 CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish, Fulwood or elsewhere. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary - 01942 822324.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: Next meeting for the bingo will be announced soon,
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: Note for parents:  The next Yr 4 catechesis is 9th February following 10.30 Mass. Then, 1st and 15th March, 26th April and 17th May.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION FOR 2020 WEDDINGS: - Saturday 14th March 2020 – 09.30-16.00   St Mary's Parish Centre, Broadfield Drive, Leyland PR25 1PD. There are plenty of other dates but mostly in Liverpool. 

See http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Book-Marriage-Preparation-Course
MASS TO CELEBRATE MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE -  Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool.  Sunday 9th February 2020, 11.00am - 12.00pm. The Solemn Mass will be in celebration of marriage and family life.  This Mass will give thanks to God for the gift of the family and all are welcome to attend whether married, single, divorced, separated or bereaved.  We look forward to welcoming you.  

THANK YOU to everyone who has helped in any way, during these busy weeks in the church. It is very much appreciated.

BIBLE STUDY GROUP: in St Mary’s presbytery and we are looking at St Matthew’s Gospel 5:21-48. The Sermon on the Mount. The next meeting is on Wed 12th February at 16.00 we will be looking at St Matthew’s Gospel.  Everybody welcome. 
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. 

GIFT AID APPEAL: Please consider signing a Gift Aid form for any monies you give to the church. Sunday collections, Mass intentions, general donations etc. it is a tremendous financial help to the parish if your offering can be Gift Aided. It does not cost you a penny more, you must be a tax payer and have paid tax to the equal of the donation. We can claim from HMRC 25p for every £1.00 you give to us. Forms available in the parish office. Thank you very much.  

“To convert somebody go and take them by the hand and guide them.” -St. Thomas Aquinas
Charity is that with which no man is lost, and without which no man is saved.”
-St. Robert Bellarmine
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden VF
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC.  Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
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When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised;

because my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see,

a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.


When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.    Luke 2:22-40

Sun 2nd
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  with blessing of candles (p 297) 
18.15      
Mass – Sp.Int. (prayers answered) 
08.00          
Mass – Eric Whittle (A) 
10.30       
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP

Mon 3rd 
St Blaise     
08.40             
Morning Prayer
09.00                   Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 

Blessing of throats afterwards
Tues 4th 

09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00                   Mass – Jan and Maria Lavriĉ (A)
Wed 5th               St Agatha
08.40                   Morning Prayer

09.00                   Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion     
Thurs 6th 
St Paul Miki and Companions 
12.00             
Mass – John and Laura Fairhurst RIP                                
Fri 7th 
    
09.30-11.45 
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00                   Mass – Vincent Murphy (birthday remembrance)       
Sat 8th       
 St Josephine Bakhita
11.00            
Confessions
12.00          
Mass – Kathleen Mitchell LD                                         
Sun 9th 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  (p.133)
18.15      
Mass – Diana Durkotova (sick)
08.00          
Mass – Ronald (A) and Rita Bleasdale RIP
10.30       
Mass – James and Sarah Gildert
11.45 -12.45        Yr 4 Sacramental programme in the parish centre

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, James Dawber, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Jacob Hughes, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: last Sunday came to £777 of which £342 was Gift Aided. The school levy raised £248.This weekend we will collect for the Restoration Fund. SVP collection for January raised £106.Thank you for your great generosity. God bless you.  School Levy information: Last year we had to pay £2,068.80 for the school levy 
ANNIVERSARIES: Eric Whittle, Jan and Maria Lavriĉ, Ronald Bleasdale.
READERS: 01/02: 18.15: Hilary Carter. 08.00: Anthony Calderbank. 10.30 Dr Jane Eccles. 08/09: 18.15: Gillian Sharples. 08.00: Greta Fazakerley. 10.30: Simon Eccles.
The new Readers’ Rota is ready. Please collect a copy from the sacristy. 
DIACONATE IN LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE:  His Grace, our Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, will host an evening for men who may be wondering about becoming a deacon. Wednesday 5th February at 19.30 -21.00 at St Joseph’s Wrightington. More information on the poster in the narthex. 
A CELEBRATION FOR THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CHORLEY – following requests made during some of the listening sessions for SYNOD 2020, a Mass for the whole Deanery will be held at St Mary’s Chorley at 18.30 on Wednesday 18th March - feast day of Blessed Roger Wrenno, patron of our Deanery.  Priests of the Deanery will concelebrate and it is hoped our Primary schools and Holy Cross will all be involved. Please contact our Synod delegate if you would like to volunteer to be involved- readings, music & singing, Eucharistic Ministry, serving etc.
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ST JOSEPHINE BAKHITA’s Feast Day is celebrated on 8th February. She is the patron saint of victims of modern slavery and human trafficking. On this day we are encouraged to pray for all those affected by the crimes of modern slavery and human trafficking, and the people that volunteer and work to eradicate this crime. 
St Josephine Bakhita also known as ‘Mother Moretta’. She was kidnapped at the age of nine and sold into slavery. Such was the trauma experienced that she forgot her birth name and her kidnappers gave her the name Bakhita meaning ‘fortunate’. Flogging and maltreatment were part of her daily life. She experienced the moral and physical humiliations associated with slavery.
It was only in 1882 that her suffering was alleviated after she was bought for the Italian Consul. This event was to transform her life. In this family and, subsequently in a second Italian home, she received from her masters, kindness, respect, peace and joy. 
A change in her owner’s circumstances meant that she was entrusted to the Canossian Sisters and her next fifty years were spent witnessing God’s love through cooking, sewing, embroidery and attending to the door. She was a source of encouragement and her constant smile won people’s hearts, as did her humility and simplicity. 
As she grew older she experienced long, painful years of sickness, but she continued to persevere in hope, constantly choosing the good. During her last days she relived the painful days of her slavery and more than once begged: ‘Please, loosen the chains… they are heavy!’. Surrounded by the sisters, she died on 8 February 1947. February 8 has been designated as a day of prayer, reflection and action to end the injustice of human trafficking. 
Please inform Chorley Police if you have a concern that someone is being trafficked in slavery or sexual slavery. Thank you.
