CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324.
RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE (Lourdes) are visiting the diocese during September. They will be present here at St Mary’s from the afternoon of Thurs 15 September 2022 until Saturday afternoon 17 September. A privilege and a blessing for our parish! 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES: Some boxes still need collecting. Please make arrangements to collect them during office hours.

COVID REGULATIONS; Following a recent meeting of the Archbishop’s Council the following Guidelines are being offered.
Face Coverings: Face-coverings are now optional for people who attend a service in church.

Sanitising: Sanitiser/gel should still be available for those who wish to use it on entering the building. It is not seen as necessary to make the sanitising of hands mandatory.

For the distribution of Holy Communion:  The priest/deacon or extraordinary minister should still cleanse their hands prior to beginning distribution (and after). A face–covering should still be worn when distributing Holy Communion.

Communion under both kinds is not to be offered yet (We will continue to review this.)  If Communion on the tongue is requested, it should be offered when all others have approached the altar and the minister’s hands should be cleansed after each individual distribution.

It is not envisaged that intinction should be offered (except at a concelebration.)

PS. Physical distancing is still sensible. Hospital admissions are concerning, and it is mostly the unvaccinated who are becoming poorly and have to be admitted to hospital. It is a very wise step to arrange your vaccines.
BENEDICTINES TO LEAVE LEYLAND ST MARY’S IN SEPTEMBER:  Sad news for us. Fr Jonathan Cotton OSB and Fr Bernard McInulty are returning to their monastery at Ampleforth, ats the Abbot’s instructions. Fr Jonathan has been in Leyland thirty years, since 1992, and done sterling work. We have much valued the Benedictine presence in the parishes of this area. Fr Raphael however is remaining at Brindle. 
POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION – MAY 2022
We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest. May they see in Mary's life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues – Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

15th May 2022

When Judas had gone Jesus said:  ‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified, and in him God has been glorified. If God has been glorified in him, God will in turn glorify him in himself, and will glorify him very soon.

‘My little children, I shall not be with you much longer. I give you a new commandment: love one another; just as I have loved you, you also must love one another. By this love you have for one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples.’       John 13:31-33,34-35  
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I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared now, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as a bride all dressed for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, ‘You see this city? Here God lives among men. He will make his home among them; they shall be his people, and he will be their God; his name is God-with-them. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness. The world of the past has gone.’

Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the whole of creation new.’      Apocalypse 21:1-5

Sat 14th
St Matthias, Apostle
16.15-16.45
Confessions 

17.00              
Mass – Parishioners/LISCF
Sun 15th    
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Mass book p. 271)          
10.00
Mass - Bishop Vincent Malone RIP
Mon 16th  

12.00
Mass – Christine Corcoran
Tues 17th            
12.00
Mass – Roland Anderton
Wed  18th 
St John I, Pope and Martyr
12.00
Mass – Hilda Lopuczynski
Thurs 19th
St Dunstan of Glastonbury, Bishop

12.00
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

Fri  20th
St Bernardine of Siena 
12.00
Mass – Margaret Bailey
Sat 21st
St Christopher Magellanes and Companions  
14.00
Baptism (Emma Hinowski)

16.15-16.45
Confessions 

17.00              
Mass – Parishioners/Karen Francis (LD) 
Sun 22nd    
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Mass book p. 271)          
10.00       
Mass  - Kathleen Jackson 
10.45
Baptism – Teddie Carrick Graykin
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Tues, Wed, Fri. 12.30 - 13.00
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Rev. John Cree, Fr John Poland, Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Dorothy Burgoyne, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, John Campbell, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Jacob Hughes, Rosemary Hough, Debbie MacFarlane, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Caroline Rigby, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
ANNIVERSARIES: Bp Vincent Malone, Laura Dolan, Maria Mosalska, Jan Malcharek.
READERS:   14th Sat. 17.00 Andrew Jenner. 15th Sun: Greta Fazakerley.
THANK YOU to Fr Crowther who has celebrated the Tuesday and Friday Masses here during last week, and to Fr Patsy Foley for being here last weekend. 
FILM AFTERNOON resumes on Monday 16th May at 14.00
LITTLE CHURCH: Children are invited to come to Mass and take part in the Little Church. Children aged 4–10 meet with catechists in the sacristy, during the Liturgy of the Word and Homily part of the Mass. They then return to their family and the Mass continues as usual. Infants and toddlers can have a play time with their parents in the narthex area. If you would like to assist in the Little Church, please see Alison O’ Keeffe. Please note that DBS checks must be made before any adult can start assisting in the Little Church at St Mary’s. 
PARISH OFFICE reopens from Tuesday 17th May. 
WEDDING BANNS:  Adam Holmes and Danielle Anne Godfrey are to be married here on Saturday 4th June. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Ascension Thursday: 26th May         Pentecost 5th June

Trinity Sunday  12th June                  Walking Day:  Saturday 18th June

Corpus Christi and First Holy Communions: Sunday 19th June at 10.00 Mass
POPE FRANCIS PRAYED ESPECIALLY FOR AN END TO THE WAR IN UKRAINE at the General Audience on Wednesday 11th May. The Pope pleaded with God to forgive all of humanity for the brutality of war, which he said turns our hands—created to care and tend the earth—into instruments of death. Here below is an unofficial translation of the Pope’s prayer:

Forgive us for war, O Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us sinners!
Lord Jesus, born in the shadows of bombs falling on Kyiv, have mercy on us!
Lord Jesus, who died in a mother’s arms in a bunker in Kharkiv, have mercy on us!
Lord Jesus, a 20-year-old sent to the frontlines, have mercy on us!
Lord Jesus, who still  behold armed hands in the shadow of your Cross, have mercy on us!  Forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us, if we are not satisfied with the nails with which we crucified Your hands, as we continue to slate our thirst with the blood of those mauled by weapons.
Forgive us, if these hands which You created to tend have been transformed into instruments of death.
Forgive us, O Lord, if we continue to kill our brother;
Forgive us, if we continue like Cain to pick up the stones of our fields to kill Abel. 
Forgive us, if we continue to justify our cruelty with our labours, if we legitimize the brutality of our actions with our pain.
Forgive us for war, O Lord. Forgive us for war, O Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, we implore You! Hold fast the hand of Cain!
Illumine our consciences;
May our will not be done; Abandon us not to our own actions!
Stop us, O Lord, stop us!  
And when you have held back the hand of Cain, care also for him. He is our brother.
O Lord, put a halt to the violence!  Stop us, O Lord!  Amen.
Russia, which began this war, could halt it immediately by withdrawing back within their own internationally recognised frontiers. One cannot expect the Ukrainians, who never wanted this war in the first place, to surrender to the invaders, letting their civilians be murdered and raped, their cities devastated and plundered, their children abducted, or their soldiers interned in Siberian prison camps. We have seen what atrocities Russian soldiers have committed in areas which they managed temporarily to control around Kyiv and Kharkiv, and how they deliberately destroy schools, hospitals and other civilian infrastructure. 

In a phone call to Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church, who has been a principal supporter of the war and of Putin’s ideology, the Pope told him to stop being “Putin’s altar boy.”  
