CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, The ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

ARE YOU INTERESTED? Chorley Borough Council, funded by Sport England, has asked Chorley Buddies to run a Pilot project aimed at encouraging exercise amongst those who have been shielded or self-isolated. Initial contact would be via phone.  and volunteers would be working with the client to encourage the client to start/re-start an exercise regime. The volunteer would accompany the client on the journey and support them in any appropriate way. The potential clients will have been risk assessed and will have signed a disclaimer. All volunteers will be DBS checked. Volunteers need to be comfortable walking for up to 30 minutes. There will be training available for the volunteers and the commitment will be based around the wishes of the volunteer, but as a minimum, would be to take on 1 client. The Pilot will commence mid-July and we are actively seeking 10 volunteers now. If you are interested in volunteering, or just wish to know more, please call Chorley Buddies on Tel: 01257 542324  or Email: chorleybuddies@hotmail.com
ONLINE GIVING: There is a new online giving facility to our parish at
https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley - you can donate directly to our parish. Just click on the link and follow the instructions. Thank you very much.
ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL: Latest Statement from Mr Smyth, Headteacher.  We opened this week for children in Nursery, Reception and Year 1 in addition to the children of key workers who have continued to attend school since March. It was great to return to some sort of normality for both staff and parents. The children were clearly delighted to be reunited with their friends and teachers and it was a joy to see them interact so well together. The lovely weather was the icing on the cake. 
KNITTED OR CROCHETED HEARTS: Please keep them coming in if you can. Thank 

you. They are being sent out to several hospitals now. THANK YOU MESSAGE from the Senior Bereavement Nurse at Wigan Hospital. We have had a phone call to thank everyone who has been making these hearts. ‘The hearts bring enormous comfort to the dying and their families. Wigan Hospital is extremely grateful to everyone concerned’ 
MASS OFFERINGS; Envelopes are available for Mass Offerings if you want a Mass offered for a particular intention, anniversary, birthday or person. 
Parish Priest : Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office now open:  10.30 – 16.00 Mon – Fri.
Parish Centre: CLOSED 
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When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So, I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’                                                      Matthew 16:13-19  

CHURCH OPEN MON-SAT 11.00-13.00
FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sun 28th 

SS PETER AND PAUL- Parishioners
Mon 29th     
  
of Week XIII in Ordinary Time. Weekday Readings Cycle B. 


- Ellen Brown (100th Birthday Remembrance) RIP
Tues 30th    
   
The First Martyrs of the See of Rome – Young Man (LD)
Wed 1st July  
St Oliver Plunket –  Sp. Int.

Thurs 2nd    
   
St Swithin of Winchester - Margaret Lavin 
Fri 3rd              
St Thomas Apostle – Ken Witherington  
 
Sat 4th      

St Elizabeth of Portugal – Freda McHugh 

Sun 5th           

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - Parishioners

Please pray for the sick and the housebound:  , Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Mgr Tony Dennick, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Jacob Hughes, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Michael Cheston (61), husband of Barbara, son of Maureen, died suddenly at home on Thurs 25th June, Dr Robert Aston (Horwich) 
HOLY MASS CAN BE VIEWED BY INTERNET STREAMING:  All Masses from St Gregory’s are streamed: Weekend Mass: Sat 18.00, Sun 09.30, 11.00 and 18.30  

Weekday Mass Mon - Fri.: 08:30 and 12 noon   Sat. 08.30. Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament daily 13.00-16.00 with Rosary at 13.00.  Songs of Praise Thursdays 15.00-16.00

SAFEGUARDING REPS: Kinga Grzeczynska, Simon Eccles, Alison O’ Keeffe

ST LAURENCE’S CHORLEY: You may be aware that St Laurence’s Parish Church has been vandalized 3 times in the last few days. Mindless and stupid actions have damaged the beautiful stained-glass windows and the church. Therefore, please keep a look out for any suspicious activity at our church but also the other churches in Chorley. It really is very sad to see such beautiful and historic windows being senselessly damaged. Unfortunately, St Peter’s Chorley has also had some vandalism. Justice will prevail!
THANK YOU to the ladies who have been looking after the front gardens. Everything looks very pretty. If anyone would like to bring their mower and do the lawns, we all would be very grateful. Thank you.
ST MARY’S CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER:   Dear Parishioners in the Deanery, we are open for Private Prayer and Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament from 11.00 – 13.00; Monday – Saturday. We have volunteers who will enable your visit to St Mary’s to be safe as possible. The number of visitors has been very good. Everyone is welcome. If you would like to volunteer to assist us, please contact the parish office. 01257 262537. It is only 2 hours per week. Thank you.
Saturday 4th July at 16.00, we propose to clean the church and do some hoovering and dusting. If you would like to help, please contact the parish office. We need about 8 - 10 people who are fit and have no illnesses or self-isolating. Many hands make light work!

