CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
HEALTH AND SAFETY NOTICE: Please wear a mask during this latest period of Omicron in the community. We do ask that you do not come to church if you have symptoms of a cold, a temperature, a runny nose or are feeling off colour. Take a test. Keep it to yourself and get better soon! The infection rate has gone down in Chorley, however, the number of deaths has remained concerningly high. Please encourage your family members to receive vaccines. It is very important and could save your life. 
ST BERNADETTE SOUBIROUS: www.stmarys-chorley.org  (click onto the link to the itinerary schedule.  WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? During the visit of the Relics of St Bernadette Subirous in September, we are asking for help with making sandwiches, cakes, welcoming the pilgrims to our church and the parish centre. If you could give some of your precious time and helping hands, their visit to St Mary’s will be happy and memorable. Please help if you can. Thank you.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP US? We are looking for some help with cleaning the church. Thursdays mornings for approx 90 minutes. 

PROMISE CONFERENCE : 24th September 10.00 – 21.00 at All Hallows Catholic High School, Preston. PR1 0LN. More information on the notice board in the narthex. 

A day to discover the promises that God has made for you. 
LISIEUX HALL St Therese’s Chapel are running Gregorian Chant Services on the 3rd Sunday of every month, starting September, at 19.30.
WORTH ABBEY IN SUSSEX is inviting applications from men between the age of eighteen and thirty-five for a limited number of monastic internships. Successful candidates will live alongside the monastery for two months, following a way of life similar to that of the monks. During this time, they will learn about the Benedictine tradition and have the opportunity to live in community, to deepen their prayer lives and their personal engagement with scripture. They will be expected to contribute by their work to the welfare of the monastery, receiving board, lodging, teaching and guidance in return. It is hoped that the silence and prayerful atmosphere of the monastery and Abbey Church will help them to deepen their spiritual search and to tune in to God’s loving presence in their     lives. For further information visit the Abbey website ‍ or E: interns@worth.org.uk or T: 01342 710370

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues – Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
XXII SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
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On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him closely. He then told the guests a parable, because he had noticed how they picked the places of honour. He said this,
 ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of honour. A more distinguished person than you may have been invited, and the person who invited you both may come and say, “Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your embar-rassment, you would have to go and take the lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table will see you honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

  Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, because repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise again.’ Luke 14. 1, 7-14
Sat 27th
St Monica
16.15-16.45
Confessions 
17.00              
Mass – Thomas and Imelda (A) Roscoe
Sun 28th
XXII SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (Mbook p.130)                                                                    
10.00       
Mass – Leon (A), Zosia and Janusz Neisser
Mon 29th           
The Beheading of St John the Baptist
08.00                
Mass – Dorothy Darbyshire (LD)
Tues 30th    
St Edmund Arrowsmith
12.00                  
Mass – Fr Jonathan Cotton (Retirement and thanksgiving Mass)
Wed 31st 
St Aidan, Bl. Richard Hurst of Preston
12.00                  
Mass – Hilda Lopacinski RIP
Thurs 1st Sep    
Ss. Margaret Clitheroe, Anne Line and Margaret Ward, Martyrs.
12.00               
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion      
Fri  2nd 

