CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish, Fulwood or elsewhere. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary - 01942 822324.
Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages curing every disease and illness. At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their health and strength.

Heal us from our fear, which prevents neighbors from helping one another.

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.

Good Lord, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.

May those who have died from the virus rest in peace and rise in glory.

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair.

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace.

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with prudence and charity for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve.

Stay with us, Lord, and grant us your peace.  Amen.

SUNDAY 29TH MARCH at 12.00 noon
CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH AND PARISHIONERS TO OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM

Every Catholic in all the parishes in England and Wales is invited to rededicate themselves personally to the Blessed Virgin Mary so that England can shine once again as the Dowry of Mary. You can do this by saying the following prayer found on the link www.behold2020.com

Fr Marsden will take the Blessed Sacrament in a small monstrance up to the roof of St Mary’s Church Tower, recite the prayers and bless the parish and Chorley town with the Most Holy Sacrament at 12.00 this Sunday.  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office CLOSED telephone contact only
Parish Centre: CLOSED
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC.  Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
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There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’

  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling because he has the light of this world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’

  On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’   When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there.

  Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’

  Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.                                                    



John 11:1- 45
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Sun 29th
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT      
Sun 5th
PALM SUNDAY
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Jacob Hughes, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Margaret Rigby, Jackie Saunders, Canon Bert Shaw, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
LATELY DECEASED: Michael Rainer Roger Reynolds (61) who died at home on 18th March. Funeral will take place at Charnock Richard crematorium on Friday 3rd April at 11.30am. Eternal rest grant him, O Lord. Also the funerals of Barbara Duckworth (Anderton – Overdale) and Margaret Jean Southworth (Anderton graveyard) will take place this week. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Tom Nightingale, Peter Higgins, Lauren Owen.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION:  Please continue with your offerings on a weekly basis. YOU CAN COLLECT THEM AND THEN WHEN THE CHURCH IS REOPENED, BRING THEM IN. A standing order form would also be a good way to maintain offerings.  The parish relies on your great generosity to keep going.

ST MARY’S PARISH  WILL CONTINUE TO FUNCTION and maintain links with parishioners in the following ways:
Holy Mass is offered every day for your intentions.
A number of prayer resources are available at: www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk
Funerals will take place with restrictions fulfilling pastoral needs.

The Sacrament of the Sick will continue in extreme circumstances, however, Holy Communion to the sick and housebound is suspended until further notice.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be arranged in extreme circumstances by phoning the presbytery.
The Newsletter will be published online. We will try to arrange some way of leaving copies outside the church door for people passing on their way into town to buy groceries. Newspapers and prayer leaflets too. 
In these strange times we are living through, our life and communion together in the Lord will continue in these new and different ways. Please continue to support each other, especially the vulnerable. Let us keep one another in our prayers.
CHORLEYBUDDIES 01257 542367 is now available.  Hours 09.00-21.00. Answerphone outside these times. It is an opportunity for the lonely and isolated to have a chat with a friendly voice. We do not provide medical, financial or relationship help but can signpost to other agencies that do.

We are working with other charities and organisations in Chorley to provide the following services:

1. An immediate listening/chat service

2. ShoppingBuddies to deliver shopping – this shopping must be paid for

3. ShoppingBuddies to deliver emergency food from The Foodbank

The PhoneBuddy and ShoppingBuddy volunteers are all DBS checked and cleared. The services is available throughout the Chorley BC area.

HOLY MASS CAN BE VIEWED ON TV:  All Masses from St Gregory’s are streamed:   Sunday Mass 09:30, 11:00, 18.30 
Mon. Tues. Thurs.  Mass 08:30, 12 noon 
Wed  Mass 10.00  18.00       Fri  Mass 10.00  Stations of the Cross 18.30
Sat Mass 10.00, 18.00 (Vigil)  
Exposition  of the Blessed Sacrament    13.00-16.00 daily

The National Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham continues its full liturgical programme, available to all via the Internet (www.walsingham.org.uk). Daily Mass 12 noon. You can join a ‘live Mass’ on EWTN, Daily TV Mass on You Tube or Mass from Lourdes. www.churchservices.tv/churches/  gives links to over 100 churches in England, Ireland and Scotland which stream Mass and other services online. St Mary’s Brownedge is another local church with on-line streaming.
HOW CAN I HELP THE DYING? Especially those who are alone without their relatives being allowed to be with them. One suggestion is that we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet at the Hour of Mercy 15.00 daily.  You can spiritually adopt a dying person and pray for them. You don’t need to know names and places of the hospitals, just pray for a child, or a man or woman. The Lord will sort out everything else. Thank you.
