 CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish, Fulwood or elsewhere. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo will be on 14th January 2020 at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. There is an appeal for help with the Bingo evenings.  
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: Note for parents:  The next Yr 4 catechesis is today Sunday 12th and then 26th January following the 10.30 Holy Masses. Then, 9th Feb. 1st and 15th March, 26th April and 17th May.
CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK: every January we come together to pray for Christian Unity. This year St Peter’s Church on Harpers Lane are holding a prayer service for Christian Unity on Sunday 26th January. Please consider attending.
THANK YOU very much to the team of Christmas tree decorators and removal of said tree next week. It is a beautiful tree and admired by many. We have been very fortunate to have beautiful flower arrangements, a lovely nativity and of course the huge Christmas tree. All your hard work is very much appreciated by many parishioners and guests. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION FOR 2020 WEDDINGS: - Saturday 14th March 2020 – 09.30-16.00   St Mary's Parish Centre, Broadfield Drive, Leyland PR25 1PD. There are plenty of other dates but mostly in Liverpool. 

See http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Book-Marriage-Preparation-Course

JUSTICE AND PEACE ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURE: Modern Day Slavery
Our 2020 Memorial Lecture will take place on Sunday 18th January 2020 from 14.00-16.00 at LACE Conference Centre, Croxteth Drive, Liverpool, L17 1AA. Doors open 13.30.   Our guest speaker is Kevin Hyland OBE, who was the UK’s first Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, and who is now Ireland’s representative to the Council of Europe’s Independent Group of Experts for Trafficking.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden VF
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC.  Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

12th January 2020
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Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you’ he said, ‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to him.

  As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’ Matthew 3:13-17 

Sun 12th
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  (p 118)
18.15      
Mass – Prayers answered (MB)
08.00          
Mass – Parishioners
10.30       
Mass – Joan Monica Donalds (A)

11.45             
Baptism – Adley Jacob Stoneley

11.45 -12.45      
Sacramental programme for Yr 4 children in the parish centre.

Mon 13th 
St Kentigern (Mungo), Secondary Patron of the Archdiocese
08.40             
Morning Prayer
09.00            
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
Tues 14th

09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00              
Mass – Joan and Frank Scott 
Wed 15th     
08.40             
Morning Prayer
09.00                 Mass – Kevin Hanavan (LD)    (with children from Reception Class)
19.30    
Synod Meeting in the parish centre

Thurs 16th 
 
12.00             
Mass – John and Laura Fairhurst RIP
Fri 17th
St Anthony of Egypt

09.30–11.50  
Morning Prayer and Exposition
11.30       
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
12.00          
Mass – Jim McGrillon (LD)
Sat 18th

11.00- 11.45       
Confessions 

12.00          
Mass – Mgr Jan Szponar (sick)
Sun 19th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  (p 125)
18.15      
Mass – Clarke and Tingy Families
08.00          
Mass – Parishioners
10.30       
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, John Cowdall, Hughie Daly, James Dawber, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Fr Malcolm Prince, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Kathleen Mitchell, whose funeral took place last Wednesday. Sheila Masterson (89) who died on 1st January in the Royal Preston Hospital. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 22nd January at 10.00am followed by burial in Chorley Cemetery.   
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: Last Sunday it was £903 of which £510 was Gift Aided. Restoration Fund raised £308. This weekend we will collect for the Heating Fund. SVP collection for December was £215. Thank you for your great generosity. God bless you.
ANNIVERSARIES:  Monica Donalds, Mavis Entwistle
READERS:11/12: 18.15: Jeni Wilson. 08.00: Kathleen Jackson. 10.30: Rosemary Grime. 18/19: 18:15: Ian McLelland. 08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith. 10.30: Sr Cecilia 

The new Reading Rota will be ready soon. Anyone who would like to retire from the Rota please inform the parish office. We always welcome new readers. If you would like to read at Masses, please contact John Gunn or the parish office. Thank you.
BIBLE STUDY GROUP meets this Wednesday 15th January at 16.00, looking at St Matthew’s Gospel chapter 4. Everybody welcome, please spread the word.

SYNOD LECTURES at LACE Croxteth Drive, Sefton Park, Liverpool L17 1AA: There is tea and coffee from 19.00. The talks begin at 19.30 and conclude at 20.45. Optional Night Prayer follows at 21.00. 

Monday 13th January “Faith in the Family” by Dr Dominika Kurek-Chomycz & Prof John Sullivan. What does Scripture teach about Faith and family? What does it mean for us to call home “the domestic church”? What foundations for Faith can be laid in the family?

Dominika is Senior Lecturer in New Testament studies at Liverpool Hope University, married to Taras, a Greek Catholic priest. They have two boys. John is Emeritus Professor of Christian Education at Hope, has been married to Jean for 48 years and has 4 adult children and six grandchildren. 

Mon 17th February “The Church in an Individualistic Society: Today’s Economic Inequality – Where is the Church?”  Bishop Philip Egan of Portsmouth. 

WARM WELCOME to the little children in Reception Class. The little people will be joining the Mass on Wednesday and after Mass will be looking at the Nativity and around the church. Mums, dads and grandparents are welcome to join the Mass.
ON BAPTISM:     “The Lord was baptized, not to be cleansed Himself, but to cleanse the waters, so that those waters, cleansed by the flesh of Christ which knew no sin, might have the power of Baptism.”  - St. Ambrose of Milan

Just as a man cannot live in the flesh unless he is born in the flesh, even so a man cannot have the spiritual life of grace unless he is born again spiritually. This regeneration is effected by Baptism: "Unless a man is born again of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (Jn 3:5)  - St. Thomas Aquinas

If, therefore, there is any grace in the water, it is not from the nature of water but from the Spirit's presence there. - St. Basil the Great, Doctor of the Church, c. 375 A.D

“God sometimes takes us into troubled waters not to drown us but to cleanse us.”

"On your baby's christening, this brings a prayer for God's loving guidance and everlasting care; for blessings and happiness all your life through, not only for baby, but also for you." — Author Unknown
"For your baptism day, may God grant you always

A sunbeam to warm you, a moonbeam to charm you

A sheltering angel so nothing can harm you

Laughter to cheer you, faithful friends near you

And whenever you pray, Heaven to hear you."
Baptism is not to be conferred on a man who is unwilling to give up his other sins, so neither should Baptism be given to one who is unwilling to renounce his unbelief. Nevertheless, each of them receives the Sacrament if it is conferred on him, although not unto salvation. - St. Thomas Aquinas
These three things God requires of all the baptized: right faith in the heart, truth on the tongue, temperance in the body.  –- St. Gregory Nazianzen
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. Next baptismal preparation session Monday 27th January at 19.00 in the presbytery. 
