CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
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IF YOU DO NOT FEEL WELL – please do not come to Mass. Cold, coughs and sneezes and viruses are best kept at home!
MASS IS LIVESTREAMED: https://www.churchservices.tv/   You can try St Gregory’s (Sun 09.30, 11.00; M.W.F 08.30 Tu.Th.Sat 10.00) , St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, St Joseph’s Withnell, St Mary’s Leyland and St Mary’s Brownedge close at hand. Further afield Salford or Shrewsbury Cathedrals, the Walsingham shrine, Bournemouth Oratory, Arundel, Portsmouth, Northampton, Armagh cathedrals, Ealing Abbey, even Blarney Co Cork!  mass-online.org also has lots of churches in the USA, Ireland and further afield. 
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CHRISTMAS WISHES
I would like to wish you all a very happy, holy and healthy Christmas and New Year 2021.This year has shown us the importance of loving and listening to each other. Being there for each other in times of need, sickness and sorrow. May your homes be blessed with peace, joy and love. God bless you all and thank you for all your support, help and generosity to St Mary’s.
SUNDAY GOSPELS FOR CHILDREN ON YOUTUBE: https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/theepisodes/seriestwo
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
 E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -16.00 Tues – Fri.
Other times – By appointment only.
PARISH CENTRE: closed until the Lockdown is lifted. 
270122 or 07971 025985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)

LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (B) 
20th DECEMBER 2020   
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her.       Luke 1:26-38  

Sun 20th     
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT      
Sat 17.00
Mass – Hilda Lopaczynski RIP
09.15 – 09.45
Confessions in the presbytery garden, or house porch if raining.

10.00        
Mass – Ann and Eric Smith RIP
Mon 21st     
St Peter Canisius
09.30              
Requiem Mass – John Francis Waring 
Tues 22nd   
 
12.00                  
Mass – Marsden and O’Callaghan Families RIP
Wed 23rd           St John of Kanty
12.00
Requiem – Maureen Cheston
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Thurs 24th   

CHRISTMAS EVE                                                 
17.30         
Mass – Samuel Round (A)
Fri 25th          
CHRISTMAS DAY       

09.30       
Mass   - Marie Cannon RIP
Sat 26th         
St Stephen, the First Martyr   
12.00             
Mass – Rita (A) and Ronald Bleasdale 


NO EVENING MASS

Sun 27th     
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY     
09.15 – 09.45
Confessions in the presbytery garden, or house porch if raining.

10.00        
Mass – Parishioners
EXPOSITION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT:  MON- FRI 11.15–13.00

N.B. CONFESSIONS: It is too dark now to have them in the garden on Saturday evenings before Mass, so they will be on Sunday morning instead. 09.15 – 09.45. 

We are heating the church for all the Masses; however, we must maintain opening the church doors for adequate ventilation against the virus. If you feel the cold, please sit on the side aisles. Thank you.

WRAP UP WARM. THE CHURCH DOORS MUST REMAIN FULLY OPEN

Newsletters and newspapers are available in the plastic box in the outdoor porch, or inside the foyer. Also, you can find sympathy cards etc in the plastic box. Catholic newspapers are at the back of the church in the normal place. Please support the Catholic papers, they are very informative and a good read.
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Mayne, Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, William Morris, Paulina & Pawel Pikula, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson,  Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Maureen Cheston (83) who died in Royal Preston Hospital on 15th December. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 23rd December at 12.00 noon followed by burial in Chorley Cemetery. Eternal rest grant onto her, O Lord…. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Harry Marsden, Samuel Round, Rita Bleasdale.
READERS: Sat. 20th Dec. 17.00. Stan Wilson. Sun. 20th Dec. 10.00. Margaret Arrowsmith. Sat. 26th Dec. 12.00. Hilary Carter. Sun. 27th Dec. 10.00. John Gunn.
Christmas Eve: 17.30. Gillian Sharples    Christmas Day: 09.30. Tracy O’Neill
Please read from the Ambo by the Baptismal Font. Readings will be provided for you.
Mass books – Please check your drawers for old Mass books and return them to the parish office. Many thanks.
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS FOR THE CHURCH Poinsettias (red) are warmly welcome. Memorial cards are available at the back of the church.
THE CHRISTMAS TREE Thank you very much to everyone who has helped with the Christmas Tree and the crib. They both look lovely.
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS: started on Friday. Best wishes to Mr Smyth and all his staff, the children and families. God bless and stay safe. 
CHRISTMAS MASSES - CHRISTMAS EVE MASS FULLY BOOKED.  

PLACES AVAILABLE ON CHRISTMAS DAY
Christmas Eve Mass at 17.30 Carols on CD at 17.00 and Christmas Day at 09.30. Carols on CD at 09.00. You are warmly invited to our Christmas Masses, but you must have a ticket. Each family member (not including babies) must have a ticket. Each Mass can hold 120 people under the COVID RULES. Tickets are not transferable to any other Mass. If you cannot come to the Mass, please return the ticket for someone else to use. Thank you. Tickets are available from the parish office or at Masses. First come first served applies. You will be asked for your Track & Trace details when you order your ticket. After Mass, please leave your ticket on the pew, indicating that the area needs cleaning. No evening Mass on Boxing Day (Saturday).
Please note that you may wish to watch Christmas Masses Livestream. The Sunday Obligation Rule is still suspended.  It is also possible to come to any Mass during the Christmas Octave for your Christmas Mass. 
CHRISTMAS POSTERS for your homes are available at the back of the church. Please take one or take one for a neighbour, friend or member of your family.
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YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 2021. Last Tuesday, 8th December, Pope Francis announced  a “Year of Saint Joseph” to run from 8th December 2020 to 8th December 2021. You can read his Apostolic Letter Patris Corde (“With a Father’s Heart”) which is available on the internet. Pope Francis wants us to mark the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph being proclaimed the Patron of the Universal Church. 
In the Letter, he describes St. Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father, a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows. The Holy Father wrote Patris Corde against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” 
In him, “Jesus saw the tender love of God,” the one that helps us accept our weakness, because “it is through” and despite “our fears, our frailties, and our weakness” that most divine designs are realized. “The carpenter of Nazareth,” was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting in divine providence.” He had to deal with “the concrete problems” his Family faced, problems faced by other families in the world, and especially those of migrants. 
On this Fourth Sunday of Advent please spare St Joseph some of your time in prayer. St Joseph does not feature much during Advent, but there he is; steadfast and quietly making ready for the birth of Mary’s Child. God gave him a very important task – to protect and care for the most precious Mother and her Child Jesus. We ask St Joseph to look after our families and our dearly loved ones too. Ora pro nobis. 
