CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICES:  With the demise of the Universe/Catholic Times there is now no weekly Catholic newspaper in England and Wales for the first time since 1860. News about the Church in the world can be obtained on-line, of course. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/                 https://catholicherald.co.uk/
https://www.indcatholicnews.com
If you want a range of opinions see British Catholic Blogs where there are many shades of Catholicism on show! Some of them are very amusing. 

http://britcat.blogspot.com  


COMMENT: During the G7 summit in Cornwall last weekend, ITV political editor Robert Peston asked Mr Johnson if he was “now a practising Catholic.” Mr Johnson answered, “I don’t discuss these deep issues. Certainly not with you.”

Following the exchange, Mr Preston wrote on the ITV website that he was “struggling to make sense of the prime minister’s answer” to the question. Mr Johnson, he said, “is aware that – for better or worse (worse for a long time) – this has been a pertinent question for chief and prime ministers since Henry VIII. More broadly, the professed faith or none of a leader matters to many voters.”

Westminster has not made it clear whether Mr Johnson was reconciled to the Catholic Church by means of the Sacrament of Penance, nor whether he received Confirmation before the marriage, as should have been the case. Catholics (and everybody else!) in the UK are being kept in the dark as regards the religious status of the highest ranking elected politician in the country. Furthermore, any Catholic who enters Holy Matrimony with deliberately unconfessed grave sins upon their soul, risks committing the sin of Sacrilege.  

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JUNE
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian Community. May they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Mondays appointment only. Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30-13, 14-17 Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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With the coming of evening, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us cross over to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as he was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him. Then it began to blow a gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped. But he was in the stern, his head on the cushion, asleep. They woke him and said to him, ‘Master, do you not care? We are going down!’ And he woke up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be calm!’ And the wind dropped, and all was calm again. Then he said to them, ‘Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?’ They were filled with awe and said to one another, ‘Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey him.  [Mark 4:35-41]

Sat 19th

St Romuald
16.15-16.45
Confessions in garden 

17.00
Mass – Pauline Fairhurst RIP                                           
Sun 20th
TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (B) -  Day For Life
10.00        
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP                                                 
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 21st        
 St John Rigby                                       
12.00  
Mass –     Fr Kevin Mulhearn (A)
Tues 22nd 
St John Fisher and St Thomas More
12.00                      
Mass – Marie Cannon (birthday remembrance) RIP
Wed 23rd 
St Ethelreda (Audrey)
12.00             

Mass – John and Derek Smith RIP
Thurs 24th       

No Public Mass 
Fri 25th               
12.00  
Mass – Kathleen Joyce RIP
Sat 26th 

 
16.15-16.45
Confessions in garden 

17.00
Mass – Linda Mary Moss (LD) / Parishioners                                          
Sun 27th
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (B)
10.00        
Mass – Donald Vigar (A)                                                 
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Wed. Fri. 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Baby Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Margaret Makinson, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES : Donald Vigar. Michael Bolton, Mary Rotherham, Edie Simpson.
READERS:  Sat: 19th Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 20th Simon Eccles. Sat: 26th Richard Gillett. Sun: 27th Tracy O’Neill. 
CORONAVIRUS Δ.  Please follow the usual Heath and Safety Rules.  BAPTISMS: It is very difficult to socially distance in a safe way when administering the sacrament of baptism. Therefore, the resumption of baptisms is delayed except in emergency. 
DAY FOR LIFE - THIS WEEKEND 20th June. The theme for this year is ‘End of Life Care’. This is an especially important theme, given that a Bill has been introduced in the House of Lords with a view to legalising Assisted Suicide. The monies collected will be used to support those groups working to prevent such legislation being passed. 
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ST. JOHN FISHER AND ST. THOMAS MORE (22 June): Two great English saints both of whom were beheaded on Tower Hill, London, in 1535 for their Catholic faith.  St John Fisher was born in 1469 in Beverley and educated at Cambridge University, where he became Chancellor of the University. He was ordained a priest in 1491 and appointed spiritual director to Lady Margaret Beaufort, the mother of King Henry VII. At that time, he became closely associated in her endowments to Cambridge; he created scholarships, introduced Greek and Hebrew into the curriculum, and brought in the world-famous Erasmus as professor of Divinity and Greek. In 1504, he was appointed Bishop of Rochester and dedicated himself wholeheartedly to the welfare of the Diocese. He strove to care for the clergy, whilst living an extremely ascetic life, wearing a hair shirt. From 1527, he actively opposed King Henry VIII’s divorce proceedings against Catherine of Aragon, and steadfastly resisted the King’s claim to be the Supreme Head of the Church of England. Unlike the other bishops, he refused to take the Oath of Supremacy, although acknowledging the issue of Henry and Anne Boleyn as the legitimate heir to the throne. For this he was imprisoned in the Tower of London (April 1534). The following year, Pope Paul III named him a cardinal. In retaliation, on 22nd June 1535, Henry had St John Fisher beheaded, along with his friend Sir Thomas More on July 7th. Fisher and More were canonised in 1935 by St. Paul VI. Let us ask the prayers of SS. John Fisher and Thomas More that we will always have the courage to hold, defend and charitably proclaim our Catholic faith.
QUOTATIONS FROM ST JOHN FISHER

“A good man is not a perfect man; a good man is an honest man, faithful and unhesitatingly responsive to the voice of God in his life.”

“Contrition is to have sorrow at heart and great repentance of all his sins and to have steadfast purpose to keep and abstain him from all deadly sins. For who has intention to return him to deadly sin, his confession avails him nothing!”

“Beware of those prophets who speak unto you and deceive you! They prophecy nothing but the imaginations and forgings of their own minds and not the truth of Holy Scripture!”

“Penance is a needful thing to the sinner, who desires to recover health of his soul. And, in doing penance, there be three things to be considered:
serious compunction of heart, confession of mouth and satisfaction by deed.”

“As St Paul has said, for our justification, He [Christ], gave to man all that was necessary –His Blood to wash us,His Body to redeem us. In His Passion, Justice and peace have met each other.”

DEANERY FESTIVAL which was to have been on July 11th is now postponed owing to the steeply increasing number of Delta COVID cases in Chorley.
ACTS OF VANDALISM Someone decided to ram the boiler house door last week. This now must be repaired. The front double doors to the church were tampered with by an attempted intruder. The repair and reinforcing of the doors are taking place and should be finished this week. It is a very expensive job. Please ring the Police if you see someone acting suspiciously or damaging the church property. The church and grounds are also a target for people who are bored, drunk, or just stupid, and the summer school holidays will soon be upon us! Recently, there have been three incidents of graffiti on the north side church walls. The graffiti has been removed. The Grotto area has been cleaned and the foliage cut back to prevent people hiding and doing things they should not be doing in the Grotto.
PLEASE ENCOURAGE Your grandchildren/relatives to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. The preparation course is being run at Holy Cross High School. It is important that your grandchildren/relatives do not miss this opportunity. Also, if you know of Yr 8 Catholic child who goes to another High School in Chorley and would like to be Confirmed, please email www.liverpoolcalled.co.uk  to register. Registration must take place before the 26th of June 2021.  Adults who wish to be Confirmed can contact the Parish Office for more information. 
