CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish Fulwood or elsewhere. 
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo will be on 6th August at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. There is an appeal for help with the Bingo evenings. If anyone is willing to help, you will be very welcome. Please speak to the Bingo organisers. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. The next baptism preparation course is on Monday 5th August at 19.00 in the presbytery.
FOR YOUR DIARY: Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

On Wednesday 14th, evening Mass will be at 19.30 and on Thursday 15th August at 12.00.  May I remind you that this is a Holy Day of Obligation. Please make sure that you schedule in your diaries, attending Holy Mass on this Solemnity. There are evening Masses available in the Deanery. Thank you.

The Assumption of BVM is also one of our patronal feast days. If you would like to offer lilies for the altars, they would be very welcome on Tuesday 13th August.

ST MARY’S FRIENDS OF UGANDA: A coffee morning will take place in the parish centre on Tuesday 13th August, 10.00 – 13.00. Raffle, tombola, refreshments, bricabrac and clothes stall. All welcome and admission free.

CONCERT IN THE GARDEN: Saturday 10th August from 14.00 at St Gregory’s Weld Bank. You can bring your own food and drink and enjoy the atmosphere.
SAFETY NOTICE:  Please would all drivers take extra care when driving on to the church premises. There are many children and toddlers with their families at this time of the year, going into the town centre.  Any driver travelling fast will have their permits revoked. All images are clear on CCTV cameras.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION FACILITATORS: The Archdiocese is holding a training day at the end of August, for anyone interested in assisting couple in preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. More information available with Mrs Maureen O’Brien, Coordinator for Marriage Preparation. m.obrien@rcaol.co.uk 0151 522 1044. 

SAFEGUARDING CONFERENCE: The Conference Centre at LACE – L17 1AA, will be holding a very interesting meeting hosted by the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Department on Saturday 14th September between 09.00 – 15.00. More information is available on the poster in the narthex. Bookings for places can be made on safeguarding@rcaol.co.uk  or contact Mrs Sylvia Cawley 0151 522 1043.

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden VF
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
  4th AUGUST 2019
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A man in the crowd said to Jesus, “Master, tell my brother to give me a share of our inheritance.”  “My friend,” He replied – “who appointed Me your judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?”  Then He said to them, “Watch, and be on your guard against avarice of any kind, for a man's life is not made secure by what he owns, even when he has more than he needs.” 

Then He told them a parable: “There was once a rich man who, having had a good harvest from his land, thought to himself, ‘What am I to do?  I have not enough room to store my crops.’  Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time.’  But God said to him, ‘Fool!  This very night the demand will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?’  So it is when a man stores up treasure for himself in place of making himself rich in the sight of God. Luke 12:13-21

Sun 4th 
EIGHTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Mass book p.117)
18.15          
Mass – Leo Whiteside (LD)
08.00          
Mass – Dcn David Balmer (LD)
10.30       
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP

14.00             
Msza Ṥwiẹta po polsku

Mon 5th
Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
08.40             
Morning Prayer

09.00      
Mass – Pamela Margaret Ball (sick)
19.00                   Baptism Course in the presbytery                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Tues 6th
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00             
Mass – Barbara Hall and Marika Woods RIP
Wed 7th
St. Sixtus and St. Cajetan
08.40       
Morning Prayer
09.00                   Mass -
 Ann Walsh (F)
Thurs 8th
St Dominic 
12.00             
Mass – Ray Porter (LD)
Fri 9th
St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross ODC  (Edith Stein)
09.30 – 11.45  
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30       
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
12.00         
Mass – Henry, Elizabeth and William Dickinson (F)
Sat 10th        
St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
11.00 -11.45       
Confessions

12.00                  
Mass – Joseph and Margaret Walmsley (F)
Sun 11th
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Mass book p.121)
18.15          
Mass – Elizabeth Ellen Bibby (F) 
08.00          
Mass – Parishioners
10.30       
Mass – Sp Int. (sick person)
11.45                   Baptism – Margo Walsh

