CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish or elsewhere. 
SAINTS OF THE WEEK: St Gilbert of Sempringham (1083-1190) from a little Lincolnshire village near Bourne. He was son of the Lord of the Manor and became a priest. Offered the archdeaconry of Lincoln, he refused, saying that he knew no surer way to perdition. He became parish priest in his home village, and in 1131 he founded the Gilbertine Order, and constructed at Sempringham a dwelling and cloister for nuns, at the north of the church of St Andrew. Eventually he had a chain of twenty-six convents, monasteries and missions. The male branch of the order acted as chaplains to the nuns, and parish clergy. A custom developed in the houses of the order called "the plate of the Lord Jesus", whereby the best portions of the dinner were put on a special plate and shared with the poor. The Gilbertines were the only religious order of English origin founded during the Middle Ages. They continued to thrive, but came to an end when King Henry VIII suppressed all Catholic monasteries. The only church of theirs which survives partly intact is Malton Old Church in North Yorkshire. Gilbert was canonised in 1202 by Pope Innocent III. 
St Josephine Bakhita,  Patron Saint of victims of human trafficking and abuse
Born in Darfur, Sudan 1869. Aged 8 she was kidnapped by Arab slave traders and forced to walk 600 miles to the slave market. During the following years she was bought and sold 12 times. She spent so much time in captivity that she forgot her original name.   One owner was a Turkish general whose wife whipped her daily, cut her with a blade and rubbed salt into the wounds to cause 114 permanent scars. In 1883 she was sold to the Italian Vice Consul, and taken to Italy when he returned there. She was declared free, and baptised in 1890. In 1893 she joined the Canossian Sisters. For the next 42 years of her life, she worked as a cook and a doorkeeper at the convent. She was known for her gentle voice and smile. She was gentle and charismatic, and was often referred to lovingly as the "little brown sister" or honorably as the "black mother."  When speaking of her enslavement, she often professed she would thank her kidnappers. For had she not been kidnapped, she might never have come to know Jesus Christ and entered His Church.  She also travelled and visited other convents telling her story to other sisters and preparing them for work in Africa. She died in 1947 and was canonized in 2000. 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
3rd February 2019
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue: ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’ And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips. They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’

But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own countryside.”’

And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country.
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‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained shut for three years and six months and a great famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many lepers in Israel, but none of these was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.’

When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their feet and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town was built on, intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked away. [Luke 4:21-30]
Sun 3rd     
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.132)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Maria and Jan Lavriĉ (A)
08.00
Mass – Parishioners

10.30         
Mass – Sarah (A) and James Gildert (A)

11.45       
Baptism – Theo George Harty

11.45        
Yr 4 Sacramental Programme in parish centre

14.00            
Msza Swiẹta po polsku 
Mon 4th 
St Gilbert of Sempringham 
08.40             
Morning Prayer   

09.00
Mass – John Bagot (A)
Tues 5th  
St Agatha
12.00             
Mass – Eric Whittle (A)
Wed 6th     
St Paul Miki and the Japanese Martyrs
10.00           
Morning Prayer   
 
10.30         
Requiem Mass – Catherine Lightbowne
Thurs 7th
St Mel 
12.00     
Mass – Albert Harvey (A)
Fri 8th 
St Josephine Bakhita
09.30 –11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30             
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
12.00        
Mass – Florence (A) and John Akers
Sat 9th                    St  Teilo

No confessions today. No 12.00 Mass 
10.30                   Requiem Mass – Antonia (Tusia) Lynch
Sun 10th    
FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.135)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Sp. Int.  
08.00
Mass – Parishioners
10.30                  Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Daniel Donegan, Joan Doran, Sr Paschal, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green,  Anne Higginson, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Sheila Masterson, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Marie McClelland, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Fr Malcolm Prince, Ania Przyslawska, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw,  Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Catherine Lightbowne (66) died 26th January at The Christie in Manchester. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 6th February at 10.30 followed by cremation at Charnock Richard. 
Linda Ryan (70) died 30th January at St Catherine’s Hospice. Funeral Service on Monday 11th  February 10.00am. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord…
ANNIVERSARIES: Maria Lavriĉ, Sarah Gildert, John Bagot, Eric Whittle, Albert Harvey, Florence Akers.
READERS: 02/03: 18.15: Gillian Sharples, 08.00: John Gunn 10.30: Simon Eccles. 09/10: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska. 08.00: Anthony Calderbank. 10.30: Marion Herbert.
New rota for readers is available in the sacristy. Thank you.                         
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The collection was £752 of which £385 was Gift Aided. The School Levy raised £213. This weekend is the monthly Restoration Fund. Thank you for your great generosity. 
SICK LIST: Do you still want your name on the sick list? Please let the parish office know if you want to stay on the sick list, by the middle of February. We must follow the new Data Regulations [2018] and ask this question. If you or a family member do not contact us, then your name will be taken off. Thank you.

SYNOD 2020: Today, Sunday 3rd February at 3.00pm, the Archbishop, at a special service in the Cathedral, will celebrate formally the calling of a Synod for the Archdiocese of Liverpool. Please note the display board about the Synod which has been put together by our parish representative, Paul Hodge. You can find it by the baptismal font.


REPAIR WORKS IN THE NARTHEX: Sorry for any inconvenience and please remember Health and Safety common sense. If the area is tapered off, please do not cross the boundary.  The second phase of the works will start soon. Thank you.
CHORLEY FOODBANK is appealing again for tinned food, pasta, toiletries, UHT milk, tinned fish and biscuits. Thank you for all your donations, they are very much appreciated, and it is making a real difference to many families. I am sad to tell you that recently the parish office has seen more mothers and children asking for help due to the problems with Universal Credit.  Thank you for all your donations.  

ST JOSEPH’S WRIGHTINGTON is holding an All-Male Choir concert from Parkside Colliery on Saturday 9th February 2019 at 19.30. Tickets are just £5.00 or you can pay on the door. More information available on 01257 400280. Light refreshments are included.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 5th February at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.         
ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE: The Annual Mass for marriage and family life, will be held on Sunday 17th February at 11.00 in the Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. The Mass will include the renewal of marriage vows and a special blessing for those celebrating significant anniversaries. Everybody welcome.
PRAYERS FOR THE PHILIPPINES: The Cathedral of Our Lady of Mount Carmel on Jolo Island was attacked by Islamist terrorists last weekend. Please pray for the victims, over 20 murdered and 90 injured. The bomb inside the Cathedral exploded during Sunday Mass and then another bomb exploded minutes later, on the door steps of the Cathedral, killing the people running out. Hail Mary full of Grace….. 

DIVORCED/SEPARATED SUPPORT from the Archdiocesan Marriage and Family Life Department. The course is for any person who is going through, or has gone through, a relationship breakdown. Topics will cover: Facing the effects of what’s happened; Communication and Conflict Resolution; Letting Go; Managing other relationships; Legal matters; and Being single and moving forward.
For further details contact: Maureen 07967753371 or Jacqui 07793825815
FOUND: Broken chain with two very old looking Crosses attached. One wooden and one in metal. If these are yours, please claim them from the parish office. Thank you to the young couple who found them on the footpath near the church and handed them in. Much appreciated.

HEALTH AND SAFETY: The paths have been gritted but please take care. Do not bring your vehicles onto the parish grounds if there is black ice.

ST MARY’S FRIENDS OF UGANDA are holding a meeting on Sunday 10th February at 18.00 in the presbytery meeting room.

BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses.  

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY:
 Human Trafficking
For a generous welcome of the victims of human trafficking, 
of enforced prostitution, and of violence.
