CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE:  There were 537 new cases in Chorley during the seven days to 7th April, a fall of 40% on the previous week. Thankfully the latest wave is subsiding somewhat, but Lancashire Teaching Hospitals (Preston and Chorley) had 124 admissions with Covid, from 28th March - 3rd April, an increase of 33%. Many of the new admissions were over-55’s.  A second booster is available to the over 75s and people who are categorised as immunosuppressant. A walk-in centre for the second booster is available in Market Walk in Chorley. In order to protect the vulnerable at St Mary’s, we will continue to wear masks and to sanitize hands. 

ROSEMERE FUNDRAISER: A night of music and fun in aid of the Rosemere Cancer Foundation.  Back in Time in Music 0n Friday April 22nd at 7.30 at St Mary’s Parish Centre Devonshire Road Chorley. Hot Pot. Butter Pie. Tombola. Raffle. Music by Sean Leonard and Lindsay. Chorley author Linda Sherlock will sign copies of her book “Shampoo and Set” with £5 from each book donated to Rosemere.  Tickets £8 available in advance only from Denis 07759 158744
POPE FRANCIS’  PRAYER INTENTION – APRIL 2022
For healthcare workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they be adequately supported by governments and local communities:
"O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages." (St. John Chrysostom, Easter Homily)

EASTER GREETINGS
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May I wish you a very blessed and happy Easter. Thank you for your support and generosity. Thank you for your cards and gifts. God bless you all. 
Fr Marsden, Fr Mayne and Dcn Norman. 
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues – Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
EASTER SUNDAY 
17th APRIL 2022

[image: image2.jpg]


 It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’

  So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the dead.                                                                                          John 20 1-9

Sat 16th             
HOLY SATURDAY
12.00
Paschal Food Blessing for the Polish community - Święconka 
20.00             
Easter Vigil and Mass (Mass book p.223) - Parishioners
Sun 17th
EASTER SUNDAY (Mass book p.258)                                            
10.00       
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP
11.30         
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 18th
EASTER MONDAY
Tues 19th
EASTER TUESDAY
12.00                     
Mass – Eileen and John Horan RIP
Wed  20th 
EASTER WEDNESDAY
15.00               
Requiem Mass –  Bridget Philomena Trimm                        

Thurs 21st     
EASTER THURSDAY 
 

----------------------------------
Fri 22nd  
EASTER FRIDAY  (No abstinence from meat required) 
12.00               
Mass – Bolton Family RIP, Michael, Rosie, Leo and Janet
Sat 23rd            
EASTER SATURDAY
17.00              
Mass – Robert Harrison (A)
Sun 24th
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (Mass book p.262)                                            
10.00       
Mass – Peace in Ukraine and Europe
15.00        
Divine Mercy Service and Mass at Sacred Heart Chorley, PR6 ONG
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Tues, Fri  12.30 - 13.00
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Rev. John Cree, Fr John Poland, Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Dorothy Burgoyne, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, John Campbell, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Jacob Hughes, Rosemary Hough, Debbie MacFarlane,  Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Caroline Rigby, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
ANNIVERSARIES: Leo Bolton, Leonard Green, Canon Jimmy Collins, Fr Bernard Bimson, Leo Bray, Marie Doyle, Bertram Livesey. 
BRIDGET TRIMM’S FUNERAL: Please come to Bridget’s Funeral on Wednesday 20th April at 15.00. There will not be a midday Mass on that day. Bridget has no family in this area. Her friends and cousins live in Ireland and will be with us in spirit and prayers. Bridget lived in Devonshire Court for several years after her retirement from 40 years nursing in USA. If you could wear something green for the funeral, it would be appreciated. 
DIVINE MERCY SERVICE The Divine Mercy Service will return to Sacred Heart, Chorley, PR7 ONG, on Sunday 24th April. Chaplet at 15.00 followed by rosary and confessions and then Holy Mass. Everyone is welcome.

FILM AFTERNOON If you would like to see a film and have a relaxing afternoon, please join us on Monday 25th April at 14.00, as we explore the life of St Anthony of 

Padua.

CHURCH SECURITY :  Please keep your eyes on the church building, the Grotto and the parish centre and bowling green. If you see anything that is concerning, please report it to the police and Fr Marsden. Recently, spring madness has overtaken people’s brains. Climbing on roofs and doing daft things that could cause life changing injuries if someone fell off, is plainly daft. It is also expensive when we must replace the slates that have been broken. Thank you.  
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

This is a unique opportunity! We have made arrangements for a vaccination coach to be stationed on West Street car park on Thursday 21st April, 10.00 – 16.00. All vaccines available, including boosters. If you know someone who has not been vaccinated or partly vaccinated (over 18s) please tell them about the vaccination coach. Please do not miss this opportunity, it could save many lives and stop serious illnesses. 
Spring boosters available to over 75s and immunosuppressant people. If you come by car and have reduced mobility, the staff will vaccinate you in your car, so you don’t need to go on the coach.  More information available from the parish office. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH:    A young parishioner from St Joseph’s Withnell was so moved by the needs of the Ukrainian people that he organised a cake sale for the Ukrainian Fund Appeal. We received a cheque for £300.05. Young man – your parents must be very proud of you. Bishop Gregory Komar has asked that we inform you of his personal thanks for your kindness. Well done young man!
LITTLE CHURCH: Children are invited to come to Mass and take part in the Little Church. Children aged 4 – 10 meet with catechists in the sacristy, during the Liturgy of the Word and Homily part of the Mass. They then return to their family and the Mass continues as usual. Infants and toddlers can have a play time with their parents in the narthex area. Little Church will commence on Sunday 24th April at 10.00am Mass. If you would like to assist in the Little Church, please see Alison O’ Keeffe. Please note that DBS checks must be made before any adult can start assisting in the Little Church at St Mary’s. 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES have arrived. In your box, please find the new system for Gift Aid collections. The orange envelope is for your monthly contributions. You can either put a cheque in or your cash for the whole month at any time of the month. Special collections are marked on the envelope and are a different colour.
We found that there was a lot of envelope wastage during the last two years and donors preferred to put in one donation and attached the envelopes unused. This is why we have changed the collection system. Also, please make sure that you pay enough tax in claiming Gift Aid, to cover your donation amounts. This is very important.
EASTER SEQUENCE
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and Christ, the undefiled, 

hath sinners to his Father reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely ended!

Life’s own Champion, slain,yet lives to reign.

Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way.

The tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.

Victorious king, thy mercy show!
