BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses.  
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish or elsewhere. 
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 11th December at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.                                            
MASS BOOKS: Please bring back the old Mass books. There are still a large number missing and they do cost a lot of money. Thank you.
CHORLEY FOODBANK: Please remember the less fortunate people in Chorley who really do need your help. If you would like to directly take your donations of food to Living Waters Centre, please do so. The cut off date for Christmas for donations is 18th December by 13.00. The centre is shut from 21st December 13.00 until Friday 4th January. Thank you for your generosity.
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A parishioner has given us the ICON OF ST JOSEPH, the Child Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Thank you to the person concerned who organised the painting of the Icon and your great generosity. We will keep the blessed Icon at the front of the church, up to Christmas, for you to pray to St Joseph. It takes many weeks to paint an Icon and as you can see, this Icon is of extraordinary beauty. Please do not touch the Icon. Thank you. May all who pray for the intersession of St Joseph be abundantly heard and answered.         

Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus Christ, for He is Emmanuel, the Hope of all people. He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us. He is the Saviour of us all.
O Lord, let your blessing come upon us as we light the first and second (purple) candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise of salvation. May He come quickly and not delay. We ask this in His holy name. Amen.

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrach of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas the word of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah:

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.

Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,

winding ways will be straightened and rough roads made smooth.

And all mankind shall see the salvation of God. [Luke 3:1-6]
Sun 9th              
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (pg.84)
                                                                                  
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Sp. Int (KG)

08.00
Mass – Catherine McIntyre (A)

10.30         
Mass – Parishioners

14.00             
Msza Ṥwiẹta po polsku
Mon 10th  
Ss Edmund Gennings, Polydore Plasden, Eustace White, priests, and Swithin Wells,  St John Roberts OSB, all martyrs. 
08.40           

Morning Prayer
09.00       
Mass -
 Edna Penman (A) and Audrey Jackson (A)    
                           School Advent Mass
Tues 11th
St Damasus I, Pope
09.30 –11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00           
Mass – Norman Draper (LD)
Wed 12th
Our Lady of Guadalupe
09.30                  
Morning Prayer 
09.00                  
Mass – Karen Turner (LD)
Thurs 13th
St Lucy
09.00                  School children in church for carol concert practice.
12.00     
Mass – Les Paminter RIP
Fri 14th
St John of the Cross 

09.30 –11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30             
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
12.00   
Mass – Francis Leo Marrow (LD)
Sat 15th

11.00 – 11.45     
Confessions    
12.00            
Mass – Fr Mayne (blessings in health and strength)
Sun 16th          
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (pg.87)
                                                                                  
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Alan Woodcock (A)
08.00
Mass – Parishioners
10.30         
Mass – Janusz Neisser RIP (birthday remembrance) 
15.00                  Service of Reconciliation at St Gregory’s, Chorley. 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Daniel Donegan, Joan Doran, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Teresa Harlow, Anne Higginson,  Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Fr Malcolm Prince, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw,  Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Catherine McIntyre, Edna Penman, Audrey Jackson, Fr Bill Mills, Fr. Jim Murray, Fr Jim Stringer.
READERS: 08/09: 18.15: Ian McClelland. 08.00: Greta Fazakerley. 10.30: Simon Eccles. 15/16: 18.15: Eileen McCarrick. 08.00: Margaret McDaid. 10.30: Marion Herbert.
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The collection was £802 of which £461 was gift aided. Thank you very much for your great generosity. The Restoration Fund raised £351. This weekend I would be grateful for the support of the Heating Fund collection.
Thank you to St Anne’s Guild Members for sending a donation of £200 towards the heating. 
SYNOD REPRESENTATIVE: Our Parish Representative is Mr Paul Hodge, who is a teacher in our primary school. Mr Simon Eccles, Headteacher of St Mary’s Academy Blackpool will be a representative in the Deanery numbers for Education and Mr Richard Gillett for the younger age group. 
FR LAURENCE MAYNE will be in the Royal Stoke University Hospital for a heart valve transplant this Friday 14th, we hope. Please keep him in your prayers. He is a very special person and we wish him a speedy recovery and convalescence. I will keep you posted. Fr Mayne thanks everyone for their prayers and kindness. 
REV NEIL KELLEY from St Laurence’s has asked to pass on the following information: At St Laurence’s on Sunday 9th December at 15.00 there will be a Carol Service with Chorley Silver Band and the Chorley Churches Network Choir.  Everyone is most welcome.
JOB VACANCIES; on the notice board you will find two adverts for senior management posts in the Liverpool Archdiocese based at central offices in LACE, Liverpool. Director of Finance and Development and Head of Human Resources.  
CAROL CONCERT PRACTICES: Please be aware that for safeguarding reasons the church will be closed on Monday and Thursday mornings of this week, while the children practise for the Carol Concert. I am sure you all understand the reasons.
Little Church Notice

The Advent theme for this year is the Advent Wreath. The children will do work for the display during Little Church and are invited to help assemble their work on the board in the Narthex after the 10.30 Holy Mass.

Children who will be attending the 10.30 Christmas Day Mass are invited to join in our traditional tableau or do a Reading or Bidding Prayer. Please let Mrs Wilson or one of the Little Church Leaders know if you would like to take part in the Christmas Little Church activities. Thank you.
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ADVENT SERVICES OF RECONCILIATION 
St Gregory’s, Chorley Sunday 16th December 15.00

Sacred Heart, Chorley, Monday 17th December 19.00
    St Mary’s Chorley, Friday 21st  December at 19.00

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES:  
Christmas Eve (Night Mass) at 20.00. 
Christmas Morning Masses at 08.00 and 10.30 as usual. 
School Christmas Carol Concert in church - Mon 17th at 18.00 
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER
That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited to the conditions of the present time.
