CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY: UPDATE
Masks must be worn (unless exempt) and hands gelled. Please do not come to church if you are unwell. 517 people in Chorley tested positive for COVID in the seven days up to November 11th. Rate 430/100,00.  COVID unfortunately has not gone away. Take care. Please have the Booster Vaccination and urge your children and grandchildren to be vaccinated against this dangerous virus. We are sadly getting COVID funerals once again. Please be careful when you go shopping and clean or gel the trolleys/baskets. Wear disposable gloves at the petrol pumps and take extra hygiene care when handling money. 
SANITIZERS NEEDED - We need an extra two generous individuals to help out in wiping down the benches after the weekend Masses. Many hands make light work! 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – There are some beautiful Christmas Cards by local artist Mike Torevell, at the back of the church. Please ask the stewards if you cannot find them. Please give the money to the stewards or put in the brown box.

HELP NEEDED PLEASE The Church cleaners are asking for more help on Thursday mornings. 09.30-10.45. The team needs to expand and split the work between everyone so that all the ‘jobs’ can be done. We have one gentleman already on the team and we would be grateful for more to join this team who make the church look clean and beautiful. Please contact the parish office if you are interested. Thank you.
ADVENT begins next Sunday. Our minds turn to the preparations for Christmas. Christmas Eve falls on a Friday and our first Mass will be at 19.30. Christmas Day Mass is at 10.00am on the Saturday. No evening Mass. Sunday 26th is the Feast of the Holy Family. Mass at 10.00am. St Stephen’s Day is omitted this year. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK    
‘Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by your name. You are mine’. We belong to the Lord. How close are you to God? In preparation for Christmas, could you become closer to God?
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burnout, will find support and a light that opens them up to life.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30-13.00. 14.00 – 18.00 
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

KING OF THE UNIVERSE

21st NOVEMBER 2021 
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 Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked. Jesus replied, ‘Do you ask this of your own accord, or have others spoken to you about me?’ Pilate answered, ‘Am I a Jew? It is your own people and the chief priests who have handed you over to me: what have you done?’ Jesus replied, ‘Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my men would have fought to prevent my being surrendered to the Jews. But my kingdom is not of this kind.’ ‘So, you are a king then?’ said Pilate. ‘It is you who say it’ answered Jesus. ‘Yes, I am a king. I was born for this, I came into the world for this: to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.’    John 18:33-37
Sat 20th 

16.15-16.45 
Confessions

17.00
Vigil Mass – Thomas Saurin (LD)

Sun 21st
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL KING  - Youth Sunday 
10.00        
Mass – Pious List
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 22nd
St Cecilia

12.00                
Mass – Pious List
Tues 23rd
St Clement I, St Columban
 

12.00                     
Mass – Pious List
Wed  24th
St Andrew Dung-Lac and the Vietnamese Martyrs

12.00            
Mass – Pious List
Thurs 25th
Private Mass
Fri 26th

12.00  
Mass– Pious List
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Sat 27th 
St Catherine Labouré
16.15-16.45 
Confessions
17.00
Vigil Mass – Harry Carter (A) / Pro Populo
Sun 28th
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10.00        
Mass – Pious List
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Tues, Wed, Fri  12.30 - 13.00

