CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

COLLECT FOR THE MASS IN TIME OF PANDEMIC (2020)
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger, to whom we turn in our distress; in faith we pray, look with compassion on the afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that together we may give glory to your holy name.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED. Due to cross infection concerns, the boxes must be picked up by the person named on the box. You can collect your box after Mass on Tues, Wed, Fri IN THE MEETING ROOM OFF THE SACRED HEART AISLE. 

Please do not enter the room but stay in the doorway and have your box number ready.

HOLY WEEK POSTERS are available from this weekend. You can get one from our stewards. 
ALMSGIVING The Lenten Alms box is near St Anthony’s statue. Thank you. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED to sweep and keep tidy the church grounds in front of the church. More information from the parish office.
THANK YOU to our volunteers and stewards who do a splendid job. You are much appreciated. Thank you also to Michael Hall for his contribution to the Stations of the Cross. Michael is from St Gregory’s and training to be a Deacon. 

Thoughts for Week 5 of Lent

“O Lord, make this Lenten season different from the other ones. Let me find you again. Amen.”
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH
Let us pray that we may experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.
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Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. 
Jesus replied to them: ‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’ 
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours. ‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.            John 12:20-33 

Sat 20th     


17.00

Mass – Ian Francis Grime (A)                                     

Sun 21st   

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (B)
09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass – Edna Herbert (A)
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  

Mon 22nd
   
St Nicholas Owen  -  Private Mass - Parishioners
Tues 23rd          

St Toribio of Mongrovejo 
12.00                       

Mass – COVID -19 Victims, the Bereaved and the Suffering
  Wed 24th

                                         
13.30               

Funeral Mass - Danuta Niton
Thurs 25th
   
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
10.00                 

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton
12.00                 

Mass – Clare Cronin (A)
Fri 26th
 
11.30              

Stations of the Cross.      
                 
12.00     

Mass – Fr Marsden (birthday blessings)
14.00                              Funeral Mass – Richard Kerfoot (StJ. A)
Sat 27th  


Sun 28th  

PALM SUNDAY (B)
Sat 17.00

Mass – Malachy McGeown (A)                                  

09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass – Mabel Vigar (A) 
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Thurs, Fri. 
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NB. Please note two changes to Mass times this week. On Wednesday there is no 12.00 Mass, because there is a Requiem at 13.30. There is Mass on Thursday at 12.00 noon, for the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord.

Thurs 1st April   

HOLY THURSDAY
18.30

Mass of the Lord’s Supper            
Fri 2nd

GOOD FRIDAY 
10.00                              Stations of the Cross
15.00

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Sat 3rd

HOLY SATURDAY

17.00


Easter Vigil 
Sun 4th 

EASTER SUNDAY
10.00


Mass of the Resurrection 
HOLY WEEK starts on Palm Sunday. Palms will be blessed at the start of Mass but distributed at the end of Mass on your way out of the church.  On the instructions of the Vatican and of our bishops, the Holy Week Liturgies are somewhat abbreviated. On Holy Thursday there is no foot washing and no procession to or watching at the Altar of Repose. Stations of the Cross on Good Friday will be without procession. The Liturgy of the Passion will be shorter, with no reading of the Passion Gospel in parts, and only the priest venerating the Cross.  The Easter Vigil will begin in church at 17.00 with the Easter Candle already on the altar, and no individual candles. No Easter fire in the garden or procession. Holy Water will be blessed but not the font. 

CHRISM MASS will be held at the Metropolitan Cathedral on 31st March at 18.00. You will be able to live stream from the Cathedral site. Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP and the Deans and Hospital Chaplains will be present. Please note the earlier time of the Mass.

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Bishop Yaroslav Pryriz, Sister Auxentiya,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Dcn Norman Arrowsmith, Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, John Cullinan, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Bishop Hryhoriy Komar,  Anne Knowles, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
BISHOP HRYHORIY sent word that both he and Bishop Pryriz and one of the nuns in Bishop’s House in Drohobych, Ukraine, are ill with COVID- 19. Please pray for them.

RECENTLY DECEASED: David Sweeney (89) who died suddenly at home on 14th March. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 30th March at 12.00 noon followed by burial at Chorley cemetery. Eternal rest grant onto him, O Lord… 
ANNIVERSARIES: Fr Michael O’Neill MHM. On Holy Thursday in 2018 just as Chorley Deanery was preparing for the Lord’s Last Supper, Fr O’Neill went home to the Lord our God. We remember him in our prayers and the memories he left us. ‘Jambo’ - Swahili for hello. Another saying of his was ‘Jesus loves you’ and the third one was ‘Be a friend to Jesus’. May the Lord reward his faithful servant many times and may he rest in peace. Amen.    Edna Herbert, Clare Cronin, Malachy McGeown, Mabel Vigar.
READERS: Sat: 20th Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 21st Tracy O’Neill. Sat: 27th Gillian Sharples. Sun: 28th Tracy O’Neill. 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION FOR COVID VICTIMS AND SUFFERERS:  Tuesday March 23rd. The Mass will be offered for all victims and those bereaved or recovering from the COVID-19 Virus. The death toll has been very high, at 126,000 the worst in Europe. Britain has paid a heavy price, also for failure of leadership. If you know someone who has died of COVID, you may wish to light a candle for them before Mass. The worldwide reported death toll is 2.68 million people.
HEALTH & SAFETY:   Please follow the H&S rules. If you break the rules and if we have a positive COVID case, the church must shut for a deep clean.  If you are unwell, do not come to church. The Sunday obligation to attend Mass is still suspended.
Please keep to the two metres social distance. Exit the church via the main aisle. Please do not take short cuts through the pews. You must wear a mask unless you are exempt. Please sanitise your hands upon entering and exiting the church. Please do not gather outside the church chatting. None of us is invincible even after receiving both vaccines. We could still carry the virus and spread it around unknowingly. 

NUMBERS ALLOWED IN CHURCH. Every second pew is taped off. This allows us a maximum of 120 people in church for the Holy Week services. The numbers for funerals remain restricted to 30. Baptisms are only allowed if the child/adult is seriously ill. Some of these rules may be relaxed slightly after 12th April.

VACANCY FOR A LOCAL AUTHORITY GOVERNOR: There is a vacancy on the Governing Board of St Mary’s for a local authority governor. There are different categories of governors including: ( Co-opted – appointed by the Board ( Parent – elected by the parents ( Staff – elected by the staff ( Foundation – appointed by the Archdiocese of Liverpool ( Local Authority - appointed by the Board with the agreement of Lancashire Local Authority. Details from:  office@chorleystmarys.lancs.sch.uk 
