CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

MASS IS LIVESTREAMED: https://www.churchservices.tv/   You can try St Gregory’s (Sun 09.30, 11.00; M.W.F 08.30 Tu.Th.Sat 10.00) , St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, St Joseph’s Withnell, St Mary’s Leyland and St Mary’s Brownedge close at hand. Further afield Salford or Shrewsbury Cathedrals, the Walsingham shrine, Bournemouth  Oratory, Arundel, Portsmouth, Northampton, Armagh cathedrals, Ealing Abbey, even Blarney Co Cork!  mass-online.org also has lots of churches in the USA, Ireland and further afield. 

SUGGESTION: Many of us make New Year resolutions, which may last a few days or a few weeks. At the start of this year, can I suggest that you consider doing an act of mercy or kindness in prayer or deed for another person. We have been taught a very valuable lesson, that you cannot take things for granted and health, loved ones, jobs, money, homes can all disappear very quickly. Let us start the New Year with kindness, sincerity and willingness to help others. Thank you.
UPDATE ON FR MAYNE: He is doing well but he did not like the look of the snow and the cold!! Please continue to pray for Fr Mayne, so that he regains his strength. 
BEST WISHES to Mrs Heather Roscoe, our parish centre manager and all the staff. Although you are closed, you are not forgotten and very much appreciated. 
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.
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Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
 E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -16.00 Tues – Fri.
Other times – By appointment only.
PARISH CENTRE: closed until the Lockdown is lifted. 
270122 or 07971 025985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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 In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All that came to be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. 
A man came, sent by God. his name was John He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the world. He was in the world that had its being through him, and the world did not know him. He came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to all who believe in the name of him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. John appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before me because he existed before me.’ 
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. [John 1:1-18] 

Sun 3rd         
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
09.15 – 09.45
Confessions in the house porch
10.00        
Mass – Michael Carter RIP
Mon 4th      

12.00                 Mass – Barbara Goulding (Thanksgiving)
Tues 5th     

12.00                  
Mass – Derek Smith RIP
Wed 6th             SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY
12.00
Mass – M. Duffy (eye operation)
Thurs 7th    
St Raymond of Peñafort
 
12.00         
Mass – Maureen Vaccaro RIP
Fri 8th        

12.00       
Mass   - Deceased Members of the McCrory Family
Sat 9th           
Saint Adrian of Canterbury
17.00
Mass –
Michael and Maureen Cheston RIP
Sun 10th          
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
09.15 – 09.45
Confessions in the house porch
10.00        
Mass – Parishioners
EXPOSITION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT:  MON- FRI 11.15–13.00

We are heating the church for all the Masses; however, we must maintain opening the church doors for adequate ventilation against the virus. If you feel the cold, please sit on the side aisles. Thank you.

WRAP UP WARM. THE CHURCH DOORS MUST REMAIN FULLY OPEN

Newsletters and newspapers are available in the plastic box in the outdoor porch, or inside the foyer. Also, you can find sympathy cards etc in the plastic box. Catholic newspapers are at the back of the church in the normal place. Please support the Catholic papers, they are very informative and a good read.
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Mayne, Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, William Morris, Paulina Pikula, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson,  Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: William Maybury, Mary Prior, Mabel Vigar, Sheila Masterson, Alice Hothersall, Francis Monaghan 
READERS: Sat: 2nd Jan: 17.00. Gillian Sharples. Sun: 3rd Jan. 10.00. Margaret Rossall. Sat: 9th Jan: Ian McClelland. Sun: 10th Jan: Simon Eccles.              
Please read from the Ambo by the Baptismal Font. Readings will be provided for you.
YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 2021: 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. 
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As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.

WELCOME BACK to Mr Smyth, his staff and all the children. The Spring term is here, and we move on looking forward to the future. Good luck and best wishes.
CHRISTMAS TREE will stay until after the 10th January. If you gave a bauble in memory of a loved one AND WOULD LIKE IT BACK, please contact the parish office and arrange ‘a pick up’ after one of the Masses. If you would like to bring it back for the next Christmas Tree, you will be welcome. Many people have said that they found it a comfort to put the bauble on the Tree. If you think that we should carry on with this, please let the parish office know. Thank you.

BAPTISMS: If you would like to arrange a baptism, please ring the parish office. We must perform all baptisms under the COVID Rules. Maximum attendance is six. We will do this under the guidelines from our Health and Safety Officer for the Archdiocese of Liverpool.
GOSPEL OF THE EPIPHANY 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ 
Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted over the place where the child was. 
The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way. [Matthew 2:1-12]
