BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses. 
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest.

ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 14th August at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY on Wednesday 15th August is a Holy Day of Obligation and all Catholics are requested to attend Mass on this day. Vigil Mass at 19.30 Tuesday, Assumption Day Mass (Wed.) 09.00 & 12.00 then Evening Masses at St Gregory’s and Sacred Heart.


Scripture suggests that St John cared for Mary after our Lord's Resurrection.  At the end of her life she fell asleep/died, and there is a tradition that the apostles found her tomb empty. A strong piece of evidence for the Assumption is that no church ever claimed relics of Mary’s body – as they eagerly did for the apostles. Whether her passing was in Ephesus or in Jerusalem, the supposed tomb is empty.   

     Belief in the Assumption of Our Lady goes back to the earliest Christian tradition. In the Book of Revelation ch 12: “a great sign appeared in heaven, a woman robed with the sun, standing on the moon, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. . . The woman was delivered of a boy, the son who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre..”  Gradually, it found its expression in the writings of the Fathers, and in the various liturgies (from the 6th century at Jerusalem, from the 7th in Rome).  On November 1st 1950, Pope Pius XII defined it as a dogma, i.e. he solemnly proclaimed as Divine Revelation, that "the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God, at the end of her earthly course had been taken up body and soul into heaven.” 

       “It was fitting that she, who had kept her virginity intact in childbirth, should keep her own body free from all corruption even after death. It was fitting that she, who had carried the Creator as a Child at her breast, should dwell in the divine tabernacles. It was fitting that the spouse, whom the Father had taken to Himself, should live in the divine mansions. It was fitting that she, who has seen her Son upon the Cross, and who had thereby received into her heart the sword of sorrow which she had escaped in the act of giving birth to Him, should look upon Him as He sits at the right hand of the Father. It was fitting that God’s Mother should possess what belongs to her Son, and that she should be honoured by every creature as the Mother and as the Handmaid of God.”   (St John Damascene on the Dormition and Assumption of Mary) 
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST

Universal:  That any far-reaching decisions of economists and politicians may protect the family as one of the treasures of humanity.
Fr Francis Marsden  and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith  
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
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The Jews were complaining to each other about Jesus, because he had said, ‘I am the bread that came down from heaven.’ ‘Surely this is Jesus son of Joseph’ they said. ‘We know his father and mother. How can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus said in reply, ‘Stop complaining to each other. ‘No one can come to me unless he is drawn by the Father who sent me, and I will raise him  up at the last day. It is written in the prophets: They will all be taught by God, and to hear the teaching of the Father, and learn from it, is to come to me. Not that anybody has seen the Father, except the one who comes from God: he has seen the Father. I tell you most solemnly, everybody who believes has eternal life.

‘I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the desert and they are dead; but this is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that a man may eat it and not die. I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.’
Sun 12th           
NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  (p.117)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Marie Stockill (LD)

08.00
Mass – Parishioners

10.30         
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP
Mon 13th        
Ss Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
08.40           
Morning Prayer
09.00                 
Requiem Mass – Pauline Fairhurst
Tues 14th            
St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest, Martyr
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00             
Mass – Gerard (A) and Francis Prior RIP (birthday remembrance)
19.30                  
Vigil Mass of the Assumption  – Gill Millington
Wed 15th
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

                            Holy Day of Obligation   
08.40          
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                  
Mass – Parishioners
12.00               
Mass-  Deceased members of Calderbank, Walmsley, McNally, Ince 
                                         and Baxter families  
19.00
Mass at St Gregory’s

19.30
Mass at Sacred Heart Brooke St        
Thurs 16th
St Stephen of Hungary
12.00     
Mass – Teresa Tattersall (A)
Fri 17th

09.30 -11.45     
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
11.30             
Chaplet of Divine Mercy

12.00             
Mass – Joseph Brian Hanavan (A)
Sat 18th

11.00 – 11.45      
Confessions

N.B. No midday Mass on account of Wedding at Anderton
Sun 19th           
TWENTIETH  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  (p.120)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Jack Parkinson (A)
08.00
Mass – Parishioners
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10.30         
Mass – Janet (birthday remembrance) Leo, Rosie, Michael Bolton
14.00                   Msza Święta po polsku
Rosary weekdays after midday Mass

