BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses. The next baptism course will take place at 19.00 on Tuesday 26th June at 28 Bolton Rd, Adlington (St Joseph’s Presbytery) PR6 9NA. 
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 26th June at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 

FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We next meet on Friday 29th June at 14.00 in the presbytery. During the summer months, we will meet fortnightly. We are watching a series on icons and eastern art.
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNOUNCEMENTS (summer) 2018
Archbishop McMahon has announced new appointments to several parishes in the Archdiocese. Fr George Joseph, a priest of the Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Palai, who is currently working in Liverpool Archdiocese, will commence his appointment as Priest-in-Charge at St Bede’s, and also administer St Chad’s South Hill, from the beginning of August.  We welcome Fr George Joseph to the Chorley Deanery.

We will be losing Fr Patsy Foley to Holy Family, Southport. I would like to take this opportunity in thanking Fr Foley for all his support and hard work looking after St Chad’s (since October) and St Bede’s (since December)  He has been most welcome and will be much missed.
We also are saying goodbye to Simon Bristow, who is leaving St Mary’s parish soon and returning to his diocese in Nottingham. We wish Simon every blessing and thank him for being with us during his pre-seminary year at Valladolid in Spain.
Please remember in your prayers the three men who will be ordained priests on 7th July at 13.00 in the Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. Philip Carr, Anthony Kelly and Carl Mugan. Please continue praying for vocations to the priesthood. Thank you.
Please also remember Thomas Clarke (who was with us for several months) who will be ordained a deacon this weekend on 23rd June at St Mary’s College, Oscott before his ordination to the Priesthood next year. Please God. 
FR FRANCIS BALL. As you know, it is Fr Ball’s 40th Anniversary of the Sacred Priesthood. There is a Mass to celebrate and give thanks to God for Fr Ball’s ministry, on Monday 2rd July at 18.30 at Sacred Heart. The guest speaker will be Fr James Preston, the Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese of Liverpool. Please join Fr Ball on his very special occasion. Thank you.
Fr Francis Marsden  and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
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In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah of the priestly division of Abijah; his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both were righteous in the eyes of God, observing all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren and both were advanced in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn before God, according to the practice of the priestly service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to burn incense. Then, when the whole assembly of the people was praying outside at the hour of the incense offering, the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right of the altar of incense. Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. John will drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb, and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn their hearts toward their children and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to prepare a people fit for the Lord.”  The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy……………..

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family has that name’, and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and praised God. All their neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. Meanwhile the child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived out in the wilderness until the day he appeared openly to Israel. (Lk 1:5-17, 57-66)

Sun 24th              
SOLEMNITY OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (p 167)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Julie Hopkins (LD)
08.00
Mass –  Marie Cannon (Birthday Remembrance )

10.30         
Mass –  Andrew Waddington RIP

11.45                   Baptism – Joseph Michael Camp

14.00                   Msza Święta po polsku     
Mon 25th             
08.40            
Morning Prayer
09.00               
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion
Tues 26th

09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00             
Mass – James Halpin (LD)

Wed 27th
St Cyril of Alexandria 
08.40          
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                  
Mass – Vina Curren (LD)
11.00                   Deanery Clergy Recollection Day at St Joseph’s Brindle

Thurs 28th
St Irenaeus of Lyons 
12.00     
Mass – Peter Doherty (birthday remembrance)
19.30                   Mass – Sick and suffering of the parish
Fri 29th 
SS PETER AND PAUL – Holy Day of Obligation
08.40
Morning Prayer 

09.00                   Mass - Parishioners (with school attending)
10.00    
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
11.30              
Chaplet of Divine Mercy

12.00             
Mass – Sarah Maher (birthday remembrance)                 
                           
 
Sat 30th 

11.00                   Confessions

12.00                   Mass – Edmund Dean Sp. Int.
14.00                   Chorley Walking Day (meet off Cunliffe St 13.50)

Sun 1st July              

Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Fr Ball – 40th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination
08.00
Mass – FM Sp.Int. 
10.30         
Mass – Rita Bonaitui (LD)
Rosary weekdays after midday Mass

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Lesley Cheyne, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Fr Malcolm Prince, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Deceased named in the Parish Memorial Book.
READERS:  June 23/2418.15: Stan Wilson, 08.00: TBA, 10.30: Robert Wilson.  June 30th / 1st July 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska, 08.00: John Gunn.  10.30: John Brown.
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: Last weekend was £622 of which £279 was Gift Aided.    The annual collection for Day for Life was £190. The collection for the Solemnity of SS Peter and Paul will be for Peter’s Pence. Thank you for your generosity and good will.
Thank you also for the donation of £150 from our Bell Ringers for the Electricity and Heating fund. You may be interested to know that the bill for the electricity from November- March was over £2000, and we have changed most of the lights to energy saving LED bulbs. We use less electricity and gas in the summer but with the prices going up we usually see high bills in the late autumn and winter.
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION: Can I please remind you that Friday 29th June is a Holy Day of Obligation and all Catholics should attend Holy Mass.
VACANCY FOR THE POSITION OF ORGANIST: St Mary’s Chorley is seeking an Organist or pianist Grade 5 or higher, to play at the main Sunday Mass at 10.30 am and at funerals, weddings and other important parish occasions. The post is subject to a successful DBS check. Recent portable DBS certificates may be considered. For further details please contact the parish office. 
WALKING DAY: Could I please encourage as many people as possible from Chorley Deanery to walk with St Mary’s banner as we all walk with the Christian Churches in Chorley. One Christ – one Chorley.
COURSE AVAILABLE: Archdiocese of Liverpool and Family Life Department are commencing a course on Wednesday 19th September 2018 for persons who are recovering from divorce and separation or relationship breakdown. Poster with details about venue and contact person can be found on the blue notice board in the narthex.
ADOREMUS YOUTH CONGRESS is on Saturday 8th September. Tickets cost £10. Further information can be found on the poster in the narthex or at the parish office. 
WEDDINGS:  Would any member of your family or friends living in the parish, like to get married at St Mary’s? Please come and see Fr Marsden for a chat about getting married or a convalidation of your civil wedding. 
ORDINATION OF THREE PRIESTS:  7th July – 13.00 in the Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool.  Priestly Ordinations of Philip Carr, Anthony Kelly and Carl Mugan. We still have a couple of tickets left for the Ordination Mass.
MASS INTENTIONS: there are a number of Mass Intention availabilities in the next few months. If you wish to book a Mass Intention for a loved one or a special anniversary, or perhaps a thanksgiving, please use the Mass Intention envelopes at the back of the church, remembering to put your Gift Aid number on. Thank you. May I remind the younger generations in our parish, that Mass Intentions are very important and when your children are celebrating an important birthday or passing exams, the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass is a great present for them and also a thanksgiving for the blessing you have received.