12.00                  
Mass – Ginty Family RIP
Sat 3rd 
St Gregory the Great.
16.15-16.45
Confessions 
17.00              
Mass – McCrory Family RIP / Olivia Pratt - Kobel
Sun 4th 
XXIII SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (Mbook p.133)                                                                    
10.00       
Mass – Parishioners
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Tues, Wed, Fri. 12.30 - 13.00
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Michael O’Dowd,  Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Derek Birchall, Dorothy Burgoyne, John and Margaret Brown, John Campbell,  Michael Collins, Hughie Daly,  Maire Duffy, Colette Ellis,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Jacob Hughes, Rosemary Hough, Debbie MacFarlane, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
If you would like your name removed from the sick list, please inform the parish office. Sometimes names remain on the sick list for 2/3 years and circumstances have changed. Please keep us up to date, if possible. Thank you. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Stanley George Wilson (87) prev. Crawford Ave, who died on 21st August in Chorley Hospital. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 7th September at 10.00 am followed by committal at Charnock Richard Crematorium. Paula (Pauline) Kelly (92) who died on 11th August in Gillibrand Nursing Home. Funeral Service at Charnock Richard Crematorium on Tuesday 30th August at 16.30. Stephen Murphy (66) who died at home on 25th August. Son of Joan and the late Brian Murphy. Funeral will be held in Cheshire. 
We pray for Olivia Pratt–Korbel (9) who was murdered in Liverpool last week.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord…. NB. Fr Mayne knows the parish and the parishioners very well in this area of Liverpool. He is very upset about the Olivia murder. Please pray for the family, the neighbours and the local parish who need our prayers and support. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Leon Neisser, Imelda Roscoe, Thomas Baxter, Gerald Hallatt.
READERS: 27th Sat: 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. 28th Sun:10.00 Tracy O’Neill. 3rd Sept. Sat:17.00 Richard Gillett. 4th Sun: 10.00 Dominic Simpson.
NOTICE ABOUT BAPTISMS: We are now taking names for Baptisms on the first Sunday of each month, starting in September. Please contact the parish office.


REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL:  Our Blessed Lord tells us to invite the poor and needy to the party, to where we provide food, drink and warmth. The population of Chorley and Preston can be very proud because they are hosting over 100 people from the Ukraine. Families are settling down and children will start local schools and hopefully settle to be healthy and happy pupils. Away from bombs, rockets and death. The generosity of many local residents has been overwhelming. We have seen the true spirit of the Words and Teachings of Jesus Christ. Many families have found comfort and relief to be out of the dangerous zones in this terrible war. This gospel also looks at how important do we think we are? We all are gifted with certain talents and those talents vary. The question we should ask ourselves is ‘do we use our talents to do God’s work?’ We are all equal in the eyes of God and we are loved by God who knows us before our existence. The last will be first and the first will be last! Giving, sharing, listening, visiting/phoning the sick, we can be first to do these things. Being there for another person, giving up our time to help others. That is what we are really all about. The parish is full of people who are ready to help others. What a great way to live our lives and have the freedom to come to Mass and thank God for every grace and blessing that we receive. There are many who cannot go to their church, who have no priest, who are persecuted because of their Christian Faith, who are too afraid to practice their Faith publicly. Let us be thankful and glad for what we have!
"Life is a long lesson in humility."  - James M. Barrie
"Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honour." - Proverbs 29:23
"Honour yourself with humility, and give yourself the esteem you deserve.
Who will acquit those who condemn themselves? And who will honour those who dishonour themselves?"  - Sirach 10:28-29
"We learned about gratitude and humility - that so many people had a hand in our success, from the teachers who inspired us to the janitors who kept our school clean... and we were taught to value everyone's contribution and treat everyone with respect."  - Michelle Obama
ALPHA PRAYER CAMPAIGN:  Are there people you know who you would like to draw into the church?  Alpha is a great way to introduce them or bring them back, but you may feel worried about asking.  The first most important step is to PRAY for them. The Alpha programme starts at 19.00 on 1st September at St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Harpers Lane. Prayer cards on which you can name three people that you will pray for, will be available at the back of church. 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION:  Thursday 1st September is World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. St Gregory’s are live-streaming 13.00-14.00 a special Songs of Praise with hymns dedicated to the Care of Creation. 
CHORLEY CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 2022


Sunday 4th September 2022 from 12:00 - 16:00 


at St Gregory’s Weld Bank.


Admission free - live entertainment, BBQ, refreshments, tombola, cake stall, children’s games and Sing It Big Choir.


All Welcome so please do come along and support this event.











