CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, The ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

FINANCIAL MATTERS: Thank you to everyone who has sent in their Gift Aid envelopes and offerings. It is truly appreciated in these times of hardship
ADVENT begins the new Liturgical Year. We are in Year B. The word “Advent” comes from Latin “adventus.” “presence, coming, arrival.” It was a technical term which signified the arrival of an official, or a King or Emperor in the provinces. Equally it could indicate the arrival of a deity who appears out of concealment and powerfully demonstrates his presence.  It translates the Greek parousia, the New Testament term used for the Second Coming of Christ. 

During Advent we prepare to celebrate once again the First Coming of Christ as the child born in the Bethlehem stable – his Incarnation. We look forward to his Second Coming, his return in glory at the end of time to judge all humanity. We also ponder his regular, mystical coming to us in prayer, Scripture and the Sacraments in the present age, prolonging his earthly Incarnation until He comes again in glory. 
KNITTED HEARTS: We have received requests for more hearts. Please date your heart package and pop them through the presbytery letter box. Many thanks from all the staff and patients at several hospitals. We are now known as the parish of love, mercy and hearts in several hospitals as far as Blackpool Victoria. 
MISSION 'RED BOX“:  The Government has recently announced that as from 2nd December Lancashire will continue to be in tier 3 category as infection rates for Covid 19 remain high in this area. That being the case we will continue to hold back on Red Box visits so as not to compromise the health and safety of anyone.  Please do continue to use your red box and pray for the work of the Missions.  If you would like to make a donation direct to "missio" please ask for a leaflet from the Parish Office.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -16.00 Tues – Fri.
Other times – By appointment only.
PARISH CENTRE: closed until the Lockdown is lifted. 
270122 or 07971 025985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.

I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So, stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’ Mark 13:33-37 

Sun 29th   

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11.00 
St Gregory’s  - Fr Marsden will celebrate Holy Mass by Livestream 
11.00-13.00    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s. Private Prayer. 
Mon 30th   

ST ANDREW THE APOSTLE

Tues 1st Dec 
Ss Edmund Campion, Ralph Sherwin and Alexander Briant, martyrs
Wed 2nd 

Thurs 3rd  

St Francis Xavier, St Birinus     Migrants’ Day.
12.00         

Mass - Imelda and Thomas Roscoe
Fri 4th        

St John Damascene
10.00        

Requiem Mass   - Kathleen Joyce
Sat 5th      
St John Almond

Sun 6th    
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT      Bible Sunday
16.15 – 16.45
Confessions in the presbytery garden, or house porch if raining.

Sat 17.00
Mass – Michael McCraith (LD)
10.00        
Mass – Frank Thompson (LD)   
Newsletters and newspapers are available in the plastic box in the outdoor porch, or inside the foyer. The church is open for Private Prayer from 11.00 – 14.00 Mon-Fri and sometimes longer. Please remember to sign the Track and Trace list and gel your hands. If you use a kneeler, please sanitise before and after use. 

VOLUNTEERS STEWARDS NEEDED to welcome parishioners and sanitize after Mass. Would the volunteers like to regroup please? Please contact Michael Hall for the rotas. If we have sufficient volunteers, then we will resume Exposition 11.15-13.00 Mon-Fri. starting Mon 7th Dec. Thank you.
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain,  Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paulina Pikula, Pawel Pikula, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Mike Simpson, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Claris Southworth, Florence Smith, Winifred Wallwork, Fr Gary Walsh SSS.
RECENTLY DECEASED:   Kathleen Joyce (96) died on 27th November in Chorley Hospital. Requiem Mass at 10.00am on Friday 4th December and interment at St Gregory’s Church Yard. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord…. 
READERS: Sat. 5th Dec: 17.00. Eileen McCarrick. Sun 6th Dec. 10.00: Tracy O’Neill.

Sat. 12th Dec 17.00. Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun.13th Dec. 10.00. Marion Herbert.

Please read from the Ambo by the Baptismal Font. Readings will be provided for you.
Mass books – Please check your drawers for old Mass books and return them to the parish office. Many thanks.
PUBLIC MASSES RESUMED. Masses will resume on 3rd December at 12.00. Deo Gratias. However, Chorley is still undeservedly in Tier 3. Please note that we must keep social distancing at two metres. Sign into the Track and Trace and gel your hands. Please only exit the church down the main aisle. The Rule of 6 also applies in church. We are asked also not to linger outside the church chatting. Protect yourselves and do not put yourselves at risk. Limit on numbers at funerals 30, at baptisms 6.
MASS IS LIVESTREAMED: https://www.churchservices.tv/   You can try St Gregory’s, St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, St Joseph’s Withnell, St Mary’s Leyland and St Mary’s Brownedge close at hand. Further afield Salford or Shrewsbury Cathedrals, the Walsingham shrine, Bournemouth Oratory, Arundel, Portsmouth, Northampton, Armagh cathedrals, Ealing Abbey, Even Blarney Co Cork!  mass-online.org also has lots of churches in the USA, Ireland and further afield. 
CHORLEY FOODBANK urgently needs donations for Christmas food parcels. Please take your donations directly to Living Waters on Bolton St on Tues or Fri 09.30 – 2.00pm. It will be very much appreciated. Also, you may want to donate a toy for Christmas, to Chorley Buddies at St Gregory’s. Please take such gifts directly to St Gregory’s. Thank you.  Because of the need to sanitize toys, the deadline for collection of toys has now been brought forward to Monday 7th December. All toys need to be in St Gregory’s by that date.
MESSAGE FROM CHORLEY BUDDIES, along with St Gregory’s Parish, will have between £5k and £11K to distribute to families who may need help over Christmas. The plan at the moment is that it will be allocated to all the Catholic Schools and their families who have been identified as perhaps needing help. This is subject to confirmation after some more planning, but if it does work out that way, Chorley Buddies will be offering a £25 Morrison’s e-voucher to each family.

Chorley Buddies, along with The SVP Conferences in Chorley, will also pledge that no-one who is lonely over Christmas will be without at least one phone call over that period. 
SACRED HEART, CHORLEY has a new webpage – please have a look. www.sacredheartchorley.co.uk 
CHORLEY COMMUNITY HELPLINE - WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU
If you need help, then please ring 0800 368 8452.  Do not suffer in silence, There are many good willing people ready to help you. 
We have much to be thankful for and thank God for. Sometimes, it is good to stop and think about the good things in our lives, which we take for granted, and give thanks to God for everything. This year has most certainly re-taught many of us, a lot of things. The importance of love and health, the safety of our families and friends. The food that we put on the table, the warmth of our homes. The care given to our sick and suffering. The parishioners who have died and those who have been very ill. The doctors and nurses who keep on giving even though they are worn out. The Emergency Services who report on duty and face many difficulties during a shift. Our local shop keepers, our posties and binmen/women, the carers who come to our homes. Our priests who keep on working and sharing the sacrifice of Holy Mass by any means possible. And many, many more …
