CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY: UPDATE
St Mary’s Chorley will continue the current H&S practices. Masks must be worn (unless exempt) and hands gelled. You may wish to assist in cleaning the pews. Many hands make light work! Please do not come to church if you are not well. 513 people in Chorley tested positive for COVID in the seven days up to October 30th. COVID unfortunately has not gone away. Take care. 
BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office to book a baptism, which can take place Sundays at 10.45, after the 10.00 Mass.
BACK IN TIME – Fundraiser for Rosemere Oncology Unit in Preston raised a magnificent £1432. Thank you very much to everyone. It is an excellent result.
FRIDAY 12TH NOVEMBER at 19.00 in the Metropolitan Liverpool Cathedral of Christ the King, His Grace, Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP will offer Holy Mass for all the clergy who died from COVID-19, including Liverpool’s auxiliary bishop Rt Rev. Vincent Malone. You may wish to travel in person to the Cathedral or join online by watching on livestream.
SANITIZERS NEEDED - We need an extra two generous individuals to help out in wiping down the benches after the weekend Masses. Many hands make light work! 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK     What shall I give?

When we give someone a gift, it does not matter if the gift is small or big. What does matter is the love, sincerity, and planning behind the act of giving. ‘It is the thought that counts’ as the saying goes.
"Autumn is the mellower season, and what we lose in flowers we more than gain in fruits."  - Samuel Butler
"Autumn is the eternal corrective. It is ripeness and colour and a time of maturity; but it is also breadth, and depth, and distance. What man can stand with autumn on a hilltop and fail to see the span of his world and the meaning of the rolling hills that reach to the far horizon?" - Hal Borland
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burnout, will find support and a light that opens them up to life.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
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Parish Office: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30-13.00. 14.00 – 18.00 
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to walk about in long robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets; these are the men who swallow the property of widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers. The more severe will be the sentence they receive.’

  He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the treasury, and many of the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and put in two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than all who have contributed to the treasury; for they have all put in money they had over, but she from the little she had has put in everything she possessed, all she had to live on.’     Mark 12:38-44
Sat 6th 

16.15-16.45 
Confessions
17.00
Vigil Mass – Michael James Purtill (A) / Pro Populo
Sun 7th
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  St Willibrord
10.00        
Mass – Pious List
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 8th          
Mon 8th 
All Saints of Wales, Blessed Duns Scotus
12.00            
Mass - 
Pious List
Tues 9th         
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
 
12.00                     
Mass – Pious List
Wed 10th
St Leo the Great, Pope, St Justus of Canterbury                                                                        
12.00            
Mass – Pious List
Thurs 11th     
St Martin of Tours

Private Mass
Fri 12th
St Josaphat
12.00  
Mass – Pious List
Sat 13th 

15.30                 
Baptism – Arlo Harty
16.15-16.45 
Confessions
17.00
Vigil Mass – Pious List / Pro Populo
Sun 14th
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

(Remembrance Sunday) 

10.00        
Mass – The Fallen from WW1, WW2 and other Conflicts
11.00
Cenotaph Service in Astley Park 

11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Tues, Wed, Fri  12.30 - 13.00

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Rory Harty, Jacob Hughes, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin Mullhall, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED Canon Michael O’Connor (95) who died on 30th October and was in his 71st year of Ordination. Requiem Mass was held in Rathmore, Co Kerry and burial at Shrone. Dorothy Ainsworth (née Kennedy) who died on 2nd November in Marley Court. Requiem Mass on Monday 15th November at 15.00 followed by Charnock Richard Crematorium. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Mgr Peter Cookson, Michael James Purtill, Heddi Otto, Janek Lavrić, Peggy Mulvee
READERS:  Sat: 6th 17.00 Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 7th 10.00. Margaret Arrowsmith. Sat: 13th 17.00 Andrew Jenner. Sun: 14th 10.00 Simon Eccles.
LOURDES 2022; A Lourdes Poster is displayed on the main notice board. Please take a look. Further information is available from animateyouth.org  
SOLEMN EXPOSITION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 2021 Thank you very much to everyone who gave up their precious time and prepared our church for Quarant’Ore. The flower ladies did their special ‘magic’ and the church looks beautiful.
SVP CHORLEY BUDDIES have volunteering opportunities in Chorley to help with befriending the lonely, delivering food parcels and medicines etc. A new project is underway to set up a Food Club (not a Food Bank) which we hope will be the first of several in the Chorley area, If you would like to be involved or find out more, please give Jen Turner a ring on 01257 480569.
CONFIRMATIONS:  34 young people from High Schools and several adults received the Sacrament of Confirmation on 4th November, here at St Mary’s. Auxiliary Bishop Tom Neylon led the Service, and he was welcomed warmly by everyone. The evening before, 36 young people were confirmed by Archbishop McMahon at St Gregory’s. If anyone has missed this opportunity to receive this very important Sacrament, please ring the parish office. There will be more Confirmations next summer.
MGR PETER COOKSON: You will see from the Anniversaries list, that this week will be two years since Mgr Cookson died. He was parish priest here from 1985 – 1989. God rest his soul and may he be greatly rewarded for all his hard work. 
WHEN LOVED ONES DIE, many people experience, in addition to grief and loneliness, a concern over the state of those loved ones, particularly if those departed souls weren’t the saintliest people in their lifetime or if they died sudden, unprovided deaths. What has become of these souls? Those who are left behind wonder. The Church has always taught the existence of a state after death in which, if necessary, we are cleansed of any remaining effects of our sins and made ready to enter into Heaven. Moreover, our prayers and sacrifices can be of immense spiritual help to the persons undergoing this purification process; we can pray for specific persons, or for the souls in general. Scripture teaches about such prayers for the deceased in 2 Maccabees 12:43-44, 46.
Judas Maccabeus took up a collection . . . to provide for a sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and honourably, taking account of the resurrection. For if he were not expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead,,,,,,. It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from their sins.
St Paul speaks of our life’s work being tested by fire: According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.(1 Cor 3:10-15)  

Nothing imperfect or impure can enter heaven. Therefore, because God loves us and wants us to be with Him in Heaven, there must be some opportunity for us to finish being healed or purged of our sins after death, if necessary. “For everyone will be salted with fire.” (Mark 9:49) This cleansing process we call Purgatory. The saints believed without reservation in this reality. They themselves, because of their immense love of God, were ready to enter Heaven immediately after death, but they were mindful of those who were not as fortunate. After all, this is one of the signs of true love:- caring for those in need, whether that need be physical or spiritual.
NOVEMBER INDULGENCES for the souls in purgatory - extended because of the pandemic. One indulgence per day during November by visiting a cemetery and praying, even only mentally, for the dead. For a Plenary Indulgence the normal conditions apply of Confession (within 20 days), Holy Communion and complete freedom from attachment to sin. Otherwise, the indulgence gained is partial, but still of immense value. The housebound and sick can obtain the indulgence at home by praying the Rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, or other prayers. 
“By assisting them [souls in purgatory] we shall not only give great pleasure to God but will acquire also great merit for ourselves. And, in return for our suffrages, these blessed souls will not neglect to obtain for us many graces from God, but particularly the grace of eternal life. I hold for certain that a soul delivered from purgatory by the suffrages of a Christian, when she enters paradise, will not fail to say to God: ‘Lord, do not suffer to be lost that person who has liberated me from the prison of purgatory, and has brought me to the enjoyment of Thy glory sooner than I have deserved.’”  (St Alphonsus de Liguori)
