CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, The ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR JULY:  We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect, and guidance. July is the month of the Precious Blood of Jesus. 
BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS: These can now go ahead under the restrictions of 30 maximum attending the baptism or wedding. Please ring the parish office to ask about a date. Please remember the legal maximum people (30) you can invite to the baptism. The same applies to weddings. For Holy Mass the capacity number is 120. 
ST MARY’S FRIENDS OF UGANDA GROUP: The Friends of Uganda are seeking new committee members and the position of Treasurer will also be coming vacant.  If anyone is interested, please contact any member of the committee.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GIFT AID: If anyone’s Gift Aid envelopes are outstanding up to 29th March 2020, can you please pop them into the presbytery door. Last year’s Gift Aid calculations can then be finalised, and the letters sent out to you. Please do not worry if you have changed to a BACS payment. This will also be in the calculations. Many thanks for your great generosity and support to St Mary’s Church. It is truly appreciated.  
FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION is on Thursday 6th August
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF BVM Sunday 16th August
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SUMMER SAFETY NOTICE: Please note that it is imperative that you drive slowly when coming onto the parish grounds. Soon there will be many children and mums with prams walking the same area you are driving in. We make this safety appeal every year and people still drive too quickly. I am sure that you do not want to be the person that hits a child or someone with your vehicle. Drive slowly or you may forfeit your parking permit. Thank you.

Parish Priest : Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office now open:  10.30 -13.00, 14.00 -17.00 Mon – Fri.
Parish Centre: CLOSED 
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
SUNDAY XVII OF ORDINARY TIME
26th JULY 2020 
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Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field.

  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it.

  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

  ‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’

                                                                                                       Matthew 13:44-52      
Mon-Fri 
11.00-13.00       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 



                          except during 12.00 Mass

Sat 25th 
St James the Apostle
 

16.00-16.45
Open-air Confessions – presbytery garden, house porch if raining.

17.00

Mass – Joseph Cross

Sun 26th

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
10.30

Mass – Parishioners 
Mon 27th    

 
12.00

Mass – Peter Whittle (birthday remembrance)
Tues 28th  


12.00

Mass – Jack Wood (LD)
Wed 29th  

St Martha
12.00

Mass – Roy Smith (LD)
Thurs 30th   

St Peter Chrysologus
12.00

Mass – Edward Jackson
Fri 31st   
     St Ignatius Loyola
12.00

Mass – Frank and Kathleen Fulton (A)
Sat 1st Aug

St Alphonsus Liguori

12.00                 Baptism – Patryk Mateusz Baran
16.00-16.45

Open-air Confessions – presbytery garden, house porch if raining.

17.00

Mass – Herbert (A) and Clarice Blakemore
Sun 2nd 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
10.30

Mass – Parishioners 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound:   Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Mgr Tony Dennick, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Jacob Hughes, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Frank and Kathleen Fulton, Herbert Blakemore, 
HEALTH AND SAFETY RULES AT ST MARY’S CHORLEY
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Welcome to St Mary’s Chorley. Please follow the instructions of our volunteers who will be happy to offer you gel for your hands and show you to your seating area. Please provide your name and a contact number for the Test and Trace Facility. You must wear a mask. Please note that there are no toilet facilities available. You will also be offered gel when leaving the church. Holy Communion will only be given on the hand and the Chalice will not be available. Please stay in your seats. There will be no singing or handshakes.  Church maximum capacity is 120. No more than that can be admitted at one time. Baptisms and Funerals are limited to 30 people attending. Please observe social distancing of 2 metres. There is no holy water in the stoups. Please do not put your fingers in the stoups. Thank you.
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Once you have left the church, we ask you not to stand outside and chat. For your own safety, please carry on with your plans for the day. Holy Mass during the week can be offered as your Sunday Mass. Therefore, we would like to spread out the amount of people coming to the Masses over 7 days. It is very important that you DO NOT come to church if you are not well for any reason. We may check temperatures, and anyone persistently coughing (other than a preexisting condition) will be asked to leave. Please seek medical advice and get better soon. 
We would like more volunteers to help us out. Some existing volunteers are on holiday. Please ring the parish office for more details. 01257 262537. Conditions as to age and status of health apply. We cannot have public Masses without volunteers whose task it is to keep you safe and comfortable. Thank you to all concerned. PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO OPEN THE CHURCH FOR CERTAIN MASSES WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS TO ASSIST THE VISITORS AND CLEAN THE PEWS.
LIVESTREAM MASSES FROM ST GREGORY’S WELD BANK:  continue as before Sat: 18.00. Sun: 09.30, 11.00 and 18.30. Weekdays: Mass 08.30 and 12 noon. Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament daily 13.00 – 16.00. Rosary daily at 13.00. Public Masses Mon – Sat 08.30. Sun: 09.30.
ONLINE GIVING: There is a new online giving facility to our parish at
https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley - you can donate directly to our parish. Just click on the link and follow the instructions. Thank you very much. 
LOURDES AT HOME INFORMATION FOR 2020

The Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes is not running this year for obvious reasons. However, a series of Lourdes liturgies have been arranged and will be livestreamed each day from the links below: 
https://www.facebook.com/Liverpool-Lourdes-at-Home-2020-109541120834991
Saturday 25th July – Fr Des Seddon  - Facebook Opening Mass 2pm
Reconciliation Service 7pm
Sunday 26th July - Bishop Tom Williams: Cathedral Facebook/YouTube
Mass 11am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 7pm
Monday 27th July -  Mgr John Butchard:  Holy Rosary mcnmedia
Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes 10.30am   Rosary 7pm
Tuesday 28th July – Archbishop McMahon: Lydiate Facebook
Mass of St Bernadette 12 noon,  Stations of the Cross 7pm
Wednesday 29th July – Fr Joe Kendall: Our Lady’s Portico mcnmedia
Mass on the theme for the year 11.30am  Exposition /Blessed Sacrament 7pm
Thursday 30th July – Fr Grant Maddock: Facebook   Mass of Healing 12 noon
Rosary/Torchlight procession 7 pm
Friday 31st July – Fr Mark Beattie: St Chad’s Facebook  Mass of Thanksgiving 11am
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 7pm 
THIS WEEKEND’S GOSPEL: A dragnet is a very long and tall net which had float devices at the top and sinker weights at the bottom.The dragnet was used in the Sea of Galilee during Jesus' day. It was placed upon the shore to begin the fishing. Fishermen on a boat would then be handed one end of the dragnet and in a semicircular course bring their end back around to the shore.  

The dragnet was cast wide and deep. After a time, the fishermen on the shore would drag the net back to shore, full of many types of fish and other aquatic creatures. Jesus called upon the dragnet to begin his story, the parable of the net, to describe what the Kingdom of God is like. 

The fishermen represent workers in the Kingdom, including God, angels, and humans. They gather people into the Church.

The sea represents the world, and the overall catch represents the Church, while the individual fish represent people within the Church. 
