 CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY The Service of Remembrance will be led by Fr Marsden and members of the Clergy in Chorley, on Saturday 21st January at 11.00 am, in Astley Park. Everybody welcome. Lest we forget.
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Eternal God, you hold all of our days in your hands.
On this day, we come before you to remember the victims of the Holocaust.  We lament the loss of the six million Jews who were killed in the Holocaust, the millions of other victims of Nazi persecution, and victims of other genocides. May our minds be clear and attentive to their memory and our hearts be moved to bear witness to their lives. Today, help us to remember and recognise the sanctity of each human life, that all people are made in Your image. One day, we pray that genocide and hatred will be no more, and that love will triumph over evil. In our prayers and in our actions, help us to show this love in the world today. Amen.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY - 18th – 25th January Resources for the week of prayer for Christian Unity can be downloaded at: https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/
ALPHA COURSE: New Alpha sessions begin at 19.00 on Thurs. 19th Jan. at St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Harpers Lane, Chorley. To register please go to www.eventbrite.co.uk and search ‘Chorley Catholic Community Alpha’ or call 01257 542324 for more information and to register.

KNITTED HEARTS: Could we ask for knitted hearts again, please? Blackpool Victoria Hospital are desperate for them. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org
Parish Office: Tues - Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who ranks before me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ 
John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen, and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’                         John 1: 29-34
Sat 14th      

16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – Barbara, Marie and Leonard Green RIP / Parishioners

Sun 15th  
SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.125) - Peace Sunday
10.00              
Mass – Christine Corcoran (A)

11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton

Mon 16th         

09.00                
Mass – Geoffrey Plumb (LD)
Tues 17th           
St Anthony of Egypt, Abbot 
12.00                  
Mass – Michael Carus (A)
13.30                  
Funeral Service – James Simons 
Wed 18th
Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
09.00
Mass – Kevin McCarrick (A)
Thurs 19th
St Wulstan of Worcester, Bishop
13.15                  
Funeral Mass – Margaret Lynda Matulewicz              

Fri 20th           
Ss Fabian and Sebastian  
12.00                 
Mass – Maire Duffy (birthday remembrance)
Sat 21st     
St Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
11.00                   Holocaust Memorial Day Service in Astley Park
16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – Frances Downey (LD) / Parishioners
Sun 22nd 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.127)   
10.00              
Mass – Andrew Waddington
11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Archbishop Patrick Kelly,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Derek Birchall, John and Margaret Brown, Dorothy Burgoyne, John Campbell,  Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis,  Desmond Gorman, Rosemary Hough, Jacob Hughes, Mary Langton, Fr Laurence Mayne, Fr Barry McAllister, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Michael O’Dowd, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED: H.E. Cardinal George Pell (81) who died suddenly in Rome following surgery, on 10th January. James Simons (61) who died at home on 26th December. Funeral Service will be on Tuesday 17th January followed by burial in Chorley Cemetery. Sheila Makinson (81) who died at Chorley Hospital on 29th December, previously at Marley Court. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 24th January at 12.00 noon followed by Committal at Charnock Richard Crematorium.  Margaret Lynda Matulewicz (72) who died on 28th December at Royal Preston Hospital. Requiem Mass on Thursday 19th January at 13.15 followed by burial at Chorley Cemetery. Celebrant – Fr Peter Crowther. Christine Bicknell (72) who died suddenly at home on 9th January. Requiem Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton on Wednesday 25th January at 11.00 followed by burial in the Churchyard. James Desmond Gorman (82) who died in The Beeches Coppull, on 5th January. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 31st January at 10.30 am at St Mary’s, Euxton.   Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Michael Carus, John Cowdall, Fr Fred Matthews SMM
READERS: Sat 14th 17.00 Richard Gillett Sun 15th 10.00 Dr Jane Eccles Sat 21st 17.00 Andrew Jenner Sun 22nd 10.00 Simon Eccles.
GIFT AID ENVELOPES: As from 1st January 2023, the Charity status of our Archdiocese Is: Archdiocese of Liverpool, new charity number 1199714. Please amend your envelopes for January, February and March, up to 5th April. Thank you.
COULD YOU BE A DEACON?  Archbishop Malcolm will be hosting another Diaconate Information Evening on Wednesday 8th February, 7.30-9.00pm in the Parish Centre at St George’s, Station Road, Maghull, L31 3DF, with refreshments available from 7.00pm.   The evening is open to anyone who would like to find out more about the diaconate, especially men who are wondering if they may be called to this ministry. Wives and supporting priests and deacons are also very welcome. For more information , email Fr Chris Fallon, c.fallon@rcaol.org.uk or Deacon Paul Rooney, p.rooney@rcaol.org.uk.

CONFIRMATIONS: Young people in Yr 8 can now register for Sacramental preparation at www.liverpoolcalled.co.uk The registration opens on 16th January and closes on 17th March. Catechesis will be ongoing during RE lessons and Holy Cross Catholic High School will also offer preparation lessons. Any person who is outside the Catholic Education High Schools and is baptized Roman Catholic and would like to be Confirmed, please enroll at the same as listed above. 

BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month at 10.45, (following the 10.00 am Mass.  Please attend Mass and speak to Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after Mass, to obtain the baptism form and some details. Baptisms are supposed to take place in your parish of residence. Thank you.
MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 56th WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2023
No one can be saved alone. Combatting Covid-19 together, embarking together on paths of peace
Covid-19 plunged us into a dark night. It destabilized our daily lives, upset our plans and routines, and disrupted the apparent tranquillity of even the most affluent societies. It generated disorientation and suffering and caused the death of great numbers of our brothers and sisters.  ……..  Amid a whirlwind of unexpected challenges and facing a situation confusing even from a scientific standpoint, the world’s healthcare workers mobilized to relieve immense suffering and to seek possible remedies. At the same time, political authorities had to take measures to organize and manage efforts to respond to the emergency.

In addition to its physical aspects, Covid-19 led to a general malaise in many individuals and families; the long periods of isolation and the various restrictions on freedom contributed to this malaise, with significant long-term effects……

Even so, at the very moment when we dared to hope that the darkest hours of the Covid-19 pandemic were over, a terrible new disaster befell humanity. We witnessed the onslaught of another scourge: another war, to some extent like that of Covid-19, but driven by culpable human decisions. The war in Ukraine is reaping innocent victims and spreading insecurity, not only among those directly affected, but in a widespread and indiscriminate way for everyone, also for those who, even thousands of kilometres  away, suffer its collateral effects – we need but think of grain shortages and fuel prices.

Clearly, this is not the post-Covid era we had hoped for or expected. This war, together with all the other conflicts around the globe, represents a setback for the whole of humanity and not merely for the parties directly involved. While a vaccine has been found for Covid-19, suitable solutions have not yet been found for the war. Certainly, the virus of war is more difficult to overcome than the viruses that compromise our bodies, because it comes, not from outside of us, but from within the human heart corrupted by sin (cf. Mark 7:17-23).

What then is being asked of us? First of all, to let our hearts be changed by our experience of the crisis, to let God, at this time in history, transform our customary criteria for viewing the world around us. We can no longer think exclusively of carving out space for our personal or national interests; instead, we must think in terms of the common good, recognizing that we belong to a greater community, and opening our minds and hearts to universal human fraternity. We cannot continue to focus simply on preserving ourselves; rather, the time has come for all of us to endeavour to heal our society and our planet, to lay the foundations for a more just and peaceful world, and to commit ourselves seriously to pursuing a good that is truly common.
