CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In urgent cases or emergency please ask the ward staff to call the duty Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
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NURSERY PLACES: Are you looking for a nursery place for September 2023? Did you know we have nursery provision at our school for 3 and 4 year olds? Led by a qualified teacher supported by highly experienced Teaching Assistants. See our website for more details https://chorleystmarys.lancs.sch.uk/nursery or contact Mrs Wilson at school on 01257 262811 or office@chorleystmarys.lancs.sch.uk
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month at 10.45 (following the 10.00 am Mass).  Please attend Mass and speak to Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after Mass. Thank you.

SPUC PRO-LIFE MEETING:  You are warmly invited to attend an information meeting organised by the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) which will be held at St. Mary's Parish Centre, West Street, Chorley, PR7 2SJ on Wednesday 8th February 2023 at 7pm. Come along to hear about the wide-ranging work that SPUC is involved in locally, nationally and internationally to protect women and unborn children from abortion. For further information, please contact SPUC Northern Development Officer, Terry Graham on 07549 068226 or terrygraham@spuc.org.uk
PETITION TO STOP THE INTRODUCTION OF ABORTION UP TO BIRTH: In 2021 abortion campaigners brought forward an amendment to a Government Bill that would have introduced abortion on demand, for any reason, up to birth (including sex-selective abortion). This amendment did not go to a vote and so did not pass, but the abortion lobby is expected to make another attempt to introduce shortly this extreme abortion law change. This would be the single biggest change to abortion legislation since 1967 and would introduce one of the most extreme abortion laws in the world. Right To Life UK is running a petition to ask the Prime Minister to do everything in his power to stop this from happening. You can find the petition at this address:  https://righttolife.org.uk/signthepetitiontorishi 
RETREAT DAY:  Friday 10th February. Introduction to Ignatian Prayer, in the new centre behind Our Lady of Lourdes & St Gerards on Brownedge Lane, Lostock Hall. PR5 5AA. 11.15 – 15.00. Parish office: 01772 335387 or email: office@saintgerards.org.uk  Cost £20. Places are limited. N.B. Pre-booking is required.
CATHOLIC PICTORIAL special edition about the Late Pope Benedict XVI – Emeritus, is available at the back of the church.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org
Parish Office: Tues - Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL Registered Charity No. 1199714
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5th FEBRUARY 2023
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it salty again? It is good for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men.

  ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give the praise to your Father in heaven.’   Matthew 5:13-16
Sat 4th    
St Gilbert of Sempringham
16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – Mary Carter (A) / Parishioners
Sun 5th
FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.133)   Racial Justice Day
10.00              
Mass – George and Wilhelmina Carter RIP
11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton
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Mon 6th     
St Paul Miki and Companions
10.00                   Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion                
Tues 7th       

12.00                 
Mass – John and Florence (A) Akers
Wed 8th
St Josephine Bakhita, St Jerome Emiliani 
10.00                  Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Thurs 9th

12.00                
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion    

Fri 10th       
St Scholastica
12.00                 
Mass – Michael James Purtill RIP
Sat 11th  
Our Lady of Lourdes
16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – Fr Mayne (blessings) / Pro pop.
Sun 12th
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.136)  
10.00              
Mass – Mary (A) and George Ormerod 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND THE HOUSEBOUND: Archbishop Patrick Kelly,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Derek Birchall, John and Margaret Brown, Dorothy Burgoyne, John Campbell,  Michael Collins, Kath Coyle, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis,  Rosemary Hough, Jacob Hughes, Mary Langton, Fr Laurence Mayne, Fr Barry McAllister, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Michael O’Dowd, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Mike White,  Ann Woodruff, and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, and Gillibrand Hall.    N.B. Please let us know if you have recovered and want your name removed from the above list.