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Lesley Cheyne, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Daniel Donegan, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Fr Malcolm Prince, Margaret Rice, Richard Riordan,Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw,  Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES:  Gerard Prior, Joseph Brian Hanavan, Fr Gerald Hurst.
LATELY DEAD: Pauline Fairhurst (84) who died on 4th August at Croston Park Nursing Home. Requiem Mass at 09.00 on Monday 13th August followed by interment at Chorley Cemetery.
READERS: 11/12 Aug18.15: Stan Wilson. 08.00: John Gunn 10.30: Simon Eccles.18/19 18.15: Angela Simm. 08.00: Anthony Calderbank.10.30: Marion Herbert. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: Last weekend was £909 of which £529 was Gift Aided. Thank you for your great generosity. The Restoration Fund raised £469. This is an invaluable help to the parish finances, given the high cost of church building repairs.
MASS INTENTIONS: there are still several vacant dates available in August. 
CAR PARKING:  Please observe the signage when weddings or funerals are taking place. I am sure you wouldn’t want to get blocked in for an hour by a hearse or a wedding carriage!
SAFETY NOTICE: Please can I ask that all drivers coming in and out of the parish grounds drive slowly and please be extra careful. There are many little children around and hundreds of people passing the church on their way to town.

Recently, there was a vehicle damaged and the back window was smashed in. Please don’t leave any personal belongings on display. Put them in the boot.
MANDATORY WORKS will commence on trees in the tree alley, presbytery garden and archway on WEDNESDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER at 07.00. Please note that there will be no parking available for anyone during the 5th and 6th September. This work is being coordinated through our Health & Safety Office, Mr Kevin Harvey.
REQUEST FOR PRAYERS: Our Vocations Director, Fr James Preston (0151 727 2493) has asked for prayers for our Liverpool Seminarians. There are 4 at St Mary’s College, Oscott, Birmingham, 1 at Wonersh Seminary, Guildford, 1 at the Pontifical Beda College in Rome and 3 at the Venerable English College in Rome. The men are at various stages of training for the Sacred Priesthood and they need our prayers. The doors are always open for men who would like more information about becoming a Roman Catholic Priest. Please contact Fr Preston or look at Liverpool Vocations on Facebook. Thank you. We know the prayer ‘The Lord provides ..’  but, I think we need to be praying for vocations every day in your rosaries.
ST MAXIMILIAN KOLBE:  Born in 1894 near Łódź Poland, much of his life was strongly influenced by a vision of the Virgin Mary he had, aged 12.  "That night I asked the Mother of God what was to become of me. Then she came to me holding two crowns, one white, the other red. She asked me if I was willing to accept either of these crowns. The white one meant that I should persevere in purity, and the red that I should become a martyr. I said that I would accept them both."  Later he joined the Conventual Franciscans and studied at the Gregorian University. He organized the Militia Immaculata to work for the conversion of the Italian Freemasons and others who attacked the Church. 
Ordained priest in 1918, he operated a religious printing press publishing a monthly periodical “Knight of the Immaculate.” At Niepokalanow he founded a new Franciscan monastery, which became a major religious publishing centre. He also lived in India and Japan and founded monasteries there. 

Back in Poland, in 1939 he opened up a temporary hospital to aid those in need. The Nazis arrested him but released him three months later. However, he refused to sign a document that would recognize him as a German citizen (his father was German). He continued work in the monastery, providing shelter for refugees - hiding 2,000 Jews from German persecution and printing secret anti-Nazi material.

In February1941, the Gestapo shut down the monastery, arrested Kolbe and imprisoned him. Three months later they sent him to Auschwitz where he suffered severe violence and harassment. 

In July 1941, after ten prisoners escaped, the Camp Kommandant selected ten inmates to be starved to death in an underground bunker. When one of the selected men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, cried out, "My wife! My children!", Kolbe volunteered to take his place.to everybody’s astonishment 

Kolbe helped his co-victims to pray & sing hymns, & counselled them as they faced death together. After two weeks of dehydration & starvation, he alone remained alive. The guards finished him off with a lethal phenol injection on August 14. He was cremated on August 15, the Assumption of Mary. He was canonized in 1982, a martyr of charity, representative of millions of Holocaust victims at Auschwitz & elsewhere. 
