 CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish, Fulwood or elsewhere. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo will be on 10th December at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. There is an appeal for help with the Bingo evenings. If anyone is willing to help, you will be very welcome. Please speak to the Bingo organisers. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses.
CHRISTMAS CARDS: are available now. Great prices and beautiful religious cards. They are nearly sold out. Please see Margaret O’Neil for further information.      
NEW ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTORIES FOR 2020 are available in the narthex at a cost of £3.50 each. Please put the money with the newspaper payments. Thank you.
THE YEAR OF GOD’S WORD begins this Advent. We will focus on the contents of the Bible, the written Word of God, inerrant in all that concerns our salvation. If anyone does not have a Bible or would like to buy a new one, please ask for further information at the parish office. We have enough people who have expressed a desire to form a Bible Group. The first meeting will be held this Wednesday 11th December at 16.00 in the presbytery. Everybody is welcome from the Deanery. Please spread the word. Thank you. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION this year is celebrated on Monday 9th December, because the Advent Sunday II takes precedence on 8th Dec. The school junior classes (Yrs 3-6) will attend church on Monday. 
Please note: After Mass, the church will be closed until 11am while the children have their Christmas Concert practice. Please leave the sacristy area as soon as possible    after Mass has finished. After the children have finished, the church will reopen as normal. Thank you.
PARISH SECURITY please be vigilant and report to the parish office anything that arouses your suspicions. It is always good to look after the church and the church grounds. There will be thousands of people walking past the church to do their Christmas shopping and maybe one or two will pop in to say ‘hello’ to the Lord. The church is usually open every day from 09.00 – 17.00. 
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden VF
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
Safeguarding Representatives: Mrs Grzeczynska, Mrs O’Keeffe, Mr Eccles.
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 8th December 2019  
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In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in the wilderness:  Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. 
               But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ Matthew 3:1-12 

Sun 8th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  (p.85)
18.15      
Mass – Sp Int (birthday)
08.00          
Mass – Catherine McIntyre                               

10.30       
Mass – Clare Cronin (A)

11.45
Year 4 catechesis First HC
Mon 9th
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
08.30             
Morning Prayer
09.00      
School Mass – Pupils and their families, Headteacher and staff
Tues 10th
S Edmund Gennings, Swithin Wells, Polydore Plasden, John Roberts
09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00              
Mass – Fr Mayne (90th birthday from November)
Wed 11th
St Damasus I
08.40              
Morning Prayer

09.00        
Mass – Christine Corcoran (80th birthday)
16.00             
Bible study in presbytery

Thurs 12th        
Our Lady of Guadalupe
12.00             
Mass – Andrew Waddington (A)
Fri 13th
St Lucy
09.30–11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition
11.30       
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
12.00          
Mass – Patsy McCrory RIP
Sat 14th
St John of the Cross
11.00- 11.45       
Confessions 

12.00          
Mass – Margaret Simm (90th Birthday)
Sun 15th
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  (p.88)
18.15      
Mass – Sally Smyth (A)
08.00          
Mass – Julie Horne (LD)
10.30       
Mass – Janusz Neisser RIP (birthday remembrance)
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Robert Barnes, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Fr Louis Catterall SMM, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Marie McClelland, Kathleen Mitchell, Fr Malcolm Prince, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: was £736 of which £400 was Gift Aided. The Restoration Fund collection raised £352. SVP collections raised in November 
amounted to £85. This weekend we are collecting for the Heating Fund.  Thank you for your great generosity.   
RECENTLY DECEASED: Baby Arlo Sydney Watson sadly died before birth on 26th November. His Funeral Mass was held on 4th December followed by burial at Chorley cemetery. Good night and God bless.
ANNIVERSARIES: Very Rev. Tim Wilby, Clare Cronin, Andrew Waddington, Sally Smyth.
READERS: 07/08: 18.15: Gillian Sharples. 08.00: Kathleen Jackson. 10.30: Sr Cecilia. 14/15: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska. 08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith. 10.30: Margaret Rossall.
THANK YOU to all the 31 children and parents who took part in the First Confessions Thank you also to Fr Crowther and Fr Ball, Mr Smyth and his staff for all their assistance. Fr Marsden and Fr Crowther heard the First Confessions of 27 children in Anderton St Joseph’s last Wednesday.
LOVE AND MERCY – FAUSTINA this film will be showing again by popular demand at the ODEON – Preston Docks, on Tuesday 10th December at 20.20.  A new film telling the story of Sr Faustina and the revelations she received from Jesus about the Divine Mercy in the 1920’s and 1930’s in Poland.                                                     
NEWSPAPER NOTICE: As from January 2020, there will be no Irish Post available. Sorry to all the Irish Post readers, but our suppliers are informing us that the IP will not be printed in England from the New Year. Also, we are reducing the amounts of other Catholic papers that we are getting. They will still be available to purchase but it will be  first come first served.
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ADVENT SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION with individual confessions and absolutions, will be held at St Gregory’s Chorley on Sunday 22nd December at 15.00. Please note there will only be one Service of Reconciliation for Chorley Deanery. 
ST MARY’S SCHOOL CAROL CONCERT   in church, Monday 16th November at 18.00.

All welcome. 

ST LUCY (13th) .is the patron saint of eyes and eye diseases. We have some blessed St Lucy medals in the parish office, if you would like one. If anyone would like to have their eyes blessed after the 12 noon Mass on Friday, please see Fr Marsden.

CHRISTMAS DINNER as you may know, St Laurence’s make a Christmas dinner on Christmas Day for the homeless and needy. There are two sittings and you need to book but no one will be turned away. If you know someone who needs a Christmas meal and they are in unfortunate circumstances, please contact St Laurence’s parish office. 01257 231360. We have sent a financial contribution towards the dinner. Can I please encourage you to offer some tinned food for the Chorley Foodbank? You can take it yourself to Living Waters and I know that you would be very welcome. Please help those who need our help. It is one of the acts of mercy that Our Lord asks us to do. Thank you.
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME parents please note that the dates for the catechetical classes from January – June are available on the parish web page under the school tab.

SACRAMENT FOR THE SICK: If you are suffering from a long-term illness, a serious illness or if you are going into hospital for a serious operation, please ask Fr Marsden for this very beautiful Sacrament after one of the Masses. Please note that the Sacrament for the Sick is a prayer for both spiritual and physical healing in your illness. 
It is not the Last Rites – that is Holy Viaticum, Absolution and the Prayers for the Dying. The Anointing can be repeated at this point, to bring peace to the dying person. Some people are frightened of receiving the Sacrament for the Sick, but please let me reassure you that it is exactly what it says – The Sacrament for the Sick, to be received by anybody with a serious illness or seriously weakened by age.
