR's (Local Parish Safeguarding Reps) on Wednesday 17 April between 18.00-20.00, this training is for parishes with new volunteers wishing to take up the role and any existing parish reps who would like refresher training, please book a place by emailing asap. c.newton@rcaol.org.uk
Visit from Fr Gabriel, Parish Priest at Holy Family in Gaza - Sunday 28 April 
Fr Gabriel Romanelli, the parish priest of Holy Family Parish, Gaza, has accepted an invitation from the Catholic Bishops to visit the UK at the end of April. During the visit, Fr Gabriel will meet the Bishops to thank them for their continued support; he will speak to MPs and Lords in Parliament before a brief visit to Glasgow. He will spend a few days in English Martyrs parish, Litherland, before returning to the Holy Land. On Sunday, 28 April, he will join the parish for Mass at 10.30; Bishop Tom Neylon will be the principal celebrant and Knights & Dames of the Holy Sepulchre will also attend. All are welcome.

                                       The Road to Emmaus

Today’s Gospel (Lk 24:35-38) comes right after Jesus’ encounter with the two disciples on their way to Emmaus. In the opening verse the two disciples have just shared their story about meeting Jesus on the road and how Jesus made Himself known to them in the breaking of the bread. After the two disciples vented their disappointment and expressed their shattered hopes and expectations, Jesus asked them: “Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter His glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself. And after they recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, the two disciples asked each other: “Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
It is highly unlikely but not impossible, that we will have a road to Emmaus moment on Market Street, downtown. However, we could meet The Lord when we help others with love and mercy. The hands that give with gentleness and love and treat the poor and vulnerable as if they were treating Our Blessed Lord Himself, create the Mystery of Mercy in giving without counting the cost or loving when hatred is all around. During our lives, we may have a moment of recognising The Lord when we may have strayed from His Church and the Sacraments. We could arrive to a long and crippling road when suddenly we remember that all we really need is God’s favour and love and it is free for each one of us. All we need to do it to watch out for it and recognise the times when you put your trust in The Lord and He leads you on and accompanies you on your own road to Emmaus.
