BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses.  
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish or elsewhere. 
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 18th December at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.                                            
CHORLEY FOODBANK: Please remember the less fortunate people in Chorley who really do need your help. If you would like to directly take your donations of food to Living Waters Centre, please do so. The cut off date for Christmas for donations is 18th December by 13.00. The centre is shut from 21st December 13.00 until Friday 4th January. Thank you for your generosity.

THANK YOU FROM SVP. The SVP would like to thank everyone who helped in any way to make the Christmas party a very enjoyable occasion. Also, a very big thank you to Mrs Heather Roscoe, our parish centre manager and her staff.
ST MARY’S FRIENDS OF UGANDA. Would like to thank everyone who supported the two recent fund-raising events held at St Joseph’s Chorley. The Craft and Gift Sale on 10th November raised £152 and the Bingo Evening on 25th November raised £521. Thank you to everyone involved.
PLEASE REMEMBER: The lonely, the sick, the poor, the bereaved, the suffering of our parish. Not everyone will have a great Christmas. Prayers for them. Thank you.
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ADVENT WREATH PRAYER – THIRD WEEK – Joy-Filled Giver of Life, let the anticipation of your birth fill us with overflowing joy. May our excitement and anticipation be a sign to the world that You are always near. 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Gaudete Sunday
16th December 2018
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When all the people asked John, "What must we do, then?"  He answered, "If anyone has two tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with something to eat must do the same."  There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and these said to him, “Master, what must we do?”  He said to them, “Exact no more than your rate.”  Some soldiers asked him in their turn.  "What about us?  What must we do?"  He said to them, "No intimidation!  No extortion!  Be content with your pay!"  A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, "I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out."  As well as this, there were many other things he said to exhort the people and to announce the Good News to them.
Sun 16th             THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  (pg.87)                                                       
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Alan Woodcock (A)

08.00
Mass – Parishioners

10.30         
Mass – Janusz Neisser RIP (birthday remembrance) 

15.00                  Service of Reconciliation at St Gregory’s, Chorley. 
Mon 17th   

08.40           

Morning Prayer
09.00       
Mass -
 Leo, Rosie, Janet, Michael Bolton RIP   School Mass
18.00                   Carol Concert 

Tues 18th

09.30 –11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00           
Mass – Harold Herbert (A)
Wed 19th

09.30                  
Morning Prayer 
09.00                  
Mass – Karen Turner (LD)
Thurs 20th

12.00     
Mass – Anna Doherty (birthday remembrance)                
Fri 21st 
 

09.30 –11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30             
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
12.00   
Mass – sick and suffering of the parish
19.00                  Service of Reconciliation with individual confessions
Sat 22nd 

11.00 – 11.45     
Confessions    
12.00            
Mass – Frigga Hayes (Sp.Int)
Sun 23rd          
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (pg.90)
                            Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers
                                                                                  
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Bernard O’Neill and Family RIP
08.00
Mass – Anne Colette Bury (A)
10.30         
Mass – Joseph and Marie Kenyon RIP 
14.00             
Msza Ṥwiẹta po polsku
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Daniel Donegan, Joan Doran, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Teresa Harlow, Anne Higginson,  Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Fr Malcolm Prince, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw,  Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Very Rev. Tim Wilby, Alan Woodcock, Harold Herbert, Anne Bury.
Mgr Jim Rigby, Fr Luke Dumbill, Fr Ken Earlam.
READERS: 15/16: 18.15: Eileen McCarrick. 08.00: Margaret McDaid. 10.30: Marion Herbert. 22/23: 18.15: Gillian Sharples. 08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith. 10.30: Rosemary Grime. Christmas Eve: 20.00: Gillian Sharples and John Brown. 

            Christmas Day 08.00: John Gunn. 10.30: Children.
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The collection was £799 of which £410 was gift aided. Thank you very much for your great generosity. The Heating Fund collection raised £326.
PLEASE NOTE: Please use your spare envelopes for the Christmas Day collection which is your offering to St Mary’s Parish Funds. Thank you.
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GAUDETE SUNDAY Today is known as "Gaudete" Sunday after the first words of the Mass: "Rejoice always; again, I say rejoice!  The Lord is near."  These words come from Saint Paul's letter to the Philippians.  The purple or violet is put aside, and the priest and   deacon wear rose-coloured Mass vestments.

CAROL CONCERT PRACTICES: Please be aware that for safeguarding reasons the church will be closed on Monday morning after Mass of this week, while the children practise for the Carol Concert. I am sure you all understand the reasons.
Little Church Notice

The Advent theme for this year is the Advent Wreath. The children will do work for the display during Little Church and are invited to help assemble their work on the board in the Narthex after the 10.30 Holy Mass.

Children who will be attending the 10.30 Christmas Day Mass are invited to join in our traditional tableau or do a Reading or Bidding Prayer. Please let Mrs Wilson or one of the Little Church Leaders know if you would like to take part in the Christmas Little Church activities. Thank you.
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ADVENT SERVICES OF RECONCILIATION 
St Gregory’s, Chorley Sunday:   16th December 15.00
  St Mary’s Chorley, Friday 21st  December at 19.00
  Please note: There is no Service with confessions, this year at Sacred Heart, Chorley.

MINI-RETREAT AT ST BEDE’S CLAYTON GREEN  Mon 17th Dec 17.30 Adoration of Blessed Sacrament  18.00 Mass  18.30 Talk from Fr Santiago on “God’s redemptive love in Jesus.” Tues 18th 17.30 Adoration. 18.00 Mass. 18.30 Talk Fr Santiago  “Gods mercy and forgiveness.”
19.00 Confessions. 

Same at ST CHAD’S Town Lane South Hill on Thursday 20th and Fri 21st. 
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Blessing of a Christmas Tree at home

 Brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: His birth brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated and adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light.
May we have peace and harmony in our home and may St Joseph and Our Blessed Lady with the Holy Infant watch over us and keep us and the ones we love.
     We make our prayer through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: 

Holy Day of Obligation.
Christmas Eve (Night Mass) at 20.00. Carols start at 19.30.
Christmas Morning Masses at 08.00 and 10.30 as usual. 
Polish Mass at 14.00
School Christmas Carol Concert in church - Mon 17th at 18.00 
