CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 3rd April at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. Thank you for the donation of £200.00 towards the Heating Cost. It is very much appreciated. 
 BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses 
NEW FILM IN THE PICTURES: This weekend a new film is being released in the UK. St Paul, Apostle of Christ. If enough people would like to go and see it, we could have a parish night out to the pictures. Please contact the parish office.
DEANERY SERVICES OF RECONCILIATION FOR HOLY WEEK: Thank you to all the Priests who assisted.
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We next meet on Friday 6th April at 14.00 in the presbytery to view a film about the long-suffering wife, mother and nun St Rita of Cascia who is known to be patron of impossible cases and abused spouses. Come and enjoy the film, it really is very good.

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL

For those who have Responsibility in Economic Matters - That economists may have the courage to reject any economy of exclusion and know how to open new paths.
EASTER WISHES
Deacon Norman and I would like to wish you and your families a very blessed Easter.  I would also like to thank all the people who work so hard to prepare the church for any great Feast. You are very much appreciated and I am grateful for all that you do for St Mary’s. I would also like to thank all the Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion who take the Eucharistic Lord to the sick and housebound. You are very much appreciated by many people. Thank you.
May the Risen Lord bless you and your loved ones.
  Fr Francis Marsden  and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537 
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When the sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices with which to go and anoint him. And very early in the morning on the first day of the week they went to the tomb, just as the sun was rising.

They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ But when they looked they could see that the stone – which was very big – had already been rolled back. On entering the tomb they saw a young man in a white robe seated on the right-hand side, and they were struck with amazement. But he said to them, ‘There is no need for alarm. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he has risen, he is not here. See, here is the place where they laid him. But you must go and tell his disciples and Peter, “He is going before you to Galilee; it is there you will see him, just as he told you.”’

Sun 1St April   
EASTER SUNDAY  - THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
Sat: 20.00       
EASTER VIGIL AND MASS – Mary and Tom Nightingale (A) (p.216)
08.00
Mass –Mary Arrowsmith RIP (p.251)
10.30            
Mass – Lauren Owen (A)
14.00               
Msza Święta po polsku

Mon 2nd      
Easter Monday
08.40            
Morning Prayer         
09.00               
Mass – Gerrard Shaw (birthday remembrance)
Tues 3rd

09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00             
Mass – Mary Arrowsmith (LD)                          
Wed 4th

08.30          
Morning Prayer                                                                
10.00                 
Mass – Successful exams (MR)
Thurs 5th  
       

12.00       
Mass – Lawrence and Violet Moore (F)        
Fri 6th
     
09.30             
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00                  
Mass – Ryan John Hamer (A) 
Sat 7th 

11.00 – 11.45
Confessions    
12.00                  
Mass – Anthony and Angela Simm (Ruby Wedding Anniversary)
Sun 8th   
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  (p.255)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass – Dr Wladyslaw and Leokadia Gray – Grzeczynski (A)    
08.00
Mass – Parishioners
10.30            
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP
15.00           
Divine Mercy Devotions and confessions followed by Mass at Sacred   

Heart, Brooke Street. Chorley. PR6 0NG

 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Michael O’Neill MHM, Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary Cobham from Mawdesley, sister of Fr Gerard Cobham. Requiem Mass took place on 28th March. May she rest in peace.
ANNIVERSARIES: Mary and Tom Nightingale, Lauren Owen, Ryan John Hamer, Wladyslaw and Leokadia Grzeczynski.
READERS:  Holy Saturday: 20.00: Margaret Rossall, Gillian Sharples, Jeni Wilson, Kinga Grzeczynska.  Easter Sunday 08.00: Anthony Calderbank; 10.30 Rosemary Grime. 07/08: 18.15: Ian McLelland, 08.00: Greta Fazakerley, 10.30: Robert Wilson. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: The collection last week was £1021, out of which £489 was gift aided. The Restoration Fund collection came to £246. The collection this Easter Sunday will be for the parish. The collection on Good Friday was for the Holy Places and will be sent on. Thank you for your great generosity.

2018-2019 Gift Aid envelopes which were not collected from church, have now been delivered to your homes. You can see that the loose plate collection can be substantial. If you pay tax and would like the church to receive some of the tax that you have paid, please sign a Gift Aid form.
FR MICHAEL O’NEILL: Can I please ask that you pray for Fr Michael who remains very poorly. He really needs our prayers. Thank you.

EASTER FLOWERS: We would be very happy to receive any donations for the Easter flowers. Perhaps you would like to donate in celebration of a special event in your family, or an anniversary or birthday. Please consider doing so. Thank you.
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QUOTATIONS FOR REFLECTION:

“On the third day the friends of Christ coming at daybreak to the place found the grave empty and the stone rolled away.  In varying ways they realized the new wonder; but even they hardly realized that the world had died in the night.  What they were looking at was the first day of a new creation, with a new heaven and a new earth; and in a semblance of the gardener God walked again in the garden, in the cool not of the evening but of the dawn.”  (G. K. Chesterton; The Everlasting Man)
“The Lord’s triumph, on the day of the Resurrection, is final. Where are the soldiers the rulers posted there? Where are the seals that were fixed to the stone of the tomb? Where are those who condemned the Master? Where are those who crucified Jesus? He is victorious, and faced with his victory those poor wretches have all taken flight. Be filled with hope: Jesus Christ is always victorious.(St. Jose Maria Escriva, The Forge, 660) 

"O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages." (St. John Chrysostom, Easter Homily)

"The Cross had asked the questions; the Resurrection had answered them...The Cross had asked: "Why does God permit evil and sin to nail Justice to a tree?" The Resurrection answered: "That sin, having done its worst, might exhaust itself and this be overcome by Love that is stronger than either sin or death." (Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Lent and Easter Wisdom, 110) 

"Faith in the Resurrection of Jesus says that there is a future for every human being; the cry for unending life which is a part of the person is indeed answered." (Pope Benedict XVI,  Benedictus, 128)

"If one does away with the fact of the Resurrection, one also does away with the Cross, for both stand and fall together, and one would then have to find a new centre for the whole message of the gospel. What would come to occupy this centre is at best a mild father-god who is not affected by the terrible injustice in the world, or man in his morality and hope who must take care of his own redemption." (Hans Urs Von Balthasar, The Cross For Us)

"In fact, everything that exists and moves in the Church - the sacraments, doctrine, institutions - draws its strength from Christ's Resurrection." (Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, Life in Christ, 67)
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN MASS TIME ON WEDNESDAY.
