ARCHBISHOP’S PASCHAL LETTER
 Easter Message of the Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP, 
Archbishop of Liverpool.

Easter Day has dawned, a day like no other. A day filled with joy so great that we cannot begin to describe it. In these last days as we have remembered the events of the holiest week of the year we have experienced every human emotion: triumph, betrayal, suffering, pain, and desolation. Our remembrance goes back 2,000 years and yet those emotions are very much alive in our world; in our lives today. The joy that the Resurrection of Jesus brought to his followers is also alive for us today. It is a joy that will never end. I was privileged to attend the funeral of Sir Ken Dodd last week in Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral: one emotion, one word which shone through his life was happiness. He sang, ‘I thank the Lord that I’ve been blessed with more than my share of happiness’. Today we feel our own happiness as we celebrate the Resurrection, and yet it is only a shadow of the happiness which is to come, which the Risen Lord wants for us. Ken would wish people ‘happiness always’ and that is what we have today. Through the Resurrection of Jesus we know that death has been conquered & that we are assured of an eternal life, a happiness the like of which we have never experienced before, one which will last for- ever. The journey which is Holy Week reminds us of the trials of life through which we will rise to life. Through the Cross Jesus has drawn all people to himself and through his Resurrection he has transformed our lives and given us all the gift of eternal happiness. If we let the light of the Risen Christ into our lives and those of our families it will bring an inner peace & happiness as we experience the mercy of God in the ordinary things of life. May the Risen Lord bless us all during this Easter Season.
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In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name.

Sun 15th    
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  (p.255)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass – Dr Wladyslaw and Leokadia Gray – Grzeczynski (A)    
08.00
Mass – Parishioners
10.30            
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP

15.00           
Divine Mercy Devotions and confessions followed by Mass at Sacred   

                            Heart, Brooke Street. Chorley. PR6 0NG
Mon 9th     
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
12.00                
Mass – Sr Isabel Miller (LD)
Tues 10th 

09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00             
Mass – Jack Waring (LD)
Wed 11th 
St Stanislaus                                                         
08.30          
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion
Thurs 12th  
       

12.00       
Mass – Sr Therese Mary Barnett SCMM (LD)
Fri 13th 
     
09.30             
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00                  
Mass – Rosie Bolton and family (birthday remembrance)
Sat 14th 
THERE ARE NO CONFESSIONS OR NOON MASS TODAY
11.00                Requiem Mass - Fr Michael O’Neill MHM at St Bede’s
Sun 15th    
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (p.258)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass – Derek Tranter (A)
08.00
Mass – Peter and Sylvia Cocker – Diamond Wedding Jubilee
10.30            
Mass – Nina Ozerniuk (thanksgiving)
14.00                   Msza Święta po polsku 

 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Fr Michael O’Neill MHM was taken home by the angels for Easter on the evening of Holy Thursday 29th March. The Requiem Mass will take place at St Bede’s, Clayton le Woods on Saturday 14th April at 11.00. May his heavenly reward be great. His body will be received into St Bede’s at 19.30 on Friday evening.
 Anne Cherry Pressler died 2nd April at home. Requiem Mass is on Tuesday 17th April at 12.00 noon.
ANNIVERSARIES: Pope St.John Paul II, Canon Richard Firth, Derek Tranter, Leokadia Gray –Grzeczynska.
READERS:  07/08 18.15: Ian McLelland, 08.00: Greta Fazakerley, 10.30: Robert Wilson. 14/15 18.15: Eileen McCarrick, 08.00: Volunteer, 10.30: John Brown.
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The Easter collection for our parish was £1341 of which £787 was Gift Aided. Holy Places collection on Good Friday was £462 and we received £127 for the Altar flowers on Holy Thursday. We also received donations for the Heating Fund. Thank you for your great generosity.
During 2017 – 2018 the collections which were Gift Aided amounted to £37,000. We will be submitting all the evidence and then we will wait for HMRC to pay the parish a substantial return.
Thank you to everyone who has signed the Gift Aid forms. I have some spare forms if anyone would like to join the scheme and assist the parish finances. It does not cost you any more than you are giving and if you go to Mass to another church, your envelope will come back to us at the next Deanery Meeting.

There will be a retiring collection for the Heating Fund this weekend. Thank you.
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.

ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 10th April at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.

 BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses. The next baptism preparation class will be held on Monday 16th April, commencing at 19.00 and ending approx. 20.30. 

NEW FILM IN THE PICTURES:  A new film has been released in the UK. St Paul, Apostle of Christ. If enough people would like to go and see it, we could have a parish night out to the pictures. Please contact the parish office.

FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We next meet on Friday 13th  April at 14.00 in the presbytery to view a film about The Divine Mercy and St Faustina Kowalska.

PLEASE NOTE: The annual Chorley Grand Prix cycling will take place in Chorley on Sunday 15th April. This means that many roads all around Chorley will be either closed off or have emergency vehicles access only. Please allow extra time when coming to Mass next Sunday. You may wish to take the option of the Saturday evening Mass at 18.15.

CHANGES IN MASS/SERVICES TIMES FOR THIS WEEK: Due to many commitments there are some changes this week. Please see the notifications and note the time changes. Thank you.
SEMINARIAN – SIMON BRISTOW: Simon has returned to us safe and sound after his work in Vallodolid Seminary. He will have a little rest here before he returns to the Seminary for the last semester of this academic year. I am sure you will greet him warmly. Please pray for Simon and his fellow seminarians. These men are our future Archdiocesan Priests – please God. They need your support and prayers. The shortage of Priests is very real and effecting most dioceses. Every Friday at 11.30 am before the Most Blessed Sacrament, we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for vocations into the Sacred Priesthood and religious life. You are very welcome to join us.
ACCIDENTS ON THE PARISH PROPERTY: Unfortunately there have been two serious trips in the church and a fall outside the church during this Eastertide. We have to report accidents and near misses to Kevin Harvey, the Archdiocesan H&S Lead at LACE. Please be careful, falls can happen very easily. We don’t want to be at the top of the Archdiocesan accident league. Thank you.