CHURCHES CAN OPEN FOR SERVICES FROM 6TH JULY

Here is part of a statement from the Archbishop:

“With the easing of restrictions on worship with congregations, we tread carefully along the path that lies ahead. Our lives have been changed by the experience of the pandemic and it is clear that we cannot simply return to how things were before lockdown. We remain centred on the Lord Jesus and His command at the Last Supper to "do this in memory of me." We must now rebuild what it means to be Eucharistic communities, holding fast to all that we hold dear, while at the same time exploring creative ways to meet changed circumstances.

It is important to reaffirm that, at present, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. A significant number of churches may remain closed as they are unable to meet the requirements for opening for individual prayer. Fulfilling these requirements is a precondition for any church opening after the 4th July for the celebration of Mass with a congregation.

Please be aware that there will be a limit on the number of people who can attend Mass in our churches. This will be determined locally in accordance with social distancing requirements. We therefore need to reflect carefully on how and when we might be able to attend Mass. We cannot return immediately to our customary practices. This next step is not, in any sense, a moment when we are going 'back to normal.'

We ask every Catholic to think carefully about how and when they will return to Mass. Our priests may need to consider whether it is possible to celebrate additional Masses at the weekends. Given there is no Sunday obligation, we ask you to consider the possibility of attending Mass on a weekday. This will ease the pressure of numbers for Sunday celebrations and allow a gradual return to the Eucharist for more people.

Moving forward, there will still be many people who cannot attend Mass in person. We therefore ask parishes, wherever possible, to continue live-streaming Sunday Mass, both for those who remain shielding and vulnerable, and also for those unable to leave home because of advanced age or illness.

When we return to Mass there will some differences in how the celebration takes place. For the time being, there will be no congregational singing and Mass will be shorter than usual. None of this detracts from the centrality of our encounter with the Risen Christ in the Eucharist. We ask everyone to respect and follow the guidance that will be issued and the instructions in each church.”

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL: Both Apostles were martyred c.67 AD in Rome during Nero’s persecutions after the Great Fire. St. Peter was crucified upside down because he did not consider himself worthy to be crucified like Jesus. This was in Nero’s private stadium, near the Mons Vaticanus, the Vatican Hill. His body was buried nearby. St. Paul, holding the status of a Roman citizen was beheaded at Tre Fontane and buried beside the Via Ostiense, where the basilica of St Paul-outside-the-Walls now stands. .
St. Peter was a fisherman, brother of Andrew. Originally Simon bar Jonah, Jesus renamed him Rock, Kephas in Aramaic, Peter  Jesus made him the leader of the Apostles. He witnessed the Transfiguration and the Agony in Gethsemane. He alone was given the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the triple command, “Feed my sheep”. His task was to “strengthen your brethren,” meaning the other apostles. His name appears 156 times in the New Testament and heads every list of the Apostles: John is the next most mentioned apostle with 29 mentions. The primacy of Peter is written through the New Testament like the letters through a stick of Blackpool rock.  
St. Paul was a tentmaker from Tarsus, who when young trained as a Rabbi in Jerusalem. Zealous for the Jewish faith, he was persecuting Christians c.36 AD when near Damascus he was thrown to the ground by a bright light. A heavenly voice asked him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?.... I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” Ananias baptised him, and he began to preach Jesus’ Resurrection. His missions from 46 AD onwards earned him the title “Apostle of the Gentiles.” 

Prayer to SS. Peter & Paul: Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that we may be sus-tained by the intercession of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, that as through them you gave your Church the foundations of her heavenly office, so through them you may help her to eternal salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ Your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  -  St. Paul

Lord, you know that I love you.   - St. Peter