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, John Brown, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Rory Harty, Jacob Hughes, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin Mullhall, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Margaret Gagan who died 12th November. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 30th November at 12.00 noon followed by interment at Charnock Richard Crematorium. Margaret Bailey (88) who died on 15th November. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 1st December at 12.00 noon followed by interment at Pleasington Crematorium.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Sr Francis Calderbank, Harry Carter, Eileen Thompson. 
READERS:   Sat: 20th 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 21st 10.00 Tracy O’Neill. Sat: 27th 17.00 Richard Gillett. Sun: 28th 10.00 Dr Jane Eccles.
LOURDES 2022; A Lourdes Poster is displayed on the main notice board. Please take a look. Further information is available from animateyouth.org  
NOVEMBER INDULGENCES  extended because of the pandemic. One indulgence per day during November by visiting a cemetery and praying, even only mentally, for the dead. For a Plenary Indulgence the normal conditions apply of Confession (within 20 days), Holy Communion and complete freedom from attachment to sin. Otherwise, the indulgence gained is partial, but still of immense value. 
VEN. JOHN BRADBURNE Memorial Society has a catalogue for suggested Christmas presents you could buy your family. They include chickens, and mango trees, all for the benefits of the patients. There is also a very worthy scheme to sponsor a child’s education for a term. Further information available on 01568 760632 or www.johnbradburne.com  You would be helping a Leper Clinic which John served until he was murdered in 1979 by guerrilla fighters in Rhodesia – now Zimbabwe. 
SVP CHORLEY BUDDIES have volunteering opportunities in Chorley to help with befriending the lonely, delivering food parcels and medicines etc.  On Thursday 25th November, the new SVP Chorley Buddies ‘GOOD FOOD CLUB’ running from Buttermere Community Centre will be holding a second Open Day from 10.30am to 2.30pm. As you know, millions of tonnes of good food is dumped into landfill every year, and the Food Club is an attempt to divert some of that to tables in our area. For £3pw week, Food Club members can get up to £25 of groceries/week, so helping with the environment, whilst simultaneously grabbing a bargain! It seems like a no-brainer to us! 
PJ McBeth  SVP Chorley Buddies
SCHOOL NEWS: It is 80 years since Jewish children escaped from Nazi occupied 
European countries. Therefore, the Association of British Jews are marking this important anniversary with planting 80 oak trees in specially chosen places in Britain. St Mary’s School has been chosen as a special place and a tree will be planted in the school grounds on 29th November. More details to follow next week.  

The feast of CHRIST THE KING occurs on the last Sunday in the liturgical year. It was Instituted to give public homage to Christ, the Ruler of the world, by Pope Pius XI, in 1925. Every year on this day is renewed the consecration of the world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It will be recited at the end of Sunday Mass.  

Christ Himself speaks of His Own kingly authority in His last discourse, speaking of the rewards and punishments that will be the eternal lot of the just and the damned; in His reply to the Roman magistrate, who asked Him publicly whether He were a king or not; after His resurrection, when giving to His Apostles the mission of teaching and baptizing all nations, He took the opportunity to call Himself king, confirming the title publicly, and solemnly proclaimed that all power was given Him in Heaven and on earth. These words can only be taken to indicate the greatness of his power, the infinite extent of His kingdom……..
It was surely right, then, in view of the common teaching of the sacred books, that the Catholic Church, which is the kingdom of Christ on earth, destined to be spread among all men and all nations, should with every token of veneration salute her Author and Founder in her annual liturgy as King and Lord, and as King of Kings. [Pope Pius XI, Encyclical Letter, Quas Primas §11-12]

I gazed into the visions of the night. And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, one like a son of man. He came to the one of great age and was led into his presence. On him was conferred sovereignty, glory and kingship, and men of all peoples, nations and languages became his servants. His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty which shall never pass away, nor will his empire ever be destroyed. Daniel 7:13-14
 “The kingdom of God, in the words of our Lord and Saviour, does not come for all to see; nor shall they say: Behold, here it is, or behold, there it is; but the kingdom of God is within us, for the word of God is very near, in our mouth and in our heart. Thus it is clear that he who prays for the coming of God’s kingdom, prays rightly to have it within himself, that there it might grow and bear fruit and become perfect. For God reigns in each of his holy ones. Anyone who is holy obeys the spiritual laws of God, who dwells in Him as in a well-ordered city. 
The Father is present in the perfect soul and with Him Christ reigns, according to the words: We shall come to him and make our home with him.”

St  Augustine of Hippo 
“The kingdom of God cannot exist alongside the reign of sin. Therefore, if we wish God to reign in us, in no way should sin reign in our mortal body; rather we should mortify our members which are upon the earth and bear fruit in the Spirit. 
There should be in us a kind of spiritual paradise where God may walk and be our sole ruler with His Christ. In us the Lord will sit at the right hand of that spiritual power which we wish to receive. And He will sit there until all His enemies, who are within us, become His footstool and every principality, power and virtue in us is cast out.”  Origen (c185-253) 
