 CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish, Fulwood or elsewhere. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary - 01942 822324.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo will be on 28th January 2020 at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. There is an appeal for help with the Bingo evenings.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: Note for parents:  The next Yr 4 catechesis is 26th January following the 10.30 Holy Masses. Then, 9th Feb. 1st and 15th March, 26th April and 17th May.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION FOR 2020 WEDDINGS: - Saturday 14th March 2020 – 09.30-16.00   St Mary's Parish Centre, Broadfield Drive, Leyland PR25 1PD. There are plenty of other dates but mostly in Liverpool. 

See http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Book-Marriage-Preparation-Course
PARKING; Please be aware that the funerals in the next two weeks are expected to be well attended. Please do not park your cars on parish grounds when there is a funeral. We ask you to use the town car parks available on either side of the church.

WELCOME to Alan Willetts, who was confirmed and received First Holy Communion yesterday (Saturday 25th). Many congratulations.
MASS TO CELEBRATE MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE -  Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool.  Sunday 9th February 2020, 11.00am - 12.00pm. The Solemn Mass will be in celebration of marriage and family life.  This Mass will give thanks to God for the gift of the family and all are welcome to attend whether married, single, divorced, separated or bereaved.  We look forward to welcoming you.  

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES April-Oct 2020: 7 Night Stay at the Irish Centre, one minute walk from St James’ Church, and Airport Shuttle service from Dubrovnik or Split for £266 per person sharing. Book your own flights with Easyjet or Jet 2 from Manchester. Any flight – any time and we provide guaranteed airport shuttle service. Call us for further info and book the dates that suit you. Tel: 0203 239 8662 or e-mail reservations@med-irishcentre.com  

BIBLE STUDY GROUP: in St Mary’s presbytery and we are looking at St Matthew’s Gospel. The next meeting is on Wed 29th January at 16.00 we will be looking at the first part of Matthew ch.5 – The Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount. Everybody welcome. 
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden VF
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC.  Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
26th January 2020
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Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled:

‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!  Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan,

Galilee of the nations!  The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light;

on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light has dawned.’

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.’ And they left their nets at once and followed him. Going on from there he saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving the boat and their father, they followed him.

Sun 26th
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (p 127)
18.15      
Mass – Albert Harvey (A)
08.00          
Mass – Francis and Edith Bleasdale (A)
10.30       
Mass – Joseph (A) and Marie Kenyon RIP

11.45           
Baptism  - Ava Grace Liptrott 

11.45 -12.45  
Yr 4 Sacramental Programme catechesis in parish centre

14.00         
Msza Swiẹta po polsku

18.00              
St Mary’s Friends of Uganda meeting in presbytery meeting room

Mon 27th
St Angela Merici
08.40             
Morning Prayer
09.00                   Mass – Colin Vigar (sick)
19.00 - 20.15
Baptism Course for parents, in the presbytery.
Tues 28th
St Thomas Aquinas
09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00              
Requiem Mass – Alexander Michael Carus
Wed 29th             
09.30             
Requiem Mass – Ann Maureen Phillip
11.00    
Deanery Clergy Meeting
16.00
Bible Study Group
Thurs 30th
St Aidan of Northumbria  
12.00             
Mass – Pauline Fairhurst RIP
Fri 31st
St John Bosco
09.30–12.00 
Morning Prayer and Exposition
No Midday Mass
15.00                   Requiem Mass – Kevin McCarrick             


Sat 1st Feb       
St Bridget of Kildare     
11.00            
Confessions
12.00          
Mass – Mary Carter (A)
Sun 2nd
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  with blessing of the candles (p 297) 
18.15      
Mass – Sp.Int. (prayers answered) 
08.00          
Mass – Eric Whittle (A) 
10.30       
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, James Dawber, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane,  Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Ann Maureen Phillip (78) who died on 18th January in the Royal Preston Hospital. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 29th January at 09.30 followed by burial in Chorley cemetery. Kevin McCarrick (77) who died on 18th January in Gillibrand Nursing Home. Requiem Mass will be on Friday 31st January at 15.00 followed by interment at Charnock Richard Crematorium. Ian Hodgson (54) who died 19th January in the Royal Preston Hospital. Requiem Mass will be on Monday 10th February at 10.00am followed by interment at Charnock Richard Crematorium.
Bernard Routledge (74) who died in hospital on 19th January. Mr Routledge was Assistant Headteacher and head of English at Holy Cross Catholic High School. He started teaching in the school in 1978 and retired approx. 2012. Requiem Mass on Thursday 30th January at 10.00am, St Joseph’s Chorley.

Eternal rest grant onto them, O Lord….. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: Last Sunday it was £772 of which £438 was Gift Aided. Next weekend we will collect for the Restoration Fund. Thank you for your great generosity. God bless you.
ANNIVERSARIES: Fr Freddie Matthews SMM. Albert Harvey. Francis and Edith Bleasdale. Joseph Kenyon. Mary Carter. Eric Whittle
READERS: 25/26: 18.15: Gillian Sharples. 08.00: John Gunn. 10.30: Margaret Rossall. 01/02: 18.15: Hilary Carter. 08.00: Anthony Calderbank. 10.30 Dr Jane Eccles.
The new Readers’ Rota is ready. Please collect a copy from the sacristy. Thank you. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. Next baptismal preparation session Monday 27th January at 19.00 in the presbytery. 

DIACONATE IN LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE:  His Grace, our Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, will host an evening for men who may be wondering about becoming a deacon. Wednesday 5th February at 19.30 -21.00 at St Joseph’s Wrightington. More information on the poster in the narthex. 
NOTICE:  Several Mass Intentions have had to be moved because of the funerals. Please note your Mass intention may have been moved to the next available date in the diary. Sorry for any inconvenience.
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In the last few weeks our parish community has heard about several families who have suffered the loss of a loved one. Please remember the bereaved and the suffering in your prayers. Their whole world has suddenly changed, and many parishioners now find themselves alone in their homes. If you can, please spare some time and visit those who are alone or are grieving. A listening ear, nice cuppa and a friendly face can go a long way and is a corporal work of mercy.
Happy those who morn; they shall be comforted.

Happy the merciful; they shall have mercy shown to them.

Happy the peacemakers; they shall be called children of God.