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Fr David Melly (76), for a long time Parish Priest of Our Lady’s, Portico, between St Helens and Prescot. He also worked for the Christian Education Department. Funeral Mass at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral on Monday 20th February at 11.00.  Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Florence Akers, Mary Ormerod, Laurence Kedward, Doris Shaw. 
READERS: Sat 4th 17.00 Gillian Sharples. Sun 5th 10.00 Tracy O’ Neill. Sat 11th 17.00 Richard Gillett. Sun 12th 10.00 Simon Eccles.
MASS TIME CHANGES Thank you to Fr Crowther for supplying this week while Fr Marsden has a few days’ break. Please note: Holy Mass on Tuesday and Friday at 12.00 noon. Liturgy of the Word plus Holy Communion at 10.00 on Monday and Wednesday, and 12.00 on Thursday. 
DONATION LINK FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY PARISH FUNDS: https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley
NORTHERN LIGHT: FINDING HOPE IN SUFFERING: A one-day theological conference here in Chorley. Saturday 18th February 10 am - 4 pm at St George’s, with speakers Rt Rev Philip North, Anglican Bishop of Burnley and Bishop-Elect of Blackburn, Mrs Sarah Clarkson, Rev’d Dr Michael Lloyd, Principal of Wycliffe Hall Oxford, and Rev. Dr  George Westhave, Principal of Pusey House, Oxford. The day will tackle the problem of theodicy: How can a good God allow such suffering in the world? FREE tickets: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/pusey-house/t-eajoqmo  You need to register if you wish to attend. No charge. For more information please contact the Rev’d Michael Print, Vicar, St George’s, Chorley, 01257 263064 vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk  
RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY:  The theme for this year is “All are included in the mission of Christ and His Church. Let us walk together, pray together and work together.” It reflects the role each of us must play in promoting the mission of Christ and His Church. This was inspired by conversations around last year’s Racial Justice Sunday and Pope Francis’ visit to Canada in July 2022 when he spoke about looking towards a future of ‘Justice, healing and reconciliation’. Here is an appropriate prayer:  
“God of our past, present and future, you created each one of us in your image and likeness, help us to recognise you in each person. As we pray for end to suffering caused by racism, lead us this day to walk with one another, pray with one another and work together, so that we create a future based on justice and healing, where all can fulfil the hope you have for all peoples. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
For more information go to:  https://www.cbcew.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday/
PARISH STATISTICS:  Every year, each January, we are obliged to submit the previous year’s statistics based on the evidence from the Parish Register Entries, to the 
Archdiocesan Chancellor. We thought you might be interested!  The Mass Count is the average of four Sundays in September / October.
	
	
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022

	Baptisms
	
	14
	20
	17
	14

	First Confessions
	30
	36
	30
	30

	First Communions
	31
	33
	30
	30

	Confirmations
	2
	3
	12
	14

	Marriages
	5
	1
	0
	4

	Deaths
	
	25
	27
	23
	23

	Mass Attendance
	294
	145
	123
	185


ABOUT SALT IN THE BIBLE: “It should be known, that in the Old Testament no sacrifice was offered to God unless it were first sprinkled with salt, for none can present an acceptable sacrifice to God without the flavour of heavenly wisdom.” St. Remigius of Auxerre 

Leviticus 2:13-14 ~ “Whatsoever sacrifice thou offerest, thou shalt season it with salt, neither shalt thou take away the salt of the covenant of thy God from thy sacrifice. In all thy oblations thou shalt offer salt.”
The first biblical reference to salt as a sacramental comes in the Old Testament book of 4 Kings (2:19-22) when Elisha uses salt to restore the waters of a well:

“And the men of the city said to Eliseus (Elisha), Behold the situation of this city is very good, as thou, my lord, seest: but the waters are very bad, and the ground barren. And he said: Bring me a new vessel, and put salt into it. And when they had brought it, He went out to the spring of the waters, and cast the salt into it, and said, ‘thus saith the Lord: I have healed these waters, and there shall be no more in them death or barrenness. And the waters were healed unto this day, according to the word of Eliseus, which he spoke.”
Job 6:6-7 ~ “Can something tasteless be eaten without salt, Or is there any taste in the white of an egg? “My soul refuses to touch them; They are like loathsome food to me.“

 “Ye are the salt of the earth.” Not for your own salvation merely, or for a single nation, but for the whole world is this doctrine committed to you [the Apostles]. It is not for you then to flatter and deal smoothly with men, but, on the contrary, to be rough and biting as salt is. When for thus offending men by reproving them ye are reviled, rejoice; for this is the proper effect of salt to be harsh and grating to the depraved palate. Thus the evil-speaking of others will bring you no inconvenience, but will rather be a testimony of your firmness.”   St. John Chrysostom

“The Apostles are preachers of heavenly things, and thus, as it were, salters with eternity; rightly called “the salt of the earth,” as by the virtue of their teaching, they, as it were, salt and preserve bodies for eternity.” St. Hilary:
”By the Apostles the whole human race is seasoned.” St. Jerome

“Holiness is like salt; its usefulness to others must begin with self. As only the wise man can impart wisdom to others, so only the saintly can communicate sanctity. A man can bring forth to others only those treasures which he already has in his own heart.”  Archbishop Fulton Sheen.
