BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses. 
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. 
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 2nd October at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.    
VOCATION DISCERNMENT GROUP: The next Day of Recollection will take place on Saturday 13th October at St. John’s Presbytery, 13 Powell Street, Wigan, WN1 1XL. There will be an opportunity to ask questions and talk about the Priestly Ministry in the Archdiocese of Liverpool. More information available from the Vocations Director – frjamespreston@gmail.com or 0151 727 2493 or Facebook – Archdiocese of Liverpool.
HOLIDAY WITH OUR LADY: Please see the details on the notice boards if you are interested in going to Lourdes on a short trip. 

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL is holding an Open Evening on Wednesday 10th  October at 18.00 – 20.30. If you would like more information please see the poster on the blue notice board. 
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A DAY WITH MARY – at St Joseph’s Wrightington WN6 9PA Fri 26th Oct 12.00-16.00  Led by Fr Andrew Unsworth PhD
  OCTOBER – THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY
Please can we say the Holy Rosary after Masses during the month of October. Thank you to all who lead the Rosary. It is very much appreciated by everyone.
PRAYER TO ST MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

Can we please say this prayer daily for all members of the Church 

Holy Michael Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan, and all the wicked spirits, who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen.
Parish Priest: Fr Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
SUNDAY XXVI IN ORDINARY TIME

30th September 2018
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John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, ‘You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us.

‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.

‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of these little ones who have faith, would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck. And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have two hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm does not die nor their fire go out.’              




Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48

Sun 30th        
TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (p.138)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Catherine McCarrick (birthday remembrance)
08.00
Mass – Parishioners
10.30         
Mass – Andrew Waddington (birthday remembrance)
11.45 -12.45    
Yr 4 Sacramental programme in church.

14.00                  
Msza Ṥwiẹta po polsku

15.30
Baptism – Ralphi Thomas Brindle - Nightingale
Mon 1st Oct
St Thérèse of Lisieux
08.40           
Morning Prayer
09.00                 
Mass – Michael Joyce RIP  
Tues 2nd         
The Guardian Angels
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00             
Mass – John Markham RIP
Wed 3rd  

08.40          
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00                 
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
Thurs 4th
St Francis of Assisi
12.00     
Mass – Margaret Brindle RIP
Fri 5th
St Faustina Kowalska         CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY
09.30 -11.45     
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
11.30             
Chaplet of Divine Mercy

12.00             
Mass – Jack Roper (LD)
Sat 6th
St Bruno 
11.00 – 11.45      
Confessions

12.00
Mass – Bernard Kenyon (LD)
Sun 7th              
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (p.140)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Clare and Roland Anderton (Special Birthdays)
08.00
Mass – Mgr Leo Alston RIP
10.30         
Mass – Parishioners
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Daniel Donegan, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Anne Higginson,  Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Fr Malcolm Prince, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw,  Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Fr Patrick Taaffe, Bishop Thomas Holland, Mgr Leo Alston, Paul Anthony Creaner.
LATELY DEAD: Bernard Kenyon who died at home on 16th September. Requiem Mass at St Joseph’s Chorley on Tuesday 2nd October at 11.00 am. Lesley Cheyne (62) mother of Heather Roscoe our Parish Centre Manager. Lesley died on 18th September at Royal Preston Hospital. Funeral at Charnock Richard Crematorium at 11.30 am on Wednesday 3rd October. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord..
READERS: 29/30. 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska. 08.00: Greta Fazakerley. 10.30: Dr Jane Eccles. 06/07: 18.15: Angela Simm. 08.00: Margaret McDaid. 10.30: Simon Eccles.
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: 16th September was £870 and 23rd September £731.     Thank you for your great generosity. The CAFOD envelopes are available in the back of the church for the Fast Day on Friday 5th October. Please put them into the collection bags. Next weekend there will be the monthly Restoration Fund collection.
MASS COUNT 2018: Please note the next Mass Count dates: 29/30 and 6/7 and 13/14 October. Counters, please record in the usual way. Thank you.
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: By all accounts, the meeting at the Town Hall was held in a volatile atmosphere. The many people of Chorley want to make it clear that they do not want to lose the A&E Unit at Chorley Hospital. It beggars belief that the Hospital Management and the controllers for the provision of NHS Services in this area, ignore or have deaf ears when the people of Chorley speak out. Why have consultation meetings when the Hospital Management will not listen to the voice of the people?
PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION: The new cohort for the Archdiocesan Diploma in Pastoral Ministry and Leadership to begin in January 2019 is now being recruited. If you have any interested parishioners. Please book by phoning: 0151 522 1040 or emailing formation@rcaol.co.uk or v.murphy@rcaol.co.uk.
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME FOR YEAR 4 CLASS
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Thank you to all the parents who attended the cheese and wine evening at school last Tuesday evening. We start our first session this weekend after the 10.30 Sunday Mass. Our main focus will be preparing the children for the Sacrament of First Confession, which will take place in school in the first week of Advent. As we explained to Mums and Dads, this sacramental preparation programme relies on parents participating strongly in all the sessions and bringing the family to Holy Mass each Sunday. Parents are the first teachers of their children, and we ask that the parents who ask us to prepare their children for their First Confession and First Holy Communion, to make a commitment in attending Sunday Mass and all the catechetical sessions. Thank you.
GRATEFUL THANKS TO FR NORBERT KHANGELANI NYATHI from the Archdiocese of Bulawayo (Sacred Heart church, Embakwe), for deputizing for me during my annual leave, and to all who were generous to him and helped ferry him back and forwards from St Mary’s to Anderton. The news from Zimbabwe is not good, with cholera outbreaks in Harare and Bulawayo, and as yet no improvement in the economic situation of the country. Fr Norbert was very grateful for the chance to spend some time here in England, and he thanks you for your generosity. He has arrived safely home and had a good journey.   

DON’T LET JUDAS STOP YOU FROM FOLLOWING JESUS

While I was away, there was a lot on the news about the clerical child abuse scandals - in Pennsylvania, the widespread cover-up of ex-Cardinal McCarrick’s wrongdoing, and more just emerging in a report from the German bishops. 

A few weeks ago, we had the Gospel where Jesus asked his apostles: “Are you too going to leave me?” and St Peter replied: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” We can feel a bit like Peter, when many of Jesus’ followers left Him, scandalized at His teaching. 

These shocking cases of abuse are disheartening, but what can we do, other than pray for the victims? For justice, and the conversion of the offenders. And for anyone wrongly accused.  The Church in England and Wales now does have comprehensive rules in place for reporting any such crimes. 

There have always been bad apples in the Church, from Judas onwards. There comes to mind an inscription above a seminary entrance in Ukraine (Ivano-Frankivsk): “The Church survived without priests, but bad priests destroy the Church.” 

We should also keep things in perspective. In the UK, the vast majority of child abuse cases concern family members or friends of the children involved. Only a small percentage of cases involve teachers, clergy, doctors, youth workers, social workers and other professionals. The media can give a very distorted impression. Sadly, child abuse is found across all organizations – sport, the media, the charitable sector etc.  

All we can do is live out our own Christian lives as best we can. The Lord will not ask us about other people or Church scandals on Judgement Day, but about ourselves and our own lives. Nobody is perfect.
But how have we tried to follow Jesus? What sacrifices do we make for love of Him in our own lives?  

