CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY: UPDATE
Masks must be worn (unless exempt) and hands gelled. Please do not come to church if you are unwell. 521 people in Chorley (rate 448/100,000) tested positive for COVID in the seven days up to November 25th. COVID unfortunately has not gone away. Take care. Please have the Booster Vaccination and urge your children and grandchildren to be vaccinated against this dangerous virus. We are sadly getting COVID funerals once again. Please be careful when you go shopping and clean the trolley handles/baskets. Wear disposable gloves at the petrol pumps and take extra hygiene care when handling money. 
SANITIZERS NEEDED - We need an extra two generous individuals to help out in wiping down the benches after the weekend Masses. Many hands make light work! 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – There are some beautiful Christmas Cards by local artist Mike Torevell, at the back of the church. Please ask the stewards if you cannot find them. Please give the money to the stewards or put in the brown box.

HELP NEEDED PLEASE The Church cleaners are asking for more help on Thursday mornings. 09.30-10.45. The team needs to expand and split the work between everyone so that all the ‘jobs’ can be done. We have one gentleman already on the team and we would be grateful for more to join this team who make the church look clean and beautiful. Please contact the parish office if you are interested. Thank you.
ADVENT is here Our minds turn to the preparations for Christmas. Christmas Eve falls on a Friday and our first Mass will be at 19.30. Christmas Day Mass is at 10.00am on the Saturday. No Saturday evening Mass. Sunday 26th is the Feast of the Holy Family. Mass at 10.00am. St Stephen’s Day is omitted this year. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK    
As we prepare for Christmas, could we offer a gesture of friendship and support to someone in need?
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30-13.00. 14.00 – 18.00 
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand.

  ‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living man on the face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of Man.’ Luke 21:25-28,34-36
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Sat 27th 
St Catherine Labouré

16.15-16.45 
Confessions

17.00
Vigil Mass – Harry Carter (A) / Pro Populo
Sun 28th
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10.00        
Mass – Pious List
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 29th
St Cuthbert Mayne

12.00                
Mass – Pious List
Tues 30th
FEAST OF ST ANDREW, APOSTLE
 

12.00                     
Requiem Mass – Margaret Gagan
Wed  1st Dec
St Edmund Campion, Alexander Briant, Ralph Sherwin 

12.00            
Requiem Mass – Margaret Bailey
Thurs 2nd
Private Mass
Fri 3rd
St Francis Xavier           Day of Special Prayer for Migrants
12.00  
Mass– Margaret Berry (birthday remembrance)
Sat 4th
St John Damascene, St Osmund of Salisbury 

16.15-16.45 
Confessions (at porch of presbytery) 
17.00
Vigil Mass – Leslie Paminter RIP / Pro Populo
Sun 5th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  St John Almond 
10.00        
Mass – Joseph (A) and Claris (A) Southworth 
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament;   Fri  12.30 - 13.00

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, John Brown, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Rory Harty, Jacob Hughes, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin Mullhall, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED: Vincent Turner (86) who died on 23rd November in the Royal Preston Hospital. Requiem Mass at St Joseph’s Harpers Lane at 11.30 on 8th December followed by interment at Charnock Richard Crematorium.  Margaret Gagan (87) who died 12th November. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 30th November at 12.00 noon followed by interment at Charnock Richard Crematorium. Margaret Bailey (88) who died on 15th November. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 1st December at 12.00 noon followed by interment at Pleasington Crematorium.
We remember in our prayers the 27 migrants who lost their lives in the English Channel last week. Men, women and children and one pregnant lady. Lord have mercy upon their souls.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Frank Scott, Joseph and Claris Southworth
READERS:   Sat: 27th 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska Sun: 28th 10.00 Dr Jane Eccles. Sat: 4th Dec 17.00 Gillian Sharples. Sun: 5th 10.00 Simon Eccles.
LOURDES 2022; A Lourdes Poster is displayed on the main notice board. Please take a look. Further information is available from animateyouth.org Coach 5 which covers Chorley, Leyland and Penwortham is low on numbers this year. If you would like the beautiful experience of Lourdes and would like more information, please contact the parish office. There is still time to book a place.
VEN. JOHN BRADBURNE Memorial Society has a catalogue for suggested Christmas presents you could buy your family. They include chickens, and mango trees, all for the benefits of the patients. There is also a very worthy scheme to sponsor a child’s education for a term. Further information available on 01568 760632 or www.johnbradburne.com  You would be helping a Leper Clinic which John served until he was murdered in 1979 by guerrilla fighters in Rhodesia – now Zimbabwe. 
SCHOOL NEWS: It is 80 years since Jewish children escaped from Nazi occupied 
European countries. Therefore, the Association of British Jews are marking this important anniversary with planting 80 oak trees in specially chosen places in Britain. St Mary’s School has been chosen as a special place and a tree will be planted in the school grounds on 29th November. Thank you to all concerned who are taking part in the ceremony. Lest we forget. 
THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH comes to an end on 8th December. We pray to St Joseph to watch over us, those who we love and care for, our parish and parishioners and also for those who are sick and dying. We also pray that St Joseph will protect The Holy Church of God so that we will be the church that is founded on the Teachings of Jesus Christ and on the Words of The Holy Gospels.
PASTORAL PLAN FOLLOWING ON FROM ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD: There are explanatory leaflets available at the back of church. There is a  Pastoral Letter from the Archbishop this weekend.  At St Mary’s, Broadfield Drive, Leyland PR25 1PD on Saturday 4 December 11.00 - 12.30, there is one of three open meetings for anyone to attend who wishes to hear more about the plan. The Leyland meeting is the closest. It can also be followed on Zoom. Please email communications@rcaol.org.uk for the link

ADVENT PRAYERS

Lord God, we adore you because you have come to us in the past.

You have spoken to us in the Law of Israel.

You have challenged us in the words of the prophets.

You have shown us in Jesus what you are really like.

Lord God, we adore you because you still come to us now.

You come to us through other people and their love and concern for us.

You come to us through men and women who need our help.

You come to us as we worship you with your people.

Lord God, we adore you because you will come to us at the end.

You will be with us at the hour of death.

You will still reign supreme when all human institutions fail.

You will still be God when our history has run its course.

We welcome you, the God who comes.

Come to us now in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord.

LORD JESUS, MASTER OF BOTH THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day,

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom.

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!'  Amen.  - Henri J.M. Nouwen
ADVENTUS:  With expectant waiting we anticipate your coming. Come close to us, Lord, come very close.   Come, Alpha and Omega, who is from before the ages.
Come, Son of Joseph and Son of Mary, who went down to Nazareth to be obedient to them.   Come, Morning Star, who named the stars.
Come, carpenter from Nazareth, who knows the smell of planed wood.   

Come, Beloved Son of God, who knows the heart of God.
Come, Son of Man, who knows the hearts of God’s people. 

Come, Lord of Life and Prince of Peace. Come, Dayspring and Rising Sun.
Come, Wonderful Counsellor. Come Emmanuel, God with us;
God very close to us.  Amen.            Ged Johnson/CAFOD 
