CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish or elsewhere. 
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 19th February at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.        
ADVANCE NOTICE: Ash Wednesday: 6th March, Chrism Mass at Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool: Wednesday 17th April. Triduum: Holy Thursday 18th April. Good Friday 19th April. Easter Saturday: 20th April. Easter Sunday 21st April. Divine Mercy Sunday 28th April. There will be a coach travelling to the Chrism Mass, as usual. Details will be announced at the beginning of April. 
Please note: This year there will be only ONE Reconciliation Service for the Deanery. Please pass the word around. Details will follow.

SAINTS & FEAST OF THE WEEK
Feast of the See of St Peter the Apostle: Since early times, the Roman Church has had a special commemoration of the primatial authority of St. Peter. As witness St Irenaeus of Lyon (d.202 AD)  the Roman See has always held a peculiar place in the affection and obedience of orthodox believers because of its "presiding in love" and service over all the Churches of God. 

St Polycarp (69-155) bishop of Smyrna (Izmir) had been a disciple of St John the Apostle as a young man. He became a leading defender of the Christian faith in the mid second century.  His Letter to the Philippians was for years read like Scripture in the churches of Asia.  When arrested and ordered to curse the Saviour, he replied: “For 86 years I have been His servant and he has never done me any wrong.  How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?  I am a Christian.  If you wish to study the Christian doctrine, choose a day and you will hear it.”  He was bound up in the amphitheatre and killed by the sword, and his body burnt.  The Christians collected his bones and buried them.
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY:

 Human Trafficking: For a generous welcome of the victims of human trafficking, 

of enforced prostitution, and of violence.
Parish Priest: Fr Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
17th February 2019
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Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large gathering of his disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him and to be cured of their diseases.  

 Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said: “How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God.  Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.  Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.  

“Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of Man.  Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your reward will be great in heaven.  This was the way their ancestors treated the prophets.

“But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now.  Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.  Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.  Alas for you when the world speaks well of you!  This was the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.
Sun 17th   
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.139)

Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Pomeroy, Clarke and Tingy Families
08.00
Mass – Parishioners

10.30            
Mass – Marie Doyle and Family RIP

14.00              
Msza Swiẹta po polsku

Mon 18th

08.40
Morning Prayer

09.00       
Mass – Ronald (A) and Rita Bleasdale                 
Tues 19th 

09.30 – 11.45 
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00             
Mass – Ellen Bentham RIP
Wed 20th    

08.40           
Morning Prayer   
 
09.00         
Mass – Jack and Nicolas Smith RIP
Thurs 21st      
St Peter Damian, St Robert Southwell
12.00     
Mass – Holy Souls (November Pious List) 
Fri 22nd
FEAST OF THE SEE OF ST PETER
09.30 –11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30             
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
12.00        
Mass – LISCF  
Sat 23rd               
St Polycarp, St Milburga of Much Wenlock
11.00 -11.45    
Confessions

12.00            
Mass – John Paul Joyce (A)
15.00           
Memorial Service – Jane Lerondeau

Sun 24th   
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.139)
Sat: 18.15    
Mass – Mary Wilcock and family RIP
08.00
Mass – Ken Proudfoot (A)
10.30            
Mass – Parishioners 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Dcn David Balmer, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Daniel Donegan, Joan Doran, Sr Paschal, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, John Green,  Anne Higginson, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Sheila Masterson, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Marie McClelland, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw,  Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Ronald Bleasdale. John Paul Joyce. Ken Proudfoot. Fr Denis Harvey. Fr Pat Walsh.
READERS: 16/17. 18.15: Stan Wilson. 08.00: Greta Fazakerley. 10.30: Rosemary Grime. 23/24. 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska. 08.00: Margaret McDaid. 10.30: Uniform Groups.                        
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The collection was £949 of which £484 was Gift Aided. The Heating Fund raised £127. Thank you for your great generosity. 
SICK LIST: Do you still want your name on the sick list? Please let the parish office know if you want to stay on the sick list by NEXT WEEKEND. We must follow the new Data Regulations [2018] and ask this question. If you or a family member do not contact us, then your name will be taken off. Thank you.

CHORLEY FOODBANK is appealing again for tinned food, pasta, toiletries, UHT milk, tinned fish and biscuits. Thank you for all your donations, they are very much appreciated, and it is making a real difference to many families. I am sad to tell you that recently the parish office has seen more mothers and children asking for help due to the problems with Universal Credit.  Thank you for all your donations. 
ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE: The Annual Mass for marriage and family life, will be held today, Sunday 17th February at 11.00 in the Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. The Mass will include the renewal of marriage vows and a special blessing for those celebrating significant anniversaries. Everybody welcome.
DIVORCED/SEPARATED SUPPORT from the Archdiocesan Marriage and Family Life Department. The course is for any person who is going through, or has gone through, a relationship breakdown. Topics will cover: Facing the effects of what’s happened; Communication and Conflict Resolution; Letting Go; Managing other relationships; Legal matters; and Being single and moving forward.
For further details contact: Maureen 07967753371 or Jacqui 077938258
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. 
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DID SOMEONE POP THE QUESTION TO YOU?  Another Valentine’s Day has passed by. The Postie was under a great strain from all the mail he had to deliver this week!! Seriously, if you are thinking of getting married come and see Fr Marsden and discuss your marriage ceremony. This beautiful church should have the bells ringing every weekend in the summer months. We have a good number of dates available. You will be very welcome. 
RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY: The theme this year is “Dignity for all workers”, recognising the problems faced by people due to racism and ethnic discrimination in the workplace. Here is a reflection for the day.
The focus of the Racial Justice Sunday this year is the exploitation of workers – migrant workers in general and in particular victims of trafficking and slavery. For over 120 years the Catholic Church has championed the rights of workers. Every person is created in God’s image and has human dignity. Human work is part of how God wants us to fulfil his will for us in our lives. 
The rise of populist nationalism – in this country, the rest of Europe and throughout the world – has led to an increase in racial discrimination and hatred which Christians need to discern and denounce. 

The prophet Jeremiah (17: 5-8) this Sunday is facing in his society a level of moral chaos and political disintegration which perhaps we can recognise. His call to the people and their rulers is to trust in God and not in ‘man’ - human institutions, especially the power of the State, which has always claimed so much power over people’s lives. We Christians trust in God because Christ rose from the dead. This belief defines us as a community. St Paul reflects in this in our second reading from 1 Corinthians (15:12, 16-20). Those who oppress others in the world put before people false heroes and role models based on power and violence: by contrast our God is one who was crucified as a common criminal and who came back to life through God’s power. 

Luke’s version of Jesus’ Beatitudes (6:17, 20-26) unambiguously shows God on the side of the poor. He will vindicate those who now are poor, hungry, weep and are persecuted. Moreover, in Luke’s version Jesus warns the rich, the well fed, those who are popular and seek entertainment and laughter, that the tables will be turned.  Perhaps this is why Luke’s version of the Beatitudes is less well known than Matthew’s. Today they challenge us all to put the poor first, especially refugees and others who are victims of labour exploitation.”