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Pamela Boyle, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Daniel Donegan, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Hilda Łopaczynski, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Marie McClelland, Kathleen Mitchell, Fr Malcolm Prince, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The collection was £852 of which £479 was Gift Aided.  This weekend is the Restoration Fund collection. Thank you for your great generosity.                                                                                     
ANNIVERSARIES: Anna Kos.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Raymond (Ray) Porter (73) died suddenly on 30th July at home. Requiem Mass at Sacred Heart Chorley on Tuesday 13th August at 10.00am.              Joseph Wilkie died in Warrington. (Fr Mayne’s brother-in-law). Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
READERS: 03/04: 18.15: Gillian Sharples. 08.00: John Gunn. 10.30: Sr Cecilia. 10/11. 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska. 08.00: Anthony Calderbank. 10.30: Margaret Rossall.
THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPEL

We want to be wealthy, yet so many of us fall into the same trap of the rich fool in Jesus' Parable of the Rich Fool found in Luke chapter 12.  In his story, Jesus addresses three common delusions that we get caught in.

The First Delusion: "I'm in control"
Jesus doesn't waste time with his words. Immediately he dives into how a certain rich man got richer:

"The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest" (Chapter 12 verse 16).
It was 'the ground' –and not so much the rich man's hard work or talent – that brought him a bigger yield that season.  When life is going well, we can fall into the trap of thinking that it was all from our effort, intuition or giftedness that brought us there. Of course, sometimes our doing does play a part but often it's not the biggest part.

We see countless examples of wealthy and 'successful' people who have worked hard to build their career and forged their way in life, but then eventually realise that they're not immune to economic downturns or sudden illnesses. Just recently I've heard about a teacher who started her new job as a deputy principal but only a short few weeks into her new role she was devastated by the news that she has leukaemia.

The fact is, "I'm actually not in control of my life."

The Second Delusion: "I can secure my future"
The second reason why that rich fool was a fool is because he thought he had the power to control his future. He believed that by building a bigger barn, he could store up his surplus crops and continue riding this wave of wealth till his old age.  Jesus quickly cuts to the chase:  "You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?" (Verse 20).
Even though we know one day we'll die, no one expects that we'll die this early. Yet the fact is, a lot of us die earlier than we expect.  Jesus reminds us that death changes everything and knowing that we will die should help us rethink our priorities. Rather than spending time investing in a bigger barn for ourselves, Jesus reminds us to invest in our relationship with God. He says:  "Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God" (Verse 21).
The Third Delusion: "I'll enjoy my wealth"
The rich fool was foolish to think that his wealth is his everything. We foolishly bought into the lie of our culture of consumerism in which we believe that money 'can' buy happiness, and status and fame will bring us satisfaction.  But all around us we are becoming more anxious and fearful. We are relying on medication and drugs to relieve stress. We are pursuing 'mindfulness' and scheduling times to destress and relax, only to re-enter back into the very world that causes us anxiety and angst.

Seek First God's Kingdom
After Jesus' parable about the rich fool, he reminds his disciples:  "... do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes... Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? ... But seek first his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well" (Luke chapter 12 verses 22, 23, 25 and 31).

More than any mindfulness workshop or meditation class, Jesus shows us that the only way to inner and eternal peace is when we put God's priorities above our own. To 'seek God's Kingdom first' is to, firstly, respond to God's invitation for a relationship with him, and then secondly, to live out the life knowing God's kingdom is already here.

In God's Kingdom, money doesn't define your status.

In God's Kingdom, your job title doesn't get you accolades.

In God's Kingdom, God endlessly provides all the riches, mercies and grace that we will need. It'll be more than we'd ever imagine.

How I became the rich fool
So how did I become the rich fool?  I live life thinking that I completely trust God's in control, but every time I face a small bump on the road – like seeing petrol prices rise or noticing my bathroom scale's readings are creeping up, I fall right back into the attitudes of the rich fool.  I need to remind myself that Jesus didn't have any barns, let alone a place to lay his head, yet he lived the most secure life when he was a man in this world.  

